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A Before Reading

1 Which big ities have you visited? Write a list of their numes.

2 D you Irke bag etties? Or do you dislike them?! Complete one
uf these senrences.
{a) T like bug cittes because...
(b)Y T dislike big cities because...

My Notes:
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INTRODUCTION
S33558338508830808000088000.08

San Francisco is an important city on the west coast of
the Unired States of America. It is not a very large ciry.
Only 679,000 people live in San Francisco.

But San Francisco is the financial center of western
America. It is also a genter for music and art. And itisa
city for tourists. Three and a half million people visit San
Francisco every year.

San Francisco is an international city. People from
many countries live there. Let us look at this interesting
city.

\ .
A

b ™
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San Francisco - a view over the bay
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The Spanish in California

San Francisco and California are Spanish names. In
1520, the Spanish army took Mexico, in North America.
After that, Spanish explorers looked for more land. They
sailed north along the western coast of North America.
They called the land along the coast California.

Many years later, Spanish soldiers and menks went
together into California. The monks were religious
teachers, or missionaries. Between 1769 and 1823,
monks built twenty-one
missions along the
coast of California.
They taught their reli-
gion to American Indians
at these missions.

Near each mission,
soldiers built a military
post. The soldiers pro-
tected the mission and
protected the land too.

The Mission of $an Francisco de
Ecatapec Church



San Francisco and its Bay

Spanish ships sailed into some beautiful bays on the
California coasr. These bays made very good harbors,
Buc the sailors did not find the biggest bay of all. The
opening to rhis bay was very small, and it was often
hidden by fog. The Spanish sailors did not see it.

In 1769, some Spanish soldiers found the bay. The
bay was separated from the ocean by a peninsula — a long
piece of land. The soldiers retumed to their post and
described the bay. .

Seven years later, Spanish soldiers and monks came
to the bay. They built a military post on the peninsula,
They also built the Mission of San Francisco de Asis. San
Francisco, or Saint Francis, is a saint in the Roman
Catholic religion.

From Spain to Mexico to America
For seventy years, San Francisco was a small village. But
many things were changing in North America.

In 1776, the United States of Armerica became a free
country. In 1821, the Mexicans defeated the Spanish,
and Mexico became a free country. California was
governed by Mexico.

From 1846 to 1848, there was a war between the
United Srates and Mexico. After the war, Mexico gave
California to the United States. At thus time, about 800
people were living in San Francisco.

In 1850, California became the thirry-first srate of
the United States of America.
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San Francisco before .1848

Gold!
In 1848, gold was discovered in the hills near San
Francisco. After that, San Francisco changed completely.

In 1849, men came to San Francisco from all over
the world. They were called ‘Forty-Niners’ and they
were looking for gold. Some were from the United
States. Some came from South America, Australia and
China. Many came by land, but others came by sea.
More than 500 ships sailed into San Francisco Bay
through the narrow entrance — the Golden Gate. The
men left the ships in the Bay and hurried into the
mountains.

About 80,000 men came to California in the Gold
Rush. Some of these ‘Forty-Niners' found gold and
became very rich. But most of them found nothing.

)

nm L s




