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1 Ancient Rope-making

A

Making ropes! is one of the oldest trades in the world.
We know that people made ropes more than 5,000 years
ago?, because we have found pieces of rope in very old
Egyptian tombs. They made some of these from the hair
of camels. They made others from twisted grass3. People
used them for tying animals, for getting water from deep
wells and for pulling large stones# which they used in build-
ing. We have found too, ropes which were made of 5 thin
copper wire in the city of Pompeii, which a volcano destroy-
ed a little less than 2,000 years ago.

In the very old days, people made rope by hand, but
today, machines make it. In very poor countries today,
people still make rope as ¢ they made it in the very old days.

B

Rope-making? is one of the oldest trades in the world.
It is known that8 rope was made over 5,000 years ago, be-
cause pieces of rope have been discovered in ancient Egyp-
tian tombs. Some of these were made from? camel-hair!9,
and others were made from twisted grass. They were used

1



for tying animals, for obtaining water from deep wells and

for pulling large stones used in building!!.

Also, ropes

made of thin copper wire have been discovered in the city

of Pompeii, which was destroyed by a volcano a little under
2,000 years ago.

however, it is made by machine .
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In ancient times, rope was made by hand; nowadays,

In under-developed coun-
tries ! 2 today, rope is still made as it was13 in ancient times.

FREFRIEF
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2 Natural and Synthetic Rubber

A

People get natural rubber from rubber trees as a white,
milky liquid, which is called latex!. They mix it with acid,
and dry it, and then they send it to countries all over the
world. As the rubber industry grew, people needed more
and more rubber. They started rubber plantations in coun-
tries with hot, wet weather conditions, but these still could

not give enough raw rubber to meet the needs of 2 growing
industry.

It was not satisfactory for industry to depend on sup-
plies which come from so far away from the industrial areas
of Europe3. It was always possible that4 wars or shipping
trouble could stop supplies.

For many years people tried to make something to take
its place S, but they could not do it. In the end, they found
a way of making artificial, man-made rubber which is in
many ways better than and in some ways not as good as
natural rubberS. They make artificial, man-made? rubber
in factories by a complicated chemical process. It is usually
cheaper than natural rubber.



Today, the world needs so much rubber that we use both
natural and artificial rubber in large amounts?.

B

Natural rubber is obtained® from rubber trees as a
white, milky liquid known as?? latex. This is treated with acid
and dried, before being despatched!! to countries all over
the world. As the rubber industry developed, more and
more rubber was required. Rubber plantations were es-
tablished in countries with a hot, humid climate, but these
still could not supply sufficient raw rubber to satisfy the re-
quirements of developing industry.

It was unsatisfactory for industry to depend on supplies
coming from so far away from the industrial areas of Eu-
rope. It was always possible that supplies could be stopped
by wars or shipping trouble.

For many years, attempts were made to produce a
substitute, but they were unsuccessful. Finally, a method
was discovered of producing synthetic rubber which is in
many ways superior and in some ways inferior to natural
rubber. Synthetic rubber is produced in factories by a
complicated chemical process. It is usually cheaper than
natural rubber,

At present!2, the world requirements for rubber are
so great that both natural and synthetic rubber are used in
large quantities!3,
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