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Preface

English for Special Purposes is a series of textbooks for anyone who needs to practise spoken
English. Each volume in the series focuses on English skills for the specific needs of a variety of
sectors of Chinese workers and professionals.

English for Hosts is a pronunciation improvement and listening comprehension textbook with
audio cassettes. The book presents the vocabulary, structures, and morphology of English that
are useful to individuals who have to act as hosts to foreign visitors to China. The practice
activities focus on improving a learner’s comprehension, pronunciation, speed, and intonation.
The context for each chapter is an aspect of Chinese life and culture usually of interest to foreign
visitors. The accompanying cassettes will help learners to speak clear and fluent English.
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The Sounds of English
KIERIEER

NE2FEBHALBTNBH—-ORERTIBRIES, M—E
BRI, BRFITZERE, DR TEZELHNEENEE,
X—ERB IR E. A, MEEBREDNMIREEE
R BEESIHNTREFREIXENENEY? YREHE,

AT —lo

C BIARRSGY, RIYMFES:

o FRDYIRISREENEREIREAS;

o FiA DY IRRS BN EEL TEFSHETS;

o FiR DRI ENE RN FERZ TR,

In this unit you will

m learn to recognize and pronounce English final conso-
nants and consonant clusters,

m learn to recognize and pronounce full and reduced
English vowels,

m learn to recognize and pronounce stressed and un-
stressed syllables and words in English.



Part 1

B Pre-listening Exercises WrRijHi >J

English sounds can have many different spellings. To avoid confusion, this unit uses one
sound symbol to represent all the different spelfings for a particular sound. These sound
symbols appear between two forward slashes: //. For example, the vowel sound in
“shoe”, “flu”, “two” and “too” is written like this: /u /.

Most of the sound symbols in this unit use letters from the Roman alphabet. However, two
sounds require special symbols from the Intemational Phonetic Alphabet: // represents the
sound written as th- in “think”, and // represents the sound written as th- in * then.”
Remember— whenever you see letters between two slashes, you are looking at a sound,
not a spelling .

HIEMESETEARMHEEL, IBREER, 2 BEA—-IFhhEERE—IE
BHEHARKHE ., XESHRETERRBLZE, Wa. 8 shoe, flu, two, too
F I TCEIRE fuls .

PPREFAEFSHET LFE, BE 2 EFRATEHBRSHRPHERFTS: /o
F think B th-MA T, /0105 then T - R F. 10H, SIRE DB RAIL A7 RERT
WEFBEZINR MRS, MARYS.

1 (a) Read the information in the box below. It tells you about some important English consonants.

If you don’t know what a word means, check its meaning in the glossary, or ask your teacher.

I A TIERT RS, W AR BE “AICR, BRI,

R



The English language uses 20 different vowel sounds, and 24 different consonant
sounds. A lot of the sounds are similar to the sounds in Chinese. A few English
sounds, like final consonants, are difficult for Chinese speakers.

Chinese words usually end either in -n, -ng, or a vowel. English words, however,
can end with many different consonants. In fact, many words end in a consonant
cluster (two or more consonants.) For example, look at the ending of consonants.
It ends with a combination of the sounds /n/, /t/, and /s/.

English final consonants are very important for two reasons. One reason is that
English words with different meanings often begin with the same sounds. For
example, the only sound difference between “you” and “use” is the final sound: “use”
ends in the consonant sound /z/. The only sound difference between “word” and
“work” is the final consonant: /d/ or /k/. Only the final consonant sound tells
your listener which word you mean.

Another reason is that final consonants often show whether a noun is singular or
plural, or whether a verb is in the past or present tense, for example “noun”
(singular) or “nouns” (plural); “show” (present tense) or “showed” (past tense).

If you don’t recognize final consonants when you hear them, you may not be able to
understand English speakers. If you don’t pronounce final consonants clearly, English
speakers may not be able to understand you.

1 (b) p Read the information again as you listen to the speaker.  WFsR{FIFERE iR i3EHA,

This exercise allows you to check your understanding of the information .
LUF & T BRI GFITLL L 15 BRI R
1 (c) Read the statements below. Decide whether each statement is true or false, according to the
speaker. Circle your answer.

BET FIRRR . RE R HIMT T RIBRIRMIER, B EHEE.

According to the speaker,

1) most English sounds cause problems for Chinese people. True False
2) certain sounds can make both listening and speaking difficult. True False
3) English words always end in consonants. True False

4) English final consonants often contain information about the word.  True False
5) if two words sound similar, it’s a good idea to listen to the
final consonants. True False



B Listening Exercises Wy ))& >]

These exercises introduce words you may hear as you work through the other units in this
book . If you don’t know what a word means, check its meaning in the glossary, or ask
your teacher. T A& N — B A F T BRI U EYBG L. 20 A 4
A EfE “ELE", BEAZIR,

This exercise allows you to practise listening for the final consonant sounds /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/,

/d/, and /g/. SN REE /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/, /d/, 19/,

2 (a) p Listen to the speaker. You will hear single words. Pay attention to the final consonant
sounds. If the word ends in /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/, /d/ or /¢/, circle C. If the word ends in a
vowel, circle V. Wr3R¥ ., RIGUTBIHE, FERRH#ME. WRTREKREL//,
Itf, Ik, bl [dl, 1o 5B, £ C FHEBE, WRLOTESER, £V LEE,

1.C V 4.C V 7.C V 10.C Vv
2.C V 5.C V 8.C V n.c v
3.C V 6.C V 9.C V 12.C V

This exercise allows you to practise listening for the final consonant sounds/l/, /m/, /f/,
/v/, B/ and /(e BE05 th BB EFR, SEXEHE b/, 20 think, G XMBE 6/, 0
there). % EBFIEEIE/I/, /m/, /1, /v/, K/ 18/,

2 (b) p Listen to the speaker. You will hear single words. Pay attention to the final sounds. If
the word ends in /1, /m/, /f/, /v/, /6/, or /&, circle C. If the word ends in a
vowel, circle V. WrsRE ARMIT B8, kEHERBHE T, WRWH K EE Y,
o/, M1, IV, 100, 10 R, TEC EEE, MRUTEERE, £V EEE,

1.C V 4. C V 7.C V¥V 10.C V
2.C V 5.C V 83.C V 11.C Vv
3.C V 6.C V 9.C V 12.C V

This exercise allows you to practise listening for the final consonant sounds /s/, /sh/, /ch/,

and /j/. G E RGN EHE /s/, /sh/, /eh/, /j/,

2 (c) p Listen to the speaker. You will hear single words. Pay attention to the final consonant
sounds. If the word ends in /s/, /z/, /[/, It/, or /j/, circle C. If the word ends in a
vowel, circle V.  Wr3R&, fRETHIHRE, FEHREBHE. WRTBIAAEL/S/,
I, 11, 1 S5, £ C LEE, mRUTESE, £V LEE,
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These exercises allow you to practise listening for specific final consonants .

G E AR E R TR E
3 (a) Read the pairs of words below. Both words begin with similar sounds. One of each pair

ends in a consonant sound you heard in Exercise 2.  BAiE T 5 &% 8id), & 3F BB iA]HY
EIEHLL, BEEP—AEHURESS 2T dNHEESR

1. you use 6. so soap
2. lie  like 7. ray race
3. know note 8. paw pause
4. go goal 9. sigh side
5. play ‘ plague 10. two tooth

3 (b) pListen to the speaker. Pay attention to the word endings. You will hear one word from
each pair. Place a check mark (/) beside the word you hear.
e . EREARMIES, RENEIEREPE—1, EUH8RIEFH5.

3 (c) Read the pairs of words below. Both words begin with similar sounds. One of each pair ends
in a consonant sound you heard in Exercise 2.  BAET #5818, Xt RiEFIERLE
AL, BHP—AHEURESST 2 FHINHEEER.

1. blue bloom 6. key keep
2. bay bathe 7. mar marsh
3. row ‘ robe 8. car carve
4. lie life 9. pea peach
5. char charge 10. we wheel

3 (d) pListen to the speaker. Pay attention to the word endings. You will hear one word from
each pair. Place a check mark (/) beside the word you hear.
s . EEARMNES, RETEISENREPH—, TEVRINRIESE .



B Pronunciation Exercises #3£%5%5>]

These exercises aflow you to practise pronouncing final consonants clearly. You will hear
many of these words as you work through the rest of the units in this book. If you don't
know what a word means, check its meaning in the glossary or ask your teacher.
BRI E. FHGT P ERAGKEERERERHRFHFLTE., WFF
g & L E", HEEI,

4 (a) Read the words below. They all contain single final consonants.

BBE T FIRIA, A B el LS Al o 2

1. rate 5. price 9. language 13. suburb
2. shop 6. traffic 10. surcharge 14. jacket
3. cheque 7. local 11. hotel

4. card 8. credit 12. foreign

4 (b) p Pay attention to the word endings as you read and listen to the words.
WSk FRERIE bR BR], TR R

4 (c) W4 Rewind the tape. This time, imitate the speaker as you repeat each word.
BIFXTH, ARE—R, TERGBIZENRE.

5 (a) Read the one-syllable words below. They all contain final consonant clusters. (The final e is
silent.)  BHETFIBRETE., FERARUBESHEER. (BN LETE)

1. drink 5. rules 9. count 13. twelfth
2. damp 6. world 10. kept 14. clothes
3. best 7. makes 11. cards 15. lives

4. coats 8. bronze 12. tenth 16. tombs

5 (b) pPay attention to the word endings as you read and listen to the words.
W F &R IR R, BRI,

5 (c¢) M4 ReWind the tape. This time, imitate the speaker as you repeat each word.
Bl R EW, HRE—H, EEEFERENEE.

6 (a) Read the two-syllable words below. They all contain final consonant clusters. (The final e is
silent.)  BRIRTFIINE . G RELUHETASERE. (BENe ARE)

1. paintings 3. mountains 5. interest 7. around
2. different 4. province 6. instance 8. project

6 (b) pPay attention to the word endings as you read and listen to the words.
Wk B I EREE Bk e, RE R

6 (c) M Rewind the tape. This time, imitate the speaker as you repeat each word.
BIFEREN, HRIE—R, TSN LS.




