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FOREWORD

Yeung Chun-tong
University Museum and Art Gallery
University of Hong Kong

In ancient China, the province of Henan was called the "Central Plain”, an
area which developed early in history. Its two cities, Zhengzhou and Anyang, were
separately made capital during different periods of the Shang dynasty. Over the
past decades, a large quantity of early ritual bronzes has been recovered in its
territories. These come in a variety of complex forms and are, without question,
representative of the essence of Chinese culture.

In the area of pottery, the majority of the Song ceramics which have long
enjoyed the admiration of many were made in Ru Kiln and Jun Kiln, both situated
in Henan. In addition, sancai (three-colour glazed) wares unearthed in Henan display
remarkable splendour. They are primarily the products of Gongyi Kiln. Besides
sancai wares, Gongyi Kiln also produced painted vessels which were used
principally as burial objects. Even though Gongyi Kiln had attained notable
achievements in the art of pottery sculpture and low-fired sancai pottery, products
like these were not treasured in the Tang dynasty.

Sancai pottery produced in Song dynasty Henan can be regarded as the
continuation of those of the Tang, possibly imitation of Tang Dynasty sancei wares.
Covered with sancai glaze and fired in low temperature, these wares had always
been considered lowly in Chinese societies. The reason is that from their emergence
in the Tang dynasty, they were associated with burial. In addition, their body material
was of poor quality, hence they were regarded as products of an inferior grade.
This concept possibly had a negative influence on the development of polychrome-
glazed ceramics in China.

If we compare the form of Tang ceramics, a number of similarities can be
found between the products of Henan and those of the Changsha Kiln in Hunan;
one ready example is the ewer. Yet judging from finds available to us today,
Changsha Kiln clearly excelled over kilns in Henan in both quantity and quality of
its products. However, when it reached the time of Song, Changsha Kiln had
embarked on the road of decline while Longquan Kiln in the province of Zhejiang
and Jingdezhen Kiln in the province of Jiangxi began to rise in prominence.



In the Song Dynasty, more variations in vessel forms can be seen in the products
of the northern kilns. Yubuchun vase (exhibit 64) and angular-shoulder vase (exhibit
27), for instance, were first made by Kilns in northern China such as the Ru Kiln.
Kilns in the north similarly surpassed their counterparts in the south in terms of
decorative patterns. Take the impressed decoration on the celadon from the site of
the Baofengxian Kiln as an example. Charmingly composed with fluent line-works,
it exemplifies a standard not reached by Longquan Kiln celadons nor Jingdezhen
Kiln gingbai (pale blue-white) wares. Celadons are in fact products made in
emulation of bronzes; both of their colours are greenish in hue. In this connection,
the complicated decorative patterns on the Henan celadons (exhibits 35-41) are
also copies of the decorative patterns found on bronzes, and the group of protruding
lines found on the interior of the bowl (exhibit 40) is again an imitation of metallic
vessels.

The Northern Song saw the zenith of Henan pottery. It was during this period
that the Ru Kiln succeeded in mastering the firing of the beautiful sky-blue glaze,
and the Jun Kiln produced ceramics with the magnificent flambe glaze in crimson
colour. These are all achievements which warrant admiration.

The capital of Northern Song was Bienliang, situated in present day Kaifeng
in the province of Henan. Ding Kiln, Ru Kiln and Jun Kiln were kilns which produced
high quality wares for imperial use. Tt is also likely that a portion of the ceramic
wares used at the court were made by a kiln located in Bienliang. No definitive
conclusion, however, can be reached as to how these imperial wares looked. For
this reason, archaeologists are still trying to locate the site of this imperial kiln in
Kaifeng.

Finds from the Qingliangsi Kiln site in Baofengxian consist of a great variety.
They include wares in sky-blue glaze, blue glaze, sancai glaze, white glaze and
black glaze. These finds evidence the remarkable achievements of the Qingliangsi
Kiln. Even though the use of the sky-blue glaze may be after the Ru Kiln, and other
glazes in the style of Yaozhou Kiln, Gongyi Kiln, Ding Kiln and Jian Kiln, Qingliangsi
Kiln was, nevertheless, the centre of pottery production in northern China during
the Northern Song.

Jun wares in lavender glaze and crimson-splash flambe glaze were excavated
from the Juntai Kiln site in the city of Yuzhou. The firing technique employed by
Jun Kiln was relatively complicated. This could possibly be why its production was
rather limited in number. From another perspective, Jun wares also follow bronzes



in form, but neither the lavender glaze nor the crimson splashes is close to the
colour of bronzes. These glazes, though emblematic of Jun wares, did not win for

them popularity among the populace.

The impressed floral design found on the Jun dish (exhibit 80) is particularly
rare. [n most cases, impressed designs on Song ceramics follow decorative patterns
found on bronze vessels. Since Jun wares are not successful copies of bronzes,
most Jun wares are plain.

Comparing the Tang dynasty white ware (exhibit 17) and the vellow-glazed
wares (exhibit 18-20) of Hebi Kiln with the products of Changsha Kiln, we will find
that their styles are rather close. The Song products of Hebi Kiln, though unlike
both Ru Kiln and Jun Kiln, do not possess any distinctive features, they, nonetheless,
are not to be neglected. Hebi was a well established kiln which had a long history
and produced an extensive range of ceramics, including Cizhou type wares, white
wares, black wares and Jun type wares.

Generally speaking, kilns in Henan produced a variety and not just one type
of products. Different kilns can be seen to have used similar forms and glazes. One
good example is the sky-blue glaze of Ru Kiln. Its colour is in fact very close to that
used by Jun Kiln. The reason why Ru sky-blue glazed wares are much treasured is
the scarcity in the number of extant wares.

During the Northern Song, Henan, privileged by its position as the political
and economic centre, was the most important consumer market for ceramics. This
in turn stimulated its ceramic production. After the shift of political power to the
south close to the end of the Song dynasty, economic conditions in northern China
began to decline. The number of consumers of Henan ceramics fell, but Henan
was unable to transport its products to the wealthier region of Jiangnan. As a
consequence, from the Southern Song onwards, Longquan Kiln in Zhejiang,
Jingdezhen Kiln and Jizhou Kiln in Jiangxi rose to overtake the leading position
previously occupied by kilns in Henan. From this time on, Henan ceramics
proceeded along the road to extinction.

UMAG wishes to express its gratitude to the Henan Institute of Cultural Relics
and Archaeology and the Yuzhou Museum for their assistance and lending of the
exhibits. This exhibition would not have been possible without their support. We
would also like to thank the Fine Arts and Music Endowment Fund of the University
of Hong Kong for their sponsorship.
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