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PREFACE

General Zhang Xueliang is a versonality who exerted a far—reaching influence on China’s modern history. His deeds consti-
tuted a brilliant chapter in China's modemn histary. He is a great patriot among the descendants of Ancestors Yan and Huang His
1eputation has spread abroad.

Zhang Xueliang was born in a warlord famiiy which enjoyed high prestige and repute, and cantrolled a vast oiece of land. He
is naturally intelligent and is deeply nurtured by the oriental Confucian classics and feudal ethics. and the occidental civilization In
his mind exists the duality that he cherishes the ideas of being loyal 1o the savereign. symaathetic to the country, subjects being
the basis of the country, chivalry and anata (non—intervention of Taoism), and of freedom, equality and fraternity, government of
the people. by the peaple and for the people, and the bourgeais patriotism In his early twenties, he began to command tens of
thousands of troops. fighting narth and south. Just as he said. " Sull under thirty, | held power in my own hands and dealt with ma-
jar issues by myself. " Tempered through difficulties and hardshios, he is a capable person both in.commanding troops and admin-
istering state affairs.

In the first twenty years of this century, the Northeast was under the covetous pillage and pincer attack of the Japanese and
Russian imperialists. who outrageously took the Mortheast as the battle—field and cesperately vied with each other for grabbing
the lions share of rights and interests in the Martheast Under the specific historical situation, he developed his anti—imperialist
and patriotic consciousness. When involved in the warlord tangled warfare and witnessing his fellow—countrymen kill each other
and people wander about as refugees, he becarme profoundly aware that itwould be impossible to unite and keep out foreign hu-
miliaticn without stopping the civil war so that he proposed. on many accasions. Lo his Tather that the civil war be stopped and
troops be withdrawn outside Shanhaiguan Pass, and his father nodded his assent in the and,

In 1828, atter Zhang Zuolin was killed, ke was in charge of the military and administrative affairs of vital importance. He paid
much attention o the modern construction of the Nartheast. He curbed the Japarese economic aggression. vigorously fostered
the national industry and commerce. sped up the construction of railways. and developed education and physical culture. He
worked with a will to make the courtiy strong and achieved brilliant success. But it was much to be regretted that the September
18th Incident strangled in the cradle his noble aspiration of building a new Northeast

After Russia suffered reverse in the Russo—Japanase War, the Japanese foree quickly expanded to the south of the Northeast,
When coming into contact with Japan, he always parsistantly defended state sovareignty and never yielded to the Japanese pres-
sure. When the Northeast was on the verge of changing flags, Japan attempted in vain to obstruct it by way of temptation and in-
timidation, but Zhang was not swayed and resolutely announced the changing of flags in the four provinces af the Northeast,
supporting the KMT government. This move. undoubtedly, propelled the course of history forward.

In 1830, when the Central Plains War broke out, there were four anmy groups in the country besides the Nartheast Frontier
Force. Yan Xishan, Feng Yuxiang and Li Zongren joined forces in the expedition agairst Chiang, and Chiang's army group was in
sheer disadvantageous positian. At that time, the Northeast was the strongest with crack troops. with plentiful provisions and
abundant financial resaurces. Zhang Xueliang held overwhelming power and exercised substantial influence over the whale situa-
tior 50 that all the anti-Chiang cliques sent canvassers to win his suppart but none of them succeaded. tn order to avoid the civil
war and unite to resist foreign humiliation, he issued an ingenious telegram and carriad out an ammed mediation, which extricated
Chiang Kai—shek from the perilous pradicament. This move engendered a positive impetus to the unification of the country

General Zhang Xueliang pessesses the noble character that he sets stare by faith and promise, loves peopie with virtue, and
would rather be sinned against than sinning. When the September 18th Incident broke out. he cablad to Chiang Kai—shek many



times and Chiang ordered him not to resist, which he executed unconditionally. However, when the Northeast was occupied by
the Japanese troops. Chiang shirked the responsibility and shifted the blame onto him. He had since been denounced as
“nonresistant General ", getting blamed far others. The resistance in Rehe Province was merely corducted in compliance with
Chiang’s orders and Zhang did accordingly. After the defeat in Reha Province, Chiang imputed the guilt te him and made him a
scapegoat, forcing him to surrender the command of the Northeast Army. resign and go abroad. He obeyed Chiang's order with.
out complaint and never tried to defend himself,

General Zhang Xueliang possesses the foresight and sagacity of a statesman. When investigating abroad, he predicted that
Hitler and Mussaolini would launch the Second Warld War when they came to power. And then, the United States. Britain and the
Saviet Union would be unable even to fend for themselves and incapable of aiding China so that the resistance to Japan should
be started before Hitler and Mussolini staged the war. It was in consideration of this important strategic thinking that he advo-
cated the policy of supparting Chiang and resisting Japan after he raturned from Europe. Chiang Kai—shek, however, parsisted in
‘suppressing the communists so impatiently that he rebuffed the admonition. In this case, he began to explore other avenues to
the resistance against Japan and salvation of the country. And the idea of cooperation with the Communists to resist Japan grad-
ually developed in his mind. The talks he and Zhou Enlai held in Fushi (today's Yan'an) produced a significant influence. The Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of China adopted his proposal and changed the slogan of “oppasing Chiang and resisting
Japan”to that of *uniting Chiang and resisting Japan.” This change in tactics accelerated the development of the Chinese revolu-
tion. He made great contributions to it. In October 1936, Chiang Kai—shek massed forces to surround northern Shaanxi, and plan-
ned to wipe out the West Route Ammy in Gansu Province, The situation at that time was so desperate that the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China was ance prepared for a new atrategic shift, After he was informed of it, he maintained that the
Red Army should await a favourable opportunity {see *A Review of History™ by Xu Xianggian). Two months later, the Xi'an Inci-
dent broke out. the situation in the Northwest as a whole changed and the Chinese revolution took a turn for the batter.

On December 12,1936, he and Ceneral Yang Hucheng staged the Xian Incident, which shocked China and foreign
cuuntries. This incident senved as a historical turning point for stopping the civil war, bringing about the second cooperation be-
tween the Kuomintang and the Communists, and enforcing the resistance to Japan. Through 2jgh: years' hard=faught battle, the
Japanese imperialism was defeated and the treasure island Taiwan annexed for fifty years and the Nartheast four provinces ocou-
pied for fourteen years were returned to the embrace of our matherland. The history of China has since turned over a new leaf. The
Xi'an Incident was an important factor in promating all the events.

After the peaceful settlement of the Xi'an Incident, Chiang Kai—shek went back 1o Nanjing, in which General Zhang Xueliang
played a decisive rola. In order to uphold Chiang Kai—shek in his prestige of a commander, he prevailed over all the dissenting
views and escorted Chiang to Nanjing himself and offered a humble apology. This attitude, apen and overboard, won profound
veneration from the personages at home and abroad. He had na regard for personal gain or loss. success or failure, and hanour or
disgrace. “How could one evade. Fortune or misfortune, What benefits the country’s fate. "He appreciated the ling and practised it
himself. He has proved himself to be a thorough and selfless patriot and a dauntless man of iron and blood, He is a national hero
who loves his country and once resisted Japan, an immaortal hero who has rendered meritorious service to the country. It is no
doubt that historians will make their final and impartial comments on him.

The compilation of GENERAL ZHANG XUELIANG aims at the fact that the descendants of Ancestars Yan and Huang will
have a better under standing of the patriotic general who experienced national calamity and family enmity and absolutely opposed
the aggression of the Japanese imperialists, of what important contributions he made and what tremendous sacrifices he endurad
in the great cause of striving for the national unification, independence and prosperity. The Northeast is the native place of Gener.
al Zhang Xueliang and, fortunately, this year happens to be his ninetieth birthday. So the selected pictures may sefve as a birthday
present to him and also as an expression of the profound sentiments of the Northeast people to him. We wish General Zhang
good health and a long life.
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Zhang Xueliang was born on June 4, 1901 in Zhangjiawobu Village, Sanglinzi Township, Tai'an County, Liaoning Province,
Styled Hanging and altematively named Yi‘an. His father was Zhang Zuaolin, styled Yuting, born in 1875, in Jiazhangsi Village.
Haicheng County, Liaoning Province. Zhang Zuolin was then Guandai of Xinmin Prefecture and later promoted Lo Tongiing. The
troops under his command were transferred to Fengtian {Sheryang of today) during the Revolution of 1911, At the beginning of the
Republic, Zhang Zuolin was Commander of the 27th Division of the Republican Army, Dujun and concurrently Governor of Fengtian,
Xunyueshi of the Martheast Three Provinces and cancurrently Jinglueshi for the Mongolian Border Areas, quarding a strategically im-
portant part of China. It was in the very warlord family of great repute and high prestige that Zhang Xueliang spent his childhood and
leens.

When Zhang Xueliang was eleven, his own mother, Mrs Zhang nee Zhao, died. so he was brought up by Mrs Zhang nee Lu, the
concubine of his father. Zhang Zuolin attatched great importance to the education of Zhang Xueliang that he invited a native scholar
Mr Cui Junsheng to be a teacher when Zhang Xueliang was at the early age of six.

After the tamily moved to Shenyang, Zhang Xueliang still stayed away from primary and high schools, but studied at home
successively from Yang Jingzhen, Bai Yongzhen. Song Wenlin, Jin Liang. Zhang Mengjiu and others. Zhang Xueliang was so bright,
intelligent and eager to learn that ke read conprehensively the Confucian classics, history. phitasophy and belles—letters, and studied
poetry and prose, excelling all the others and being set great store by his teachers. The teenage Zhang Xueliang was well grounded in
all the basic skills. Later he studied English from Gao Hongwen, Xu Qidong, and from the two Britons Pride and lyard. Through the
introduction by Zhou Dawen. he often went to the activities of the Young Men's Christian Association in Fengtian, getting ac-
quainted with a number of foreign friends and beginning to get in‘touch with the western culture and democracy.

Zhang Xueliang had one elder sister, five younger sisters and seven younger brothers. He was deeply loved by them all.

In the fall of 1916, Zhang Xueliang, aged 16, on his father's order, married Yu Fengzhi. They had three boys and one girl. Yu
Fengzhi went to the United States in 1940 for medical treatment and lived as a lang term resident there. She died of iliness in
January, 1980,

In 1927, Zhang Xueliang got acquainted with Miss Zhao Qixia in Tianjin. In 1929, Miss Zhao went with Zhang Xueliang to
Shenyang and gave birth to Zhang Lulin. Zhang Xueliang’s fourth son, in the spring of 1930, Ever since 1940, Zhao Qixia has been
with Zhang Xueliang through the long fifty vears of imprisoned life. In 1964, Yu Fangzhi and Zhang Xueliang ended their mariage re-
lationship and in July the same year. Zhang Xueliang married Zhao Qixia.
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Zhang  Xucliang's  birthplace—=Zhangjiswobu  Village,  Sanglinzi
Township, Ta‘an Courty. Lizsoning Province. The newly-branching and
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R E ERALE

TR Hg a0 SR TNE
The full view of Shenyang * Ganeralissimo Mansion” | wharg S =
Zhang Xueliang's whaole family abode, AR EE,

The Dagirg Building
where  Zhang  Xueliang
worked and abode when in
charge of the military and
governmant affairs of he
Northeast.

FE R 2R, EBRSEEA A,

ey "
.v. L ‘F " -___1_: ®
j‘ m o
.

L

{ s ey S T My

‘ v A B s v AL
2




HIS FAMILY MEMBERS

e VY

8 TS5 B 57 40 (TR AR, E B B IS 1 L BT RO AR, Mﬁ:&gﬁﬁggmmm

| ﬂ:g”% quolin gs ﬁf!g':i"zfofhth%!’ﬂ' Zhang Zuolin as Commander of the 27th Zhang Zuolin as Generalissi-
trol ar efence Ballalion of the Uing Division of the Republican Army. mo of the Anguo Ammy Govern-

Army. , !
ment, photoed in Zhangnanhai.



