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A bird's eye view of Jinshan Temple. 1t was
first built in the fourth century during the time
of the Eastern Jin Dynasty. Built according to the
contour of the hijll. it had 3,000 monks at its
prime.
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The scenic beauty of the Jinshan temple

in different seasons in pictures. Shown here are

two pictures depicting the scenery of the Temple in early summer and deep winter.

JINSHAN TEMPLE

Jinshan Hill was originally an
islet rising from the centre of Chang-
jiang (Yangtze) River. Through cen-
turies of silting, the river bed rose
higher and higher until the islet
merged with the land and became a
pennisular. Jinshan Temple on the
hill was first built in the period- of
the Eastern Jin dynasty (A.D.317—
420> 1,500 years ago, it is one of the
famous ancient temples in China
having more than 3,000 monks in its
prime. In the temple, halls are syste-
matically arranged like scales of a
fish or teeth of a comb and pavi-
lionsand buildings are built against
the hill, forming a brilliant and

splendid group of architecture.

The flooding of Jingshan Temple
in the fairy tale.The Srtory of the
White Snake took place here. A
white snake, after 500 years of de-
votion, transformed herself into a
beautiful girl named Bai Suzhen. She
met a young man named Xu Xian at
the Fallen Bridge beside West Lake
in Hangzhou They fell in love and
married. But Monk Fahai, then the
abbot of Jinshan Temple and a repre-
sentative of the feudal power, dis-
rupted the happy family. He cheated
Xu into coming to Jinshan Temple
and wouldn’t let him go home. Bai
came to the temple and asked for
her husband. Being refused entry, she
was furious and with her magic
power, she whipped the roaring wa-

ves and flooded the temple. Later,
Xu Xian escaped through the Bai-
long (White Dragon) Cave on th
north side of the hill. At the Fal-
len Bridge, Hangzhou, he encounte-
red Bai and her faithful maid Xiao
Qing, the incarnate of a green snake.
They were reunited and opened their
hearts to each other. Now, at the
entrance of the Bailong Cave on the
hill stands a stone statue of Bai Su-
zhen and Xiao Qing, adding attrac-
tion to the renowned hill,

The Zhongleng (cool in the mid-
dle) Spring at the west of Jinshan
is known as “The First Spring Under
Heaven”. The water here is clear
and limpid. Making tea from this
water will add fragrance and
sweetness to the taste.
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Bailong (White Dra-
gon) Cave. According to
the fairy tale “The White
Snake”, Xuxian escaped
from Jinshan Temple
through this cave and re
united with his wife Bai
Suzhen (the transforma-
tion of the white snake)
at Hangzhou's Fallen Bri-
dge after she had flooded
Jinshan Hill.
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The statue of Fahai. According to historical
records, Monk Fahai was the son of Pei Xiu,
a Tang Dynasty prime minister. Seeing that
the temple was dilapidated and haunted by
snakes and insects, he burned one of his finger
joints and swore to rebuild the temple. He
became the founder of the present Jinshan
Temple.
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Shooting the film “The White Snake”.
Under the limelight, cinematographers were
shooting on the spot the scene of Fahai, the
abbot of Jinshan Temple, enticing Xuxian to
be a monk.
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The “First Spring Under Heaven” In ancient times, Liu Pochu
classified water under heaven into seven categories and graded the
water of this spring the best. The spring was originally in the middle
of the river, however, during the reign of Qing emperor Daoguang,
the spring became part of the land because of alluviation.
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Spring water in the bowl holds coins. Waters drawn
from “The First Spring Under Heaven” is clear and mellow. excel-
lent for making tea. Dropping coins in a bowl full of spring water,
it stands a few millimetres over the rim without spillin .
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A painting of Jinshan in ancient times. Sesshu, o
a Japanese monk and painter, visited Jinshan twice } ‘
[

in 1472, during the period of Emperor Benmei of \
Japan. When he was back, he painted this picture.
The twin pagoda in the picture was built in the
11ith century during the Song dynasty but was top-
pled in the late Ming Dynasty.
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#£ILE STFHFILO. BILEE, RILKETE _ Jiaoshan Hill. The hill is actually an islet in
BN, BEEFER. “EILILES 5§ “‘eIFE the middle of Changjiang (Yangtze) River. Stan-
7, FER4EXR. " ding at the river bank and looking from afar, one

can see a vast expanse of water with a distant
hill. Only when one is in the hill can he see the
ancient temple hidden in it. There is a saying
which goes.In Jiaoshan, the hill embraces the temple,
while in Jinshan, the temple embraces the hill
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“The SeaHas Calmed
Down” in the handwriting
of Hu, a noted Ming Dyna-
sty calligrapher. These wo-
rds comes from Shang Shu
(Book of History). In their
original meaning, they were
in praise of the appearance
of a saint in China and the
achievement of order across
the country. But, in the
present context, they refer
to the power of Jiaoshan in
subduing the turbulent sea.
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The Seated Statue of Sakyamuni. In the grand altar,

there is an inscription by Emperor Kangxi of the Qing dyna-
sty which reads “Xianglin”, meaning the “grove of incense
sticks”.
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A buddhist ceremony. Master Mingshan, an excecutive
director of Chinese Buddhist Association and abbot of the
Jiaoshan Temple, is preaching Buddhist scriptures.
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The Imperial Tablet Pavilion. Carved on the giant tablet
is the Song of Touring Jiaoshan in' the handwriting of Empe-
ror Qianlong of the Qing dynasty. At its west stands an 800
vear old gingko tree. Strange enough, there is another tree

8Towing parasitically from its trunk, so it is called “mother-
and-son tree”,

BRSO TR ARSI, EORAILE, NE
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. Yihe Ming Pavilion, It is said that Wang Xizhi, the fambus
calligrapher, wrote Yike Ming (In Commemomntion of the Burying
of a Crane) in Jiaoshan. The inscription was originally carved
on a cliff, but it was later struck by thunder, broke into pieces
and fell into the river, During the years of Qing Emperor Kang-
‘xi, five of the residual pieces were recovered from the river-
bed. These remaining stone have 81 intact and 1] incomplete
characters on them. Since the Tang and Song
inscription  has been regarded by all as the
character calligraphy”, :

.

dynasties, the
“ancestor of big
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Inscription on a rock. Lu You, a famous patriotic poet
of the Southern Song dynasty once came on a snowy day
and - looked at the Yike Ming. In the following year, he
wrote an . article marking the occasion and Huan, an hon-
oured monk in Jiaoshan Temple, inscribed the article on
a cliff. The inscription, still intact,is in Lu You’'s hand-
which is noted for its vigorous and refined



THE FLOATING
JADE——
JIAOSHAN HILL

-Jiaoshan Hill lies to the north-
" west of the city of Zhenjiang. It
stands in the middle of Changjiang
(Yangtze) River like a piece of floa-
ting jade,

A ferry service connects Zhen-
Jiang with Jiaoshan Hill. Coming
out of the Jiaoshan pier and entering
the hill gate, one can see Dinghui
Temple directly in front of him,
First built more than 1, 000 years
ago, the temple remains miraculous-
ly intact despite the ups and downs
and warfire in the area through the
ages. The grand altar was renovated
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Baomo Xuan (Pavilion of Treasured Calligraphic Works) In
the pavilion are preserved hundreds of tablet
the Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. The handwri-
tings of calligrpahers of all schools‘ are represented here. This
has brought Jiaoshan the honoured title of the “Hill of Calligra-

phy "

inscriptions of

in the Ming dynasty (1368—1614)
on the basis of the original Tang
dynasty design and is now
still shining with splendour and ma-
jesty. :
Baomo (Treasured Calligraphic
Works) Pavilion boasts a fine col-
lection of tablet inscriptions inlaid
in its walls. Many authentic pieces
of calligraphy written by ancient
calligraphers are preserved here.
The most striking piece kept here as
a precious cultural relic is the “Yj
He Ming” (An Engraved Inscription
in Commemoration of the Burial of a
Crane). The inscription on a giant
mountain rock is said to be in the
handwriting of Wang Xizhi, the re-
nowned calligrapher in the Eastern
Jin dynasty (317—420).

In the Sanzhao Caveonthe hill,
there is a statue of the hermit Jiao

Guang of the Eastern Han dynasty
(A.D. 25—220). Dissatisfied with the
policies of the court, Jiao led a se-
cluded life here by picking woods.
The hill was named after his sur-
name by people in memory of him.

The Biefeng (Other Peak) Cot-
tage in Bitao (Green Peach) Bay
was once used by Zheng Bangiao, a
famous painter in the Qing dynasty
as his study. With plain style win-
dows and simple bamboo furniture,
the cottage is secluded, refined and
clean.

On the summit of Jiaoshan Hill is
the Xijiang (¢ .aking in the view of
the river) Pavilion where one can
geta fine panoramic view of
Changjiang (Yangtze) River. The
enchanting scenery here makes one
forget about all the worries in the
world.

HRE FHUESEEZA, TREWAT
K.
Zhuang’ guan (Grand view) Pavilion.
Ina hill full of scenic beauties, we should
walk slowly and enjoy. How magnificent
is the autumn scene on the river, let’s
stop for a while and have a good look.
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Statue of Jiao Guang, a hermit in the Eastern Han Dy-~
nasty. History has it that the Emperor delivered three conse-
cutive imperial edicts, ordering Jiao to enter government Ser-
vice, but was thrice refused by Jiao. He led a secluded life in
Jiaoshan and died of old age in the hilly forest. People later
‘named his reclusive abode “San Zhao Cave”, meaning the cave
of three imperial edicts,

B e AR, LMESAERE.

Autumn scene. Autumn leaves are turning red. It's high
time to catch fishes big and fleshy. So indulged are the anglers
at the lakeside that they stay on, forgetting about going back
home.

EREEL BRERSS L ARl HEEEE, ESREE
15 RE S RSB T,

The Study of Zheng Bandiao. Zheng Bangiao, a noted pa-
inter of the Qing dynasty,once resided in the Bie Feng cottage
in Jiaoshan. Many interesting stories about him are still on
people’s lips until now.
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Moonlight scene at Huayan. The silvery moon is rising
from the river, and the sound of surging waves is heard. Lea-
ning on the bannisters of Huayan Pavillion beside the river,
looking at waters and at the moon above, one would suddenly
be aware that fairyland really exists on earth.
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Ganlu (Sweet Dew) Temple. It is said to be built during
the Period of the Three Kingdoms. As the hill is majestic
and imposing, moreover, historical relics are everywhere to
be found here, threrfore it has been a place for scholars and
men of letters tovisit and meditate on the past. They gather-
ed here to compose and read poems.As a result. it has been
more of a place for scholars than one for monks.

RTE—IWL” ERHNEE, PRYE, RBERAES
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“The Best Place Under Heaven”. It is said that these
words were spoken by Liu Bei and written by Emperor Wu
Di of the Liang dynasty during the period of Southern and
Northern Dynasties. Wu Ju, a calligrapher of the Song dyna-
sty, copied and carved it on the tablet. ’
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The old dowager of the state of Wu meeting her son~in-law,

(A painting). At the time of. the Period of the Three Kingdoms,

Sun Quan, the king of Wu was unhappy that Liu Bei, the ruler of

the state of Shu, had borrowed one of Sun’s prefectures, and refu-

sed to return it. Sun pretended that he would offer his own
sister's hand to Liu, planning that when Liu came for the cere-
mony, he would withdraw the marriage offer and force Liu torelin-
"quish the borrowed territory. However, Liu saw through the trick
and by bribing a dignitary in the Wu court, he succeeded in get-
ting the mother of Sun Quan to come to Ganlu temple to meet
him. At the meeting, the old dowager was satisfied with Liu and
the marriage took place. Sun’'s conspiracy failed, he outsmarted
himself and suffered a double loss——his sister and the prefecture.
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In front of the Zhouma Horse
Galloping) Gully. Sun Quan and Liu
Bei once bet on their horsemanship.
Galloping their horses briskly through
this path uphill, they reined on
the precipice. Standing steep-

1y in mid-air, the cliff is a hundred

“zhang” (approx. 33.3m) high, with
the river running below it,
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Duo Jing (Various Scenery) Tower,
It is said to be the dressing tower
of Sun Quan's sister, Sun Shang-
Xiang.

THE MANY
SIGHTS ON
BEIGU

Beigu Hill is located at the north-
west of the city of Zhenjiang. Its
winding range and steep cliffs are
so fascinating that, some 1,400 years
ago, Xiaoyan, Emperor Wu Di of
the Liang dynasty during the period
of the Southern and Northern Dynas-
ties called it “The Best Place Under
Heaven”.

The ancient Ganlu (Sweet Dew)
Temple is the main structure on Bei-
gu. The whole group of architecture
is antiquated, simple and rnassive,
standing majestically on the hill, it
makes the scenery more impressive,
perilous, peculiar and spacious.

The Ganlu Temple .is a reminder
of an old legend about the marriage
of Liu Bei, the ruler of the Kingdom
of Shu during the period of the Three
Kingdoms (A.D. 220—280). It was
here that Liu won the favour of the
old dowager of the Kingdom of Wu
and got the sister of Sun Quan, King
of Wu, as his bride. This highly dra-
matic episode reflected the intense
political struggle at that time. With
a winding and fascinating plot, the
story has been on everybody's lips
through the ages. Traditional operas

based on this theme are still popular
today. The story also brought popula-
rity to Ganlu Temple.

The Shijian (Sword-testing)
Stone and Zouma (Ambling Horse)
Gully to the south of the temple and
at the foot of the hill are said to be
the places where Liu Bei and Sun
Quan rivalled and contested. They
also divined the outcome of their
rivalry here. Moreover, the Lingyuan
Pavilion, the Heng Stone and the
Tomb of Taishi Ci are all relics
about famous personages in the
period of the Three Kingdoms.

Duojing (Various Scenery) To-
wer, said to have been the dressing
place of Liu Bei's bride, commands
the best view from Beigu Hill. Clim-
bing up the two-storyed tower, one
can have a fine view of the mighty
Changjiang rolling by and the
picturesque hills at the distance.

The Ganlu Pagoda was first
built in the Tang dynasty (A.D.618—
907). Many vivid and real-to-life
figures of flying apsaras and statues
of Buddha were cast on the walls of
the pagoda. From the wvault of the
pagoda, which formed as its base,
were excavated more than 2, 000 pie-
ces of cultural relics of the Tang and
Song dynasties, among which are
a  precious gold coffin and a
silver outer coffin,
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Ji liang (Offering Sacrifices
to the River) Pavillion. When Liu
Bei died of illness, his wife (Sun
Quan’s sister) was in deep grief.
She came here and offered sacri-
fices beside the riverto her hus-
band who died in Baidi City, (also
a city on the bank of Changjiang
(Yangtze) River but more than
2,000 kilometers upstream). Final-
ly, she drowned herself in the
river,

i BT+ —tHede R e,
HBHEHER XK.

Iron Pagoda. Built in 1078 dur-
ing the Northern Song dynasty, it
originally had nine stories. During
the Ming and Qing dynasties, it
was destroyed by seismic tidal
waves and lightning, only four
stories remained. The upper two
stories were later added to the
remaining four, they are exact re-
plicas of the original. Statues of
Buddha and flying apsaras were
cast on the walls of the pagoda.
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Gold coffin and silver outer
coffin. More than two thousand
pieces of cultural and historical
relics of the Tang and Song dynas-
ties were excavated from the
vault of the tower during its reno-
vation in 1961. The gold coffin and
silver outer coffin were peerless-
. ly exquisite in craftsmanship.
Buddhist relics are preserved in
them. :




