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Publisher’s Note

Take jokes away from life and you take a
good part of life away from man.

Throughout China’s history the industrious
and ingenious Chinese people, while creating a
brilliant ancient civilization, have left succeeding
generations a rich cultural heritage of tens of thou-
sands of jokes, spanning many different dynas-
ties. The jokes are humorous, sarcastic, witty,
and pointed. They unmask corrupt and evil prac-
tices, ridicule the ugly and ignorant, and are gener-
ally relieving as well as enlightening. Rooted in
society at large, they flourish and will always be
with us.

We have selected several hundred well-known
jokes and added footnotes, illustrations and
English translations. Each of the several vo-
lumes contains around a hundred jokes. The book
is dedicated to international readers fond of China
and interested in understanding the country bet-
ter. We hope these jokes from past Chinese dy-
nasties will offer many amusing insights into the
character of the Chinese people.
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Preface

Jokes, also known as folk anecdotes or funny-
stories, are a form of folk literature and, like come-
dies, cartoons and comic dialogues, belong to the
art of laughter.

Sitting around a warm stove in winter or relax-
ing in a cool spot in summer, people love to crack
jokes. Chinese jokes can be traced back to the
anecdotal prose of the early Qin Dynasty {221-
207 B.C.). The first collection of Chinese jokes
was Forest of Jokes. compiled by Handan Chun
at the end of the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.—A.D.
220), which exerted a profound inluence on the
later development of Chinese ickes. In the Tang
618-907) and Song (960-1279) dynasties jokes ap-
peared one after the other. and in the Ming (1368-
1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties. when folk
literature flourished, joke books. with jokes col-
lected, arranged and written by literati, mushroom-
ed, producing a golden age for the Chinese joke.
The most famous and influential were Extensive
Records of Jokes and Cominentary on Things Old
and New, compiled and edited by Feng Meng-
long, and Whole Forest of Jokes, complicd by
Cheng Shijue. Rich, and profound, they have
become a precious literary legacy.
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This bilingual (Chincse-English) illustrated
book includes more than a hundred jokes, select-
ed trom jokes through the ages. It 1s intended to
serve as an interesting supplementary material
for international readers studying Chinese. Some
jokes satirize the greedy and mean, some gently
criticize people’s shortcomings and others show
the wisdom and humour of the pcople. Laugh-
ter makes people happy and jokes enrich people’s
knowledge. Besides u good laugh, people will
gain an insight into folk philosophy, beneficial
to thetr study and work.
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