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CARVING



ladies in waiting ‘were carved
inside and outside the sarcopha-
gus, showing the superb art of

carving at that time,

All the figures of the ladies
in waiting are lifelike  and the
carvings give a vivid picture of
the life of the imperial court
during the flourishing period of
the Tang Dynasty, They furnish
data for studying Tang history,
culture and art, One of the ladies
in waiting is carrying a jade
plate, some are playing with
birds, some are admiring flo-
wers, some are lost in thought,
some seem enjoying leisure, some
look dignified, beautiful and
carefree, These carvings not
only vividly portray different
- postures and facial expressions,
but also depict the indivdual
characters of the ladies in wai-
ting,displaying the superb work-
manship of traditional Chinese
carving,

The Tang Dynasty is consi-
dered to be the golden age of
classical Chinese painting and
carving, The works of unknown
painters and sculptors of that
time were as good as the works
of the master of painting Wu
Daozi,« well-known Tang pain-
ter, Their works have a great
influence on the development of
ancient Chinese arts,
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Princess Yongtai, L1 Xianhui,
was the grand-danghter of
Empress Wu Zetian of the Tang
Dynasty (618-907 A,D.) . She
was the 7th daughter of the Tang
Emperor Zhongzong (Li Xian),
She died in Tluoyang, Henan
Province in 701 and was reburied
near Qianzhou (now Qianxian
County, Shaanxi Province) in
706, by the side of the tomb of
her husband Wu Yanji,

The tomb is 87,5 metres by
3.9 metres, and has an entrance
passage, an antechamber and a
coffin chamber, The famous
Princess Yongtai murals were
discovered together with nume-
rous porcelain [igurines, An
exquisitely~carved sarcophagus
was found in the coffin chamber,
The figures of 15 beautiful
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