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1. Start School with a Click
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Getting ready to go back to school in the good old days of, say,
1997 meant a few trips to the mall' and the stationery aisle’ and a
quick check of the bus route. This year, for many parents, there are
some new things to remember: the teacher’s e-mail address, the
school’ s website’ and which night online homework help chat will
be offered. “The 1990~2000 school year will be the one where the
majority of parents really feel the Internet’s influence on their child’
s education at the everyday level,” says Jonathan Carson, chairman
and CEO of the Family Education Co., which offers a parenting
website at familyeducation. com® and a framework for local schools
to create and maintain their own sites.

This year promises to show a quantum leap’ in the spread of
school technology: parents in many districts can expect to be able to
check the school lunch menu, read class notes, see activity calendars
and view nightly homework assignments—all online. “The schools
are wired®,” says Carson. “A majority of parents now have access

and the educators are ready to go.”



Over the summer, parents of high school German students in
Ithaca, N.Y.7 got to be part of a class trip to Europe, through their
home computers. The class brought a digital camera and laptop®
with them to Germany and documented their visit on their web
page’. Harry Ash, father of 16-year-old traveler Brian, found it
reassuring to see his son’s smiling face from half a world away.
Before their kids left, parents checked the site for scheduling
information, a list of activities and advice on cultural differences.

When it’ s designed well, a district, school or classroom
website can change the relationship between the parent and the
school, says Cynthia LaPier, Ithaca’s director of information and
instructional technology. “The more you can involve parents in
school, the better.” LaPier says. “The technology gives us another
way to reach them, especially parents of secondary school students,
who tend to be less involved. ”

Ithaca high school physics teacher Steve Wirt gets e-mail from
parents regularly, some from moms and dads he believes might
otherwise not pick up the phone with a concern. Using software
called Blackboard Courselnfo!®, Wirt conducts online chats with his
students often reviewing for a quiz or discussing homework
problems.

The way things are going, by the end of this year, many
parents may be fully converted — and in fact dependent upon their
schools’ technological capabilities. At a recently wired school in
Novi, Michigan, the school webmaster'! was just a few hours late
posting®? the lunch-menu calendar on the website. In that time,
more than a dozen parents called him by telephone to request the
information. “A year ago, it never would have been there,” says
Carson. And now parents are finding it’s tough to get by without
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2. A Global Challenge

for the New Century
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From the time [ was a boy, I had dreamed of seeing elephants,
giraffes and lions in the wild. But as I gazed across the lush' African
plain, what amazed me even more were all the creatures I’ d never
known existed—the lechwe, the kudu’, the lilac-breasted roller. I
watched them in wonder.

That morning two years ago in Botswana’ s stunning Chobe
reserve, | wished every child in the world could share these
magnificent sights. And I worried that in a few generations’ time,
they could be lost even to the children of Africa.

As we enter the 21st century, a new global economy draws
nations ever closer. But our growing interdependence hinges on
much more than technology and trade. For we are linked
intrinsically by the physical and biological webs that sustain life on
our planet—and, increasingly, by the threat of their unraveling’ .
Indeed, unless we reach across borders and face this threat together,
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