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Publisher’s Note

Take jokes away from life and you take a good
part of life away from man. Throughout China’s
history the industrious and ingenious Chinese peo-
ple, while creating a brilliant ancient civilization,
have left succeeding generations a rich cultural her-
itage of tens of thousands of jokes, spanning many
different dynasties. The jokes are humorous, sar-
castic, witty, and pointed. They unmask corrupt
and evil practices, ridicule the ugly and ignorant,
and are generally relieving as well as enlightening.
Rooted in society at large, they flourish and will
always be with us.

We have selected several hundred well-known
jokes and added footnotes, illustrations and Eng-
lish translations. Each of the several volumes con-
tains around a hundred jokes. The book is dedicat-
ed to international readers interested in China and
its people. We hope these jokes from past Chinese
dynasties will offer many amusing insights into the

character of the Chinese people.
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Preface

Jokes are the spoken words of the common
people. They are a form of art which is passed
down orally. The jokes which appear in this book
are selected from all kinds of prose, pen jottings
and collected writings, such as Mencius, Han
Feizi, A Forest of .Jokes (by Handan Chun),
Records of Lighting-up Stories (by Hou Bai),
Records of Jokes (by Zhu Kui) and A Whole Forest
of Funny Events (by Chen Yuanliang). Most of
the jokes maintain their original style, while neces-
sary revisions have been made to others. The jokes
satirize and castigate the incompetent, the greedy,
the cruel, the stingy, the mean, the ignorant, the
hypocritical. the deceitful and the cunning. They
also mock mildly and criticize kindly the shortcom-
ings of the common people. Sometimes they make
one laugh by telling of events which run counter to
the logical and rational rules of life, and thus cre-
ate a humorous atmosphere. Therefore, this book
is both entertaining and enables one to appreciate

the beauty of the art of relaxation and pleasure.
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