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Situated in the northwest suburbs of Beijing. the famous imperial garden
Yiheyuan (Garden of Nurtured Harmony . known as the Summer Palace in the
West ) was originally called Qingyiyuan (Garden of Clear Ripples). It was
constructed in 1750, the 15th year of the reign of Qing Dynasty Emperor Qian
Long, under orders of the emperor to celebrate his mother’s §0th birthday. In
1860, the 10th year of the reign of Emperor Xian Feng. Qingyiyuan was
burned down by British and French allied forces. In 1886, the 12th year of the
reign of Emperor Guang Xu, it was reconstructed on orders of Empress Dowa-
ger Ci Xi with funds meant for the navy, and was renamed Yiheyuan in 188§.
In 1900 Yiheyuan was again devastated by the Eight-Power Allied Forces sent
by Britain. the United States, Germany, France, tsarist Russia. Japan, Italy
and Austria. It was restored in 1903 and officially opened as a public park in
1924.

The Summer Palace consists primarily of Wanshoushan (LLongevity Hill)

and Kunming Lake. Of its 2. 9-square-kilometer area, water covers three-




fourths. The ancient buildings cover an area of nearly 70.000 square meters.

Based on the natural hills and water courses . most of the buildings in the
Summer Palace reflect scenic spots and historical sites south of the Yangtze
River. These colorful and majestic wonders include pavilions. bridges. corri-
dors. halls and palaces.

On the south face of LLongevity Hill. the glittering Paiyundian(Cloud-Dis-
pelling Hall) complex topped with vellow glazed tiles and set among green
pines and cypresses resembles the moon surrounded by a myriad of stars, This
resplendent and magnificent group of buildings. from the shore to the hilltop.
consist of a decorated archway. Paivunmen (Cloud-Dispelling Gate). Ergong-
men (The Second Palace Gate). Paivundian. Dehuidian (Hall of Virtuous
Light). Foxiangge (Pagoda of Buddhist Incense) . and Zhihuihai (Wisdom-Sea
Temple). The Pagoda of Buddhist Incense. a three-story octagonal building.
sitting on the hill and facing Kunming lLake. dominates the entire garden.
Zhuanlunzang (Revolving Scripture Repository) and the large stela dedicated
to Longevity Hill and Kunming l.ake stand on its east face; Wufangge (Five-
Direction Pavilions ) and the world-famous Baoyunge ( Precious Cloud
Pavilion ). also called Tongdian (Bronze Pavilion). on its west terrace.
Viewed from the Pagoda of Buddhist Incense, Xidi (West Causeway). which
was constructed in imitation of Su Dyke on Hangzhou’s West Lake. looks like
a green ribbon unwinding from south to north on Kunming L.ake. Each of the
six bridges on the West Causeway has its own form and each is graceful in its

own way. Looking like a rainbow. the Seventeen-Arch Bridge is captivating.



lving on the lake in mists, Hanxutang (Hall of Forbearance and Humbleness).
Zaojian Hall and Zhijing Hall stand like three legs of a tripod on the water. re-
calling the “three fabled abodes of immortals at sea”™ in Chinese folk tales. By
the lake. the famous Marble Boat. the lifelike bronze ox. a symbol of success-
ful flood control. and the Zhichunting (Pavilion Heralding Spring) are the ma-
jor points of interest.

On the north face of Longevity Hill with its wavy terrain. luxuriant and
well-spaced flowers and trees. winding hill paths. and towering pines and cv-
presses. the building complex designed in the style of Tibetan temples stands
magnificently dignified. At the foot of Longevity Hill. the pure water of the
lake flows east quietly and slowly. The replica of an old-fashioned business
street laid out along the back lake. which follows the wvpical architectural
style of market places along rivers in South China. contains a variety of order-
ly arranged commercial establishments, such as banks, drugstores, teahouses
and pubs. If one samples a cup of top-grade tea in a boat on the lake while en-
joying the story telling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect. he will feel as if
he was in old Suzhou in Jiangsu Province. Walking north along the creck 10
the end. one will find Xiequyuan ( Garden of Harmonious Delight ). an
exquisite structure with buildings. halls. covered corridors and pavilions inge-
niously interconnected around a pond formed by water {from Kunming Lake.

The Summer Palace with its unmatched scenery is the most heart-cheer-
ing place in Beijing. It is a milestone in the history of Chinese garden construc-

tion, epitomizing the cream of Chinese gardening art.
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Yanxiu Pailou (Gathering Elegance Archway)
Built in 1750, the archway has four pillars and seven roofs arranged in three layers.
The Chinese characters inscribed on the horizontal stone tablet were writton by

Emperor Qian Long (reigned 1736-1795). It is the largest decorated archway sur-
viving from the Qing Dynasty.
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< Donggongmen (Eastern Palace Gate)

This was the entrance to the Summer Palace
used by the emperor and empress during the
Qing Dynasty. A gold horizontal tablet is hung
on the lintel above the gate inscribed with the
three Chinese characters “Yiheyuan” in the cal-
ligraphy of Emperor Guang Xu (reigned 1875
1908). The stonc carved with two dragons
playing with a pearl inlaid in the footstep is
from the remains of Yuanmingyuan (Garden of
Perfeet Brightness).
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Renshoudian

(Hall of Benevolence and Longevity)

This was the hall where the emperor and Em
press Dowager Ci Xi conducted state affairs and
received senior officials while staying at the
Summer Palace. This seven-bay-wide structure
was covered by a rooftop in wieshun style with
grey tiles. Bronze phoenixes and dragons were
placed in front of the hall to represent royal
power.
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Inside the Hall of Benevolence and Longevity

While holding audiences with senior officials. Empress
Dowager Ci Xi sat on the throne at the center of the
hall with Emperor Guang Xu beside her on another
chair. The red-crowned crane and censer are placed as
they were in the Qing Court.

1 HERA R

AR R RS B WK BB, AR TR N OF A L T
o St WA FE 55 IR I A A b BRI R A LS
B EY G R IR




Zhichunting (Pavilion Heralding Spring)

Standing on an islet. this pavilion was built during the reign of Emperor Qian
Long. In Emperor Guang Xu's reign . it was connected 1o the shore by a bridge. Tt
is the best place 1o appreciate the Summer Palace in spring.
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Wenchangge (Pavilion of Cultural Prosperity)

Located on the eastern bank of Kunming Lake, this is a two-story city-gate tower.
Bronze sculptures of God of Literature (a god in Daoist legend) and his horse were
placed here for worship.
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Long-distance view of Kunming Lake and Pagoda of
Buddhist Incense
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