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His name was Billy Bones



E THE SEA-CHEST j

I remember, as if it were yesterday, the old seaman

who came to live at our inn. He was tall and strong, and
a black pigtail ‘U hung down to his shoulder. His hands
were rough, and he had a white scar® acruss one
cheel:’®. His name was Billy Bones, and when he was
drunk, as he often was, we were all afraid of him. He
never talked to any of the sailors who called al the inn,
and he paid me fourpence a month to warn him if T should
ever see a sailor with one leg.

My father was ill at the time, and I was left to look
after Billy Bones. He drank so much that Tr Livesey
wamed him that rzm® would kill him. But he didn’t care
to change his ways, and when he lay weak and helpless in
his bed, he told me dreadful stories of walking the
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plank U, storms at sea and the wicked deeds of men.,

He had been the mate@ on hoard the pirate™ ship of
Captain Flint. When the captain was dying, he gave Billy
Bones & map that showed where his treasure was buried.
Since that day, the rest of Flint’s old crew had been trying
to get hold of the map. It was hidden in Billy Bones' sea-
chest® .

One frosty aftemoon an old blind seaman, Blind
Pew, called at the inn and asked to be taken to Billy
Baones. He gnpped® Billy’s hand as he lef, and sorne-
thing passed from his hand 1o Billy’s. Fear filled Billy’s
eyes when he saw what it was.

‘The black spot! ” he cried. ‘ Jim Hawkins, listen to
me. This black spot means that my old shipmates are com-
ing to get me. They’ re afier my map®, Jim! They’1l
kill me!” He sprang up as he spoke, and the strain and

T walking the plank %% % PRES ZER MRS HIRL T LF P LMW (T
AU DL AT 89— B Iy i)
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shock must have been too much. He fell dead wt my
feer .V

Billy Bones died without paying his bills. My mother
and T took some money from his sea-chest, to pay what he
owed. There was also ¢ bundle of papers, which T took
for safekeeping @ .

That very night a gang of P rigffians® broke into our
inn. My mother and I hid outside and watched as they
searched Billy Bone’ s sea-chest. They look the money
thal remained there, but they seemed to be looking for
something else. Unable to find what they wanted, they
shouted and raged®. I realised that they were after the
bundle of papers in my pocket.

I went to Dr Livesey and his friend Squire Trelawney
and told them the whole story. When we opened the bun-
dle we found Captain Flint’ s treasure map. The Squire
was very excited.

‘Flimt was the most bloodthirsty pirate that ever

{Dthe strain and shock must have been oo much. He fell desd at my leel. fif
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