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Nanjing is a famous historic city described as "a birthplace of scuthern beauties and
a habitat of royal rulers” by ancient Chinese poets. Historically known as Jinling, Jianye,
Jiankang, Jiangning or Tianjing, Nanjing ranks with Xi'an, Luoyang, Beijing, Hangzhou
and Kaiteng as six major ancient Chinese capitals.

The fossils of Homo sapiens and those of ape-men's skull caps discovered at
Tangshan in the east suburbs of Nanjing indicate that Nanjing was home to a large
community of human beings in the late period of the mid-Pleistocene epoch 350,000
years ago. As far back as the late Spring and Autumn Period (770-475 B.C.) Prince Fu
Chai of the state of Wu erected a "metallurgical city” in the vicinity of present-day
Chaotiangong, where large quantities of bronze vessels were cast and smelt. After the
conguest of Wu by the state of Yue in 472 B.C., under the supervision of Minister Fan Li
a "Yue city" was built at Changganli outside today's Zhonghua Gate. This event, which
took place almost 2,470 years ago, resulted in the emergence of a walled city at Nanijing.

In A.D. 229 Emperor Sun Quan of the Wu Kingdom in the Three Kingdoms Period
made Nanjing (known as Jianye at the time) his capital, which had its central axis at
today's Taiping Road, with the Qinhuai River in the south and Xuanwu Lake in the north,
and was crisscrossed by bustling streets. After that, Nanjing was again made national
capital (then known as Jiankang) of Eastern Jin (317-420) and of Song, Qi, Liang and
Chen in the Southern Dynasties Period (420-589), thereby eaming for the city its fame
as the "ancient capital of six dynasties.” Nanjing in those periods boasted a brilliant




culture, a thriving commerce, and a large population of anything up to 1,400,000 people.
Promotion of Buddhism by emperors of successive periods brought about in Nanjing an
ecclesiastical population of well over 100,000 monks and nuns and a host of magnificent
temples and monasteries. "Four hundred and eighty temples from the Southern Dynasties
remain standing imposingly there / Glittering towers and pavilions please the eye in the
mist and rain," to quote from a poem by the celebrated Tang Dynasty poet Du Mu.

In the Five Dynasties Period following Sui and Tang, when the rest of China was torn
by wars among various states contending for supremacy the Southern Tang Dynasty
with its capital at Jinling was still able to exercise sovereignty in that part of China south
of the Yangtze River. It witnessed no notable wars for upwards of 70 years, during which
period the marketplaces and bazaars on both banks of the Qinhuai River thronged with
businessmen from far and near. The prospering of the economy brought in its wake a
flourishing cuiture and the emergence of a galaxy of outstanding poets, painters and
calligraphers.

Nanjing became the nation's palitical center again in 1368, when Zhu Yuanzhang
(r.1368-1398) founded the Ming Dynasty and named the city his capital. It took him 21
years to build a wall 33.65 kilometers in girth around Nanjing, then the largest city in the
world.

In 1853, when the Taiping peasant insurgents stormed into Nanjing they made it the
capital of their Taiping Heavenly Kingdom and renamed it Tianjing (Heavenly Capital), a
name which stayed for only 11 years. Dr. Sun Yat-sen established the Republic of China
and was chosen as its Provisional President in Nanjing on December 29, 1911, after the
victory of the 1911 Revolution that ended the monarchy of the Qing Dynasty. Nanjing
became the capital of the Republic on April 18, 1927, when Chiang Kai-shek proclaimed
the inauguration of his National Government there,

Nanjing has undulating hills and mountains on all four sides, with the towering Purple
Mountain in the east; the craggy Mufu Hill in the north; the crouching tiger-like Qingliang
(Cool and Refreshing) Hill in the west, where the area around the Qingliang Temple and
Saoye Tower on the slope is said to be the site of a summer resort of Li Yu (961-975),



the last emperor of the Southern Tang Dynasty; the Rain Flower Terrace (Yuhuatai) in
the south, renowned for its colorful pebbles; the Niushou (Ox Head) Hill, the birthplace
of the Niutou (OX Pate) Sect of Chinese Buddhism, and the Zutang Hill, site of the
mausoleums of the first and second Southern Tang emperors Li Bian (937-943) and Li
Jing (943- 961); the Xixia (Cloud Nestling) Hill in the northeast, which is crimsoned
through by its serried red maple and oak woods deep-dyed in the depth of autumn; and
the Swallow Cliff (Yanziji) precipitously overlooking the Yangtze River like a swallow
about to take flight.

Apart from hills and mountains, Nanjing has many rivers and lakes, such as the
Qinhuai, Jinchuan, Xuanwu and Mochou, as well as the Yangtze. No wonder that while
speaking of Nanjing Zhuge Liang, prime minister of the Shu Kingdom in the Three
Kingdoms Period, should exclaim, *'This is indeed an abode of kings and emperors,
with the Zhongshan Mountain like a curling dragon and the Stone City like a crouching
tiger!"

Nanjing takes pride in an abundance of places of scenic or historical interest created
by its environment, culture and celebrities: the magnificent Emperor Sun Quan, Emperor
Zhu Yuanzhang and Dr. Sun Yat-sen mausoleums at the foothill of the Purple Mountain
in the east suburbs; the Beamless Hall in Linggu (Soul Valley) Temple, the Monument to
Martyrs of the Northern Expeditionery Force of the National Revolutionary Army, and
the Sun Yat-sen Classics Depositary; and the stone sculptures in the Southern Dynasties
Period's tombs. The Zhan (Prospect) and Xu (Radiance) gardens downtown are two
gems of southemn garden-landscaping art of the Ming and Qing dynasties. The Zhonghua
Gate castle and the Ming Dynasty city wall, both the largest extant in China, and the
famed Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge are also tourist destinations.

Present-day Nanjing, capital of Jiangsu Province, ranks fifth among the "50 strongest”
of Chinese cities. It is a transport and telecommunication hub in East China, and the
second largest international trade port after Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta.
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Nanjing Zhonghua(Chma)
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Nanjing
Nanjing is situated in the lower reaches of the Yangtze River,
which flows past it from the southwest to the northeast. Here,

the river is wide, even the narrowest section exceeding one
kilometer in width.
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Sailing boats on
the Yangtze River.

[ SINLN )



Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge

Designed by China and constructed with home-made materials, this bridge, opened to traffic
in October 1968, is a double-decker with a four-lane, 4,589-meter-long highway and 6,772-
meter-long double railroad tracks.
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Mt. Zhongshan As Viewed from a
Distance

Also called Purple Mountain, it is 448 meters
above sea level and curled like a huge dragon in
Nanjing's east suburbs.
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Shitoucheng (Stone City) £1J:bk
Built by Emperor Sun Quan of the Wu Kingdom REEART Y, TG, THEge, =

duting the Three Kingdoms Period, it was
compared to a "crouching tiger" by the ancients.
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