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s  Foreword %8

To begin with, I would like to congratulate the Chinese Visiting
Scholars of the Harvard-Yenching Institute, who organized an Association
and now have published a volume of the scholarly papers which were de-
livered at the meeting of the Association. This reflects a considerable ini-
tiative and vitality. It also recognizes a commitment to scholarship which
is shared by both Chinese and American academics. I trust that the Visit-
ing Scholars Association in China will continue to maintain close ties with
the Institute in Cambridge.

I became the director of the Harvard-Yenching Institute in 1976,
and served in the capacity until 1987, a total of eleven years. Looking
back, I can say without any hesitation that the most significant develop-
ment during those years was the re-establishment of ties between the Insti-
tute and institutions in China.

In the United States, if something good happens while a president is
in office — if, say, the economy is strong and prosperous — he will in-
variably claim credit for it, even if, in fact, it was brought about by con-
ditions over which he had no control. Following the example of presi-
dents, I would like to claim credit (on the American side) for re-estab-
lishing the Institute’s ties to China. But, as a historian, I am unable to
do so. I just happened to become the director in the era immediately after
the end of the Cultural Revolﬁtion and the Vietnam War, when a new re-
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lationship between China and the United States became possible. The pre-
vious director, John Pelzel, had earlier made some tentative approaches to
China. And had the larger historical setting evolved at a slower pace, my
successors, Patrick Hanan and Tu Weiming, would certainly have re-es-
tablished the Institute’s ties to universities in China.

We began with five institutions, listing from north to south: Peking
University, the Institute for Social Sciences, and Nanjing, Fudan, and
Zhongshan (Sun Yatsen) Universities. We knew there were many other
excellent schools in China, but in practical terms, interviews at those five
were all that could be handled. We felt that interviews were a necessary
part of the selection process since universities in China, as elsewhere, on
occasion would recommend candidates on some ground other than scholar-
ship. We were determined to have a representation of China’sbest schol-
ars. Looking back, we are pleased with the results. Speaking personally,
I recall with appreciation and fondness the scholars I brought to Harvard
during these years.

For the first few years we took one scholar from each school, or,
now and then two, when our budget permitted. This was necessary to es-
tablish relationships. Then, in the early eighties, we changed our policy,
and began to take the five or six best candidates, without regard for equal
representation. Qur thought was that if a school missed one year, they
would put up more competitive candidates the next. I am not sure whether
this change in policy made much difference, for we continued to find ex-
cellent candidates at all of the schools with which we corresponded.

I might note a few of my impressions — notable perhaps for their
naivete * ‘since I had never visited China before. On my first visit to uni-
versities in China, I was struck by the lack of books for undergraduates
and the crowded dormitories. But in spite of having eight students to a
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room (or maybe because of it), the rooms were kept far neater than the
rooms in the undergraduate “houses” at Harvard College .

Another impression had to do with the values and orientations of uni-
versity presidents and deans. At each institution I was asked why the In-
stitute would not accept scientists and engineers as visiting scholar candi-
dates. I was not surprised by this question since Harvard is strong in
these fields and since I had encountered the same emphasis on the sci-
ences and engineering at universities in Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. [
would answer the question with a little sermon, saying that scientists
seemed well cared for, and stressing the importance of the humanities and
social sciences. I probably convinced no one.

Another thing that struck me was the centrality of the unit (dan wei)
in the lives of Chinese, including scholars. I suppose it impressed me
more than it might have otherwise because, prior to visiting China, I had
never heard of it. I asked myself whether Harvard was my “dan wei” and
decided it was not.

While in China I also asked myself whether Chinese students study
harder than their American counterparts. At Nanjing University, for ex-
ample, I noted students standing by themselves on a tennis or basketball
court early in the moming reading aloud from some English book. I do not
know the answer. But I was convinced that, with a population of over a
billion and with only one percent attending universities, the system was
intensely competitive. Prior to visiting China, I had read quite a bit about
the “iron rice bowl.” This intense competitiveness did not fit that image .
Since the early eighties, I understand, things have changed considerably.

The best part of my visits to the universities — for me if not for the
candidates — were the interviews. Since my special field is Japanese his-
tory, I am inevitably a student of China as well. I had read many histories

3 .




of China and had a lot of second-hand knowledge about Chinese society.
But then in the interviews I had the chance for first-hand contact with
some of the best younger scholars in China. I listened with great interest
and sympathy to stories of their personal experiences during the Cultural
Revolution and afterwards. I was impressed not so much by the scholars’
survival during an extremely difficult period as by the fact that they seem
to have worked through their experience, assimilated its meaning, and
goes on. In thirty years time the Cultural Revolution and other more re-
cent events will have become a part of China’s modern history. How will

it be written? What an interesting generation !

Albert Craig
Harvard- Yenching Professor of History
Tokyo, May 1996
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& Preface %¢

The articles in this volume are drawn from papers presented at the
first conference in China of former grantees of the Harvard- Yenching Insti-
tute. As director of the Institute at the time, I had the privilege of attend-
ing the conference and listening to the papers and the lively discussion
that followed them. Both papers and discussion struck me as exemplifying
the highest aims of the Institute.

The Harvard-Yenching Institute is a foundation sitvated at Harvard
University. It was established in 1928 from ‘the estate of Charles M.
Hall, an American inventor and industrialist, with the purpose of sup-
porting higher education in Asia. (Note that the title “Harvard-Yenching”
is misleading, the Institute has always included other countries besides
China. ) Most of the Institute’s funds are devoted to bringing relatively
young faculty members in the humanities and social sciences fromvthe
leading East Asian universities and academies to Harvard Upiversity (and
in the case of the doctoral program, to other universities as well) for the
purpose of research. The Instituie’s aim is to have these scholars acquire
a deep understanding of foreign scholarship — of its concerns, assump-
tions, approaches and methods. At the same time the Asian scholars pro-
vide the Harvard University faculty with an invaluable opportunity to un-
derstand their scholarship.

The articles in this volume show the Chinese scholars reflecting on
.8 -




their experience in the United States, and describing, explaining, and
above all, evaluating from their own individual points of view the scholar-
ship in their fields with which they have come into contact. It thus exem-
plifies the Institute’s highest aim, that of encouraging a free and mutually
intelligible exchange of scholarly ideas and knowledge.

Patrick Hanan
May, 1996
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