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About the Author
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A strange world of fantasy 1s found in the
poems and stories of Edgar Allar Poe. This ee-
rie, iinaginary world was a necessary escape for
FPoe, ‘or his real life was truly a miserable one.

He was born to poor parents in 1809, in
Boston, Massachusetts, and was an orphan be-
fore he was three. He was taken in by his godfa-
ther, John Allan, a wealthy Virginian, who gave
Poe a fine education in England and Americs.
Then a serious quarrel with his foster father es-
tranged him from this family while still in his
teens. From then on. poverty and illness marked
Poe’s short life.

Bv the age of twenty-one, he had published
three books of poems, and in 1833 a short story
won $ 30 in a newspaper contest. His reputation
grew, but his writing earned little money. He
lived at that time with his aunt, Maria Cleram, =
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poor widow, and in 1835 he married her thir-
teen-vear-oid daughter, Virginia,

He and Virginia were often ill His nusfor-
tunes preyed upon hir, and he drank heawvily.
Sull his years were busy, not only as a writer,
but as an editor and critic as well. His ingenuots
poems and intriguing short stories make him an
unforget table figure in American literature.

His poem, “The Raven,” was on the lips of
the entire nation after it appeared in early 1845.
His horror stones still send a tingle through a
reader s body today, and his detective stories set
a pattern which many other writers would fol-
[

After Poe’s wife died in 1847, Poe had what
we woild now call a nervous breakdown. He
died in Baltimore, Maryland, in O-tober, 1849,
just forty years old.
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Story |

The Tell-Tale Heart
AN

M:d! Mad - that's what they call me.

It's true T am nervous' . Very dreadfully’
nervous. HSut why do thev say [ am mad?

Trat {ever I had last year — it just sharp-
ened> iy senses — not destroyed them. Above
all, my sense of hearing became the sharpest of
all my wenses. I heard things in Heaven' and on
Earth. T even heard many things in Hell’ . How,
then, am | mad?
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They Call Me Mad!
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