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Course Description

This dual-aim course of English for International Conference Communication is
specially designed for non-English major graduate students (particularly for Ph.D.
candidates). The students are required to have passed the College English Test-Band 6 or

equivalent examinations.

Course Objectives
(i) This course attempts to upgrade the student’s comprehensive skills of

communication, especially the practical oral skills necessary for presenting professional
papers at international academic conferences and on other cross-cultural occasions.

(ii) The subject matter also aims to develop the student’s ability of oral defence
(raising and answering questions) in international settings, and to prepare the students for

participating in various international exchanges and cooperation.

Outline of Content

With academic English as its core, and with the general sequence of attending an
international conference as its thread, this course is composed of 14 units, covering the
whole process of conference communication, such as obtaining conference information,
preparing papers, reading manuscripts, beginning and ending speeches, delivering
speeches, raising and answering questions, as well as using audio-visual aids, controlling

non-verbal communication, presiding over meetings (see the Table of Contents).

Teaching Arrangements
With 2 periods per week, this 36-hour course is scheduled for one semester of 18

teaching weeks, including the mid-term test and final course assessment. The teacher is
advised to place different emphases on the 14 units in accordance with the student’s
actual English proficiency and specific needs, or as may be necessary.

Teaching Methods

Much of the class time will be spent in lecturing sessions, discussions and workshops.
Students will be given due instructions and guidances to perform varied speech activities

such as guided oral presentations, oral defence, panel discussions, and free talks with
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“foreign” professionals, which will help enhance the student’s practical speech ability.
And the students’ oral presentation skills will be further practised, monitored and checked
up through the unit assignments and a simulated “international” conference towards the

end of the course.

0 Assessment
The final grade will be given on the basis of (i) the student’s unit assignments; (ii)
the student’s attendance and classroom performance; and (iii) panel evaluation of paper
presentation and oral defence at the simulated conference.
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Obtaining
Conference
Information

Topical Highlights

Q Different Kinds of Meetings: meeting, conference, symposium, congress, convention,
forum, seminar, workshop, colloquium, etc.

O Principal Conference Activities: formal meetings, informal meetings, audio & visual
presentations, teaching & consulting services, exhibitions and business talks, visits
and other social activities

O Classified Conference information: general information, paper submission information,
organizatidnai'information, participants information, conference program information

O Available Information Sources: specialized periodicals announcing meetings, professional
journals and magazines carrying meeting announcements, conference documents,
centers/departments specialized in meetings or other international communication,
learned societies/associations/organizations/institutions, information superhighway,

private channels

Theme Presentation

1. Different Kinds of Meetings

Nowadays, there are thousands of international meetings held worldwide every year.



