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ON THE SHORE OF WEST LAKE

When you fly over Hangzhou during the day and look down, you will be surprised to see a
lake shimmering like a bright peari below. This is the famous West Lake.

Comparing West Lake to a pearl is a good simile; it also coincides with an age-old legend,
which says that in remote antiquity when Jade Dragon and Golden Phoenix were polishing a
piece of precious jade by the Heavenly River, the jade was transformed into a bright pearl that
sparkled in heaven. Upon hearing about it, the Queen Mother of the West sent someone to
take away the pearl for herself. Jade Dragon and Golden Phoenix went to see her and demanded
it back. During the subsequent scramble for it, the pearl fell down, landed on the western side
of the city of Hangzhou and became West Lake. Jade Dragon and Golden Phoenix also came
down to the lakeside and became Jade Emperor's Hill and Phoenix Hill that guard the lake day
and night.

Afable as it is, the story, however, told a truth. It was long years of polishing that transformed
West Lake into a bright pearl. Jade Dragon and Golden Phoenix who polished it were none
other than the people of Hangzhou. In the long-distant past, West Lake was a bay at the mouth
of the Qiantang River. The bay was later silted up and became a lagoon. The first signs of a
lake appeared 1800 years ago. In the year 591, after the seat of the Hangzhou county
government was moved to the foot of Phoenix Hill, people began to remould West Lake. During
the Tang dynasty (618-907), when the great poet Bai Juyi served as the governor of Hangzhou,
he dredged the lake and built causeways. He also went on pleasure trips there and wrote
poems about the lake. As a result, the lake became famous throughout the country. Later,
under the guidance of Su Dongpo, Yang Mengying and Ruan Yuan, isles, causeways, pavilions,




terraces and other structures, which embodied traditional Chinese cultural ideals and were
wholly compatible with the basic quality of the local landscape, were built, fransforming West
Lake, a lake created by nature, into a lake better than nature's creation, a lake with a rich
cultural content and more elegant and attractive. With cloud-enshrouded hills on three sides
and a city on one side, West Lake is located at a spot that conveys the feeling of both solidity
and openness, magnificence and delicacy, a place of perfect structural beauty with appropriate
degrees of openness and closeness. Emphasis is laid on curved lines with green and dark
green as the key colours. The beautiful isles and causeways and elegant pavilions and terraces
give the scenery refreshing reliefs. Although many of the structures are man-made, they do not
look so, because they melt naturally with nature and have become parts of nature. There are
appropriate open spaces for the comfort of the eyes and for pacifying the mind, an arrangement
that represents the beauty of the golden mean and peace of mind in philosophy. The lake is
close to a city, and yet far away from the crowd, where people can find joy and inspirations in
a harmonious union between man and nature, a union of heaven, earth and man. It leads one
into dreams and yearnings, in which one is intoxicated by the beauty of the environment. For
this reason, West Lake has become a rare classic in China's landscape culture. Its beauty is
inexhaustible and varied in different seasons, time of the day, weather and spaces. There are
endless scenic wonders. The great poet Su Dongpo (1037-1101) of the Song dynasty, wrote
that West Lake "is always perfectly beautiful whether heavily made up or lightly rouged." "As its
beauty in different shades is to be found everywhere, how can we see all of it?"

The beauty of West Lake has marvelled many a visitor from overseas both in the past and
present. More than 400 years ago, a Japanese envoy said with emotion, "l saw a picture of the
lake in the past and did not believe there was such a lake in the human world. When | pass by
the lake today, | found the painter of the picture was lacking in skill.” Marco Polo, the famous
13th- century Venetian traveller, praised Hangzhou as "the most beautiful and noble city in the
world” on account of the beauty of West Lake and prosperity of the city of Hangzhou. Disaster
nearly befell on Hangzhou in history because of the beauty of West Lake. During the Northern
Song dynasty (960-1127), the poet Liu Yongzeng extolled the beauty of Hangzhou and West
Lake in his poem Watching Sea Tide. Later, after reading the poem, the Kin ruler Wanyan
Liang (reigning 1149-1161) sent a painter secretly into the Hangzhou to paint pictures of the
scenic attractions of West Lake before he led his army in a southward march. When he saw the




pictures painted by the painter, he was overwhelmed with joy. He had the pictures framed on a
screen and added a picture of himseif riding on a horse on top of Wushan Hill on the shore of
West Lake and wrote these words: "Leading an army of a million, | ride my horse to the top the
first peak of Wushan Hill.”

The beautiful West Lake has attracted many public figures to Hangzhou. Most of the famous
poets in Chinese history had been at West Lake and written thousands of poems about it.
Hangzhou was the capital of the state of Wuyue (907-978) and the Southern Song dynasty
(1127- 1279). Emperor Lizong of the Southern Song dynasty and Emperor Kangxi of the Qing
dynasty had an imperial travelling palace and garden built on Solitary Hill, where "the scenery
of lake and hill is at its best." In the last half of a century, Hangzhou has played host to as many
as 100 heads of governments and leaders of states, including Richard Nixon, Georges Pompidou
and Margaret Thatcher. On the shore of West Lake are many former residences and graves of
famous Chinese poets, painters, scholars and national heroes, which lend historic interest to
West Lake.

The beauty of West Lake is embodied in its many attractions. In addition to the 10 traditicnal
attractions that date back more than 800 years, there are now 10 new attractions elected in
modern times. Around the lake, there are also famous gardens and parks, such as Guozhuang,
Liuzhuang, Wangzhuang, Xiling Seal Engraving Society, Zhongshan Park and Princes Bay
Park; famous springs, such as Dragon Well, Tiger-Dug Spring and Jade Fountain; famous
hills, such as Solitary Hill, South Peak and Five-Cloud Hill; famous caves, such as Stone
House, Misty Cloud, Cloud-Hovering and Lingshan caves; famous temples, such as Lingyin,
Jingci, Santianzhu and Phoenix temples; famous sites, such as Pagoda of Six Realms, Flying-
in Peak, Rocky Grottoes, ruins of the imperial palace on Phaenix Hill, Crane-Keeping Pavilion
and Hall of Flourishing Literature; famous museums, such as Zhejiang Museum, China Tea
Museum, China Silk Museum, Zhejiang Hu Qingyu's Museum of Chinese Medicine and Museum
of Government Porcelain Kilns of the Southern Song Dynasty.
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West Lake. a lake of 5.6 square kilometres in the western part of Hangzhou in
Zhejiang Province, 1s surrounded by hills on three sides with the city of Hangzhou
on one side.
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Sunset on the lake.
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West Lake is screened by gauze-like tender green willows in spring.
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Green willows interspersed with pink peach| -
blossoms add infinite colour to spring.
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Baoshu Pagoda

In the year 975. Jian Liu, king of the state of Wuyue, was
summoned to the capital by the emperor and did not return for
a long time. His ministers built the pagoda to pray for his safe
return. The pagoda standing gracefully like a young maiden
has become a landmark of Hangzhou.
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“A vast expanse of green are the lotus leaves that spread to the
horizon; Unusually red are the flowers in the setting sun.” These
two lines describe summer on West Lake.

CEEREM LA, BRHPIESREAL”. BTG TME H RS



Traces of Snow on
Broken Bridge

This is one of the 10
attractions of West Lake,
where the world is like a
jade carving.
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Bai’s Causeway >
Starting from Broken Bridge. Bai’s Causeway runs for a whole
kilometres to Solitary Hill in the west. Walking on the causeway is
like walking into a picture.
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