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Foreword

Snow in Summer ( The Injustice Done to Dou E Moves Heaven
and Earth) is the master work of the illustrious Yuan Dynasty zaju
playwright Guan Hanging. The embryo of the story was an ancient
folk tale, generally known as "The Filial Daughter of the East
Coast. ” The earliest written accounts which are similar to the story
appear in The Garden of Tales by Liu Xiang of the Western Han
Dynasty and in Ban Gu’s History of the Han Dynasty — Yu Stabilizes
the Empire. It emerges in clearer outline in Jin Dynasty’s Ganbao’s
In Search of Ghosts, upon which the zaju playwrights Wang Shifu
and Liang Jinzhi based their work The Mansion of Duke Yu. But
these works have no critical coloring, apart from In Search of Ghosts,
which uses street anecdotes to make the point that “the gods are not
deceived, ” and underlines the girl s filial constancy by stressing her
spirit of resistance. Guan Hanging s accomplishment was to fuse the
accounts in the records, folk tradition and the creations of the other
zaju playwrights of his own times, and embellish this basis with
real-life cameos of Yuan Dynasty society to produce a classic of dra-
matic tragedy which continues to impress audiences deeply.

The play reveals the seamy side of Yuan Dynasty society. It is
a scathing indictment of corrupt officialdom and the cruel oppression
of the ordinary people by conspiracies of petty local tyrants through
the story of the sufferings of the heroine Dou E. At the same time,
it pours enthusiastic praise on the stubborn spirit of resistance of the



ordinary people. The three appéals Dou E makes to Heaven just be-
fore she is to be put to death are not only a defiance of the terrible
injustice which has been visited upon her, but also a courageous
challenge to the whole feudal ruling apparatus. This cry for justice,
resounding through the ages, is the real reason why The Injustice
Done to Dou E Moves Heaven and Earth has been an evergreen
favorite on the stage for 700 years.

It was Guan Hanging’s misfortune to be born in the early years
of the Yuan Dynasty, when intellectuals were oppressed and de-
spised, and their status was on a par with the very dregs of society.
But it was as a result of this that he gained a deep understanding for
and sympathy with the sufferings of the laboring people. As a con-
sequence, he took delight in articulating the hopes and aspirations of
the oppressed. This impulse, in fact, was what moved him to write
this great tragedy, which catapulted him into the ranks of the “four
great playwrights of the Yuan Dynasty.” Guan Hanging is also one
of the world’s most admired dramatists.

The Injustice Done to Dou E Moves Heaven and Earth has been
adapted to a wide variety of stage conventions, and is probably best
known nowadays in the form of a novel. In our adaptation of this
drama classic as a novel, we have endeavored to remain faithful to
the original format, with reference to the Ming Dynasty version,
known as The Story of the Golden Key, for the sequence of plot
episodes. However, the scemes of the action and the protagonists’
psychological development have been given a heavy coloring appro-
priate to the genre of the novel. In addition, the action has been
somewhat fleshed out.

We sincerely hope that our adaptation has not done violence to
the spirit of the original work, but has made the characters and their
vicissitudes more vivid and believable, and the various plots and in-
trigues more vigorous and true-to-life. In this way, we hope we



have produced a more insightful and thought-provoking work. In
conclusion, we hope the readers will not hesitate to point out places
where our shortcomings have resulted in a less-than-satisfactory ren-

dition of this classic work of Chinese drama.
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ETERNAL PARTING

Chapter One
Eternal Parting

It is said that the founder of the Yuan Dynasty, the Mongol leader
Kublai Khan, chose the name of the dynasty from a passage in the Book of
Changes. In the 16th year of his reign (1279) the Yuan finally destroyed
the Song Dynasty and united the country. China became a mighty empire
once more. The ancient Mongols, however, were a proud, fierce and war-
like people. From the moment that they entered the Central Plains, they
showed contempt and hostility for traditional culture of the Han people.
They held Confucian scholars in especially low esteem, and slaughtered
them indiscriminately. The result was that at this time many scholars were
reduced to the bottom ranks of society, and lived as destitute vagabonds.

One of these unfortunates was a graduate of the county-level imperial
examinations, named Dou Tianzhang. His ancestral home was Jingzhao,
Chang’ an City (present-day Xi’ an in Shaanxi Province). Dou Tianzhang
had devoted himself to Confucian studies at an early age. He was thor-
oughly acquainted with all the schools of thought, and excelled at the
study of the law. But, being unlucky enough to live at the time when the
Mongol hordes were pouring south, Dou Tianzhang could find no employ-
ment for his talents. Moreover, his education had left him with no head for
business or the management of household affairs, and so, when his parents
died and he had to manage on his own, he found himself in desperate
straits. Fortunately, he found a wife with the help of a matchmaker. Now
this girl came from a background so obscure that she did not even have a
name. But she was virtuous and intelligent, and because she had floated
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