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FOREWORD

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region is located in the north-
western China and in the hinter-
land of the Asia. It is the largest
province with an area of obout
1. 66 million square kilometers in
China. The inhabitants in the
southern Xinjiang rely on the
snow — melt water of the high
mountains and many famous Sites
Like Loulan, Jiaohe, Niya, and
cemeteries such as the well -
known Astana, called the
‘underground museum’, have
been preserved. In the tombs of
Astana are preserved well many
wonderful female and male mum-
mies. The northern Xinjiang is
joint with the Eurasian prairie and
its topographical features is un-
dulate, and its climate is obvi-
ously more moist and rainy. The
stone statues and Olennye Kame-
nis are magnificent, the rock arts
is varied and rich, the ancient
tombs transmit messages of the
Prairie culture. The historical
sites and relics are not only pre-
cious wealth, but also the contri-
butions of the ancient people of
Xinjiang making to the world cul-
ture.

The oldest inhabitants in
Xinjiang appeared from the late
Paleolithic Age, about ten thou-

sand years ago. The populations
gradually increased and spread all
over both sides of the south and
north of the Tianshan Mountains
in the Neolithic Age. In the
Bronze Age, the oasis culture and
prairie culture took place pro-
found changes, showing close
cultural contacts with Huanghe R.
in the east and the Mesopotamia
in the Western Asia and India in
the south and Eurasian prairie in
the north of Xinjang. Xinjiang got
into the civilization period with
thirty —six states which were
called the ‘Thirty -six States in
the Western Regions’ in the an-
cient Chinese annals about 2, 200
years ago. When in the reign peri-
od of the Emperor Liu Che of the
Western Han Dynasty, Zhang
Qian had been dipatched as the
imperial envoy to the Western
Regions, and so Xinjiang increas-
ingly contacted with the inlands of
China since from then on. The
establishment of the local govern-
ment , Xi Yu Du Hu Fu, which
administered the affairs military
and political of the Western Re-
gions, in 60, B. C, made Xinjiang
to be officially listed in the do-
main of China from then on. The
people of various nationalities had
been jointly developping and



building the fertile lands of Xin-
jiang, and this is one of the most
important parts of the Silk Road.
In the powerful reign period from
the Han Dynasties to Tang Dy-
nasty, a continuous stream of en-
voys had been walking on the
route of the Silk Road in Xinjiang;
the commercial trade was exten-
sive, the different cultures and
arts mingled and exchanged each
other, all of these present a pros-
perous scene.

Xinjiang is the region where
many different nationalites lived
in some compact communities
from time immemorial all through
the ages, and where many ancient
tribes and nationalities had moved
about. The languages of the states
kingdoms in the oasis were differ-
ent since the Warring Period. The
cultural characteristics of Loulan,
Cheshi, Yanji, Qiuzi, Shule, Yu-
tian was distinguished, and the
looks and physique of inhabitants
showed some racial difference.
The names of nationalities, such
as the Saka, Rouzhi(Yue -shih),
Xiongnu(Huns), Wusun, Xian-
bei, Rouran, Turks, Tibetans,
Huihu(Uighur), Mongol, etc., can
be seen in the historical records.
They had made many important
contributions to the development

of Xinjiang ’ s civilization, and
created immortal cultures.

The historical sites and relics
in Xinjiang are the creature of the
nature and the embodiment of the
superb wisdom and hardships of
the ancient Xinjang people. Their
cultural intention is abundnt and
profound. They reveal the ancient
civilization of the Western Re-
gions in China. In 1961, 1982,
1988 and 1996, fourteen splendid
archaeological sites the most im-
portant in Xinjiang have been re-
spectively listed in the Historical
Monuments and Cultural Relics
Under State Protection by the
State Council. These archaeologi-
cal sites, among which are there
the sand - buried city — state ruins
and mysterious tombs, from which
were unearthed some mummies,
and grotto temples which had
been flowerishing in the past, the
ruined mansion of the Ili General
of Qing Dynasty, and the Mazar
and tower of mosque showing the
architectural art and local condi-
tions and customs of modern-
times, etc., represent the cultural
characteristics of various histori-
cal stages of Xinjiang. In the great
desert of Taklamakan, there are
many important and unknown ru-
ins waiting for us to explore.
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