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AN INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Bronzes are utensils of a copper ond tin alloy, sometimes with lead or traces
of other melals. They were first made by founding in the Xia (Hsiay Dynasty,
approximately over 4,000 years ago. Even the bronze vessels later unearthed inour
Anhui Province date bad to some ‘quite early ages from the Erlitou cuityre to the
Western Zhou {Chouy Dynasty (Hth century B.C-771 B.C.). All of them possess
strong locat features in both shape and decoration.

During the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BE.C.), one marked by the
contention between powerful states for supremacy. the bronze ware produced in
those duchies and principalities that lay in the Changjiang (Yangtze) and Huaihe
river valleys continued to develop,presenting a variely of novel forms and elegant
designs. When the stales of Xu, Cai and Chu, once in their own histories, moved
here to Anhui, they brought with them the cultures pertoining to the Central Plains
and the region South of the Yangtze. However, their bronzes still retoined the
distinctive taste of the Anhui locality, even as far as the latter part of the War-
ring States Period (475 221 B.C.).

This set of postcards, entitted Anhui Bronzes, consisis of twelve pictures
arranged in chronologicol order and chosen to reflect the local characteristics of
the bronze art.
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CONTENTS,

(proper names given in Chingse Phonetic Alphabet spellings; where deemed
necessary, Wade Glies spellings supplied in parentheses)

long He Zun (T sun)——wine vessel with droagen and tiger design
Shang Dynasty (1 &th—-11th centuries 8.C.)
wine—heating vessel with gluttonous—beast design
Shang Dynosty (16th -111h centuries B. C.)
ewer with animal_shoped feet
Western Zhou Dynasty ¢11th century BC—771 B.C,

Tactie Wen Jjig (Chia)

Shouxing Zu Yi (YD

Sthuan Xigo Gui (Kuvei)- —-small four_ring_eared food container
Western Zhou Dynasty (T 1th century 8.C- 771 B.C
long'er Zun (Tsuny——- dragon_eared wine vessel

Spring and Autumn Period (770--476 B.C.)
Chan Wen Ding (Ting)- - -cauldron with a cicada design

Spring and Autumn Pericd (770 —476 B.Cy
Xixing Ding «Ting)—— sacrificial_beost_shaped cavldron

Spring and Autumn Pericd (770--476 B C
longzui He (Ho)—— -wine—heating and wine.-mixing vessel with a dragon—

shaped spout
Spring ond Autumn Period (770--47¢6 B.C.

food container with coiled drogon and serpent

Panchi Wen Xu (Hsu)

design
Spring ond Avtumn Period (770— 476 B C.:
Lianban Hy (Huy- —wine, liquid or cereal conteiner topped with lotus petals

design
Spring and Adtumn Peried (770 -476 B.C)
Chu Do Ding (Tingy —--big cauldron of the Chuy State
Warring States Period 475- 221 B C
Ying Zhuo Shuangwei She- -. an eagle over o coptured double—tailed snake
Warring States Period 1475 -221 B.C)

Translated by Yang Liyi (lanier Young:
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