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History:
The Passing of Time
and Civilizations

Think about and discuss the meaning of the following quotation:

”
ho cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

—George Santayana (1863-1952)
American philosopher and poet



CHAPTER

THE END OF AN
EMPIRE

Montezuma and Cortes

Think about and discuss the meaning of the following quotations:

“Veni. Vidi. Vici."”’ (I came. 1 saw. I conquered.)
—]Julius Caesar (100-44 B.C.)
"I came. 1 saw. God conquered.”

—Charles V (1500-1558)

“.. .God has purposely allowed these lands (Mexico) to be discovered . . . causing these barbaric tribes to be
enlightened and brought to the faith.” (First Dispatch, July 10, 1519 to Charles V)

"“The Aztecs said that by no means would they give thenselves up, for as long as one of them was left he
would die fighting, and that we would get nothing of theirs because they would burn everything or throw
it into the water.” (Third Dispatch, May 15, 1522 to Charles V)

—Hernan Cortes (1485-1547)
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A. Pre-listening Activities (if1%5)) —-——r—0

Preview of the Content (A& TF)

The Aztec Empire of Mexico was one of the most powerful, culturally ad-
vanced empires in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. And yet, in slightly
less than two years, this mighty empire was conquered by a small band of
treasure-seeking Spanish adventurers. Why did this happen? What factors
entered into the downfall of this mighty empire and led to the destruction of
such a sophisticated New World culture? In a few minutes, we’ll take a look
at some of the most obvious factors that led to the fall of the great empire of
Montezuma.

Think about this (B¥H)

Think of several events you consider to be major turning points in the
history of your country. Why were these events turning points? Share your
information with a partner.

THE END OF AN EMPIRE 3



B. Input Models and Listening Activities (T 128 B 4 5])
Orientation Listening (#FR g &1¢0F 4 3 )

As you listen to the lecture for the first time, use the outline below to help
you understand the general content of the lecture and the topics discussed.
The outline should help you perceive the overall structure of the lecture and
the main ideas presented by the lecturer.

I. Extent and power of the Aztec empire
A. Subjugations of area Indians
B. Extension of empire from Mexico City to Guatemala
C. Human sacrifices to Aztec gods
D. Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan
1. Largest city in sixteenth century
2. Military fortress
3. Effective military intelligence system

II. Conquest of Aztec empire
A. Forewarning of Spanish invasion
1. Appearance of white, bearded men
2. Legend of Aztec god Quetzalcoatl
3. Cortes thought to be Quetzalcoatl by Montezuma
4. Spanish gathering of Indian allies
B. Defeat of the Aztecs
. Invasion of the city and capture of the king
. Aztec rebellion against the conquerors
Death of Montezuma
Destruction of the capital
5. Slaughter of the Indians

oW

II1. Factors in the downfall of the Aztecs
A. Fear of the supernatural
B. Role of La Malinche, the Indian woman
C. Cortes’s use of Indian allies
D. Spaniards’ superior weaponry
E. Spaniards’ greed

IV. Fusion of Indian and European cultures creating the Republic of Mexico

4 ADVANCED LISTENING COMPREHENSION



Listening and Notetaking (180 H fiE R4 3)

Now that you've listened to the lecture once, listen to it again and take notes.
The lecturer will present a slower-paced version of the lecture and will
reiterate information so you will have time to take notes. You will be assisted
in your notetaking by a notetaking mentor, who will ask you to check that
you wrote down important information.

THE END OF ANEMPIRE B
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Listening to a Recounting of the Lecture (B Af A ZFAG W ik)

Listen to the lecture a third time, checking to be sure that your notes are
complete. This time the speaker will recount the lecture in a more informal,
spontaneous speaking style, paraphrasing and summarizing the informa-
tion in the lecture,

C. Post-listening Activities (TF %)) —m—-—---re

Recapping the Lecture from Your Notes: Presenting the Information Orally

(RIEERO XM IIAE)

Recount the information you heard in the lecture to a partner, the class, or
your teacher. Use your notes to help you relate the main ideas as well as the
supporting information that you heard in the lecture.

Discussing Information and Issues Presented in the Lecture (FERX A EH{TiHE)

In a group of two to four students, discuss the questions below. Your teacher
may ask you to address one of the questions or all of them. During your
discussion, use the information in your notes to support your ideas. At the
end of the discussion, a representative from the group should summarize
the group’s discussion for the class.

1. Discuss the roles that the following played in the defeat of the Aztecs
by the Spaniards:
a. superior weaponry
b. fear of the supernatural
¢. Montezuma’s indecisive leadership

What factors not mentioned in the lecture may have played a role in
the defeat of the Aztecs?

2. In Mexico there is a fusion of races, but the country is quite homoge-
nous in terms of religion and language. Is your country homogenous
or heterogeneous with respect to:

a. religion?

b. race?

c. language?

d. social customs?

Explain each answer by giving examples.

3. Below you will see a list of pairs of people who were mentioned in the
lecture. With a partner, plan a role play that illustrates a conversation
that might have taken place between these individuals.

a. Montezuma and Cortes

b. Montezuma and the messenger who first saw Cortes’ ships

¢c. Cortes and the leader of an Indian tribe that became Cortes’ ally
d. Cortes and La Malinche

6 ADVANCED LISTENING COMPREHENSION



Practice your role play with your partner, and then present the role
play to the class.

D. Reading Expansion (Jik# R%3])
Preparation of the Reading Expansion in Progress (#7 &% 3J)

Reading a Translation of Ancient Aztec Chronicles

There is a proverb in English that says, “History is written by the vic-
tors.” That is, the nation whose army wins tells the story from their point of
view. The losers rarely get to tell their side of the story. Therefore, most of the
histories of Cortes and Montezuma were written by the Spaniards. The
translation you are about to read is a translation of a chronicle, or history,
written by Aztec writers in the 1500s. The Aztecs wrote down the stories as
they would have told them orally. This means the writing has some qualities
of spoken language such as repetition. You will read a story called “The
Spaniards Arrive in Tenochtitlan” from the Aztecs’ point of view.

The Aztecs who wrote these stories wrote their language down phonet-
ically using the Latin alphabet, which was taught to them by the Spaniards.
The Aztecs used a slightly different spelling system than the Spaniards, so
some of the names of people and places in these stories are spelled differ-
ently by the Aztecs. For example, the Aztecs spell the name of their king
“Motecuhzoma,” and the Spaniards spell his name “Montezuma.” The
spellings are different, but the person they represent is the same. Don't let
the spellings confuse you.

Each section begins with an introduction by the translator. Use this
section to help introduce you to the ideas that will be presented in the more
oral-sounding translation that follows.

THE END OF AN EMPIRE 7



from

The Broken Spears: The
Aztec Account of the
Conquest of Mexico,
(pp 62-69) trans. Leon
Migued Portilla, 1969.
Boston: Beacon Press.

Chapter Eight
The Spaniards Arrive in Tenochtitlan

Introduction

The Spaniards continued their march roward the Aztec capital, accompanied by all the
allies they had brought with them from the Tlaxcala region. The account given in the texts
by Sahagun'’s informants, from which the passages in this chapter are drawn, begins with a
description of the order in which the various sections of the army made their appearance.
They approached the island city from the south, by way of Ixtapalapa, and arrived in Xoloco
(later called San Anton and now part of the Avenue of San Antonio Abad) on November 8,
1519. The precise date is recorded in the XIII relacion of Fernando de Alva Ixtilxochitl.

When Cortes and Motecuhzoma finally met at Huitzillan, on thé same avenue, they
greeted each other in speeches that have been carefully preserved by Sahagun's informants.
The texts then describe the stay of the conquistadors in Tenochtitlan and their greed for the
gold objects in the treasure houses.

Motecuhzoma Goes Qut to Meet Cortes

The Spaniards arrived in Xoloco, near the entrance to Tenochtitlan. That was the end of
the march, for they had reached their goal.
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