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A Before Reading

1 Read the back cover of the book. Then look at the pictures in

the book. What do you think will happen in this story?

My Notes:
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The Promise

Bahia is a state in Brazil. Many of Brazil’s greatest poets and
writers were born in Bahia. Tourists come to Bahia from all
over the world. They play on the sandy beaches and they
swim in the water of the Atlantic.

More than a mitlion people live in Salvador, the capital of
Bahia. Some of them are very rich and live in large houses.
They have motor cars and servants. Others are not 'so rich,
but they have work and live in small houses. There are many
more who are very poor. They live in little wooden huts.

Pedro Moreira lived in a hut on a hillside. The hill was
called Gloria. Pedro lived with his wife, Maria. Their hut
had only one small room which was almost empty. There

was only an old table, a broken chair and a mattress.
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Maria brought water from a spring which was more than
a kilometre away. :

One day, Pedro was sitting on the ground outside his hut.
He was looking very unhappy. His wife was going to have a
baby. They had had three other children before, but they
had all died. Pedro wanted a son. But how could he get food for
a new baby?

A woman passed by and spoke to him.

‘Any news yet, Pedro? she asked.

‘Not yet, Teresa,’ replied Pedro.

‘It will be a boy this time,’ said Teresa. ‘I'm sure of that.’

‘It doesn’t make any difference,’ replied Pedro. ‘What will
he eat? I have no work and no money.’

‘Things will be better tomorrow,” said Teresa. ‘Don’t lose
hope.’

Pedro did not reply. He sat quietly for more than an hour.




Finally, there was a noise inside the hut. An old woman came
out. She was carrying a new-born baby. It was small,
thin and ugly and it was crying loudly.

‘Here, Pedro,” said the old woman. ‘You have a son.’ The
old woman put the baby in Pedro’s arms. Pedro looked at his
son for a long time.

‘Tell me something,” he said at last to the old woman.
‘Will the baby live?

The old woman did not reply immediately. She took the
baby from Pedro. She closed her eyes and held the baby in
her arms. Then she spoke. ‘Yes,’ she said, ‘this boy will live.’

Pedro felt better. He believed this old woman. The old
woman was nearly a hundred years old. She had come with
her parents from Africa many years ago. She was able to cure
sick people. Some people said that she was able to see into
the future. She was always sent for when a baby was born.

‘Listen, Pedro,” she said. ‘I have more to tell you.’

Her face had a strange look and Pedro listened in silence,

‘This boy will grow up and become famous,’ she con-
tinued. ‘He will be well-known all over the world. He will
give happiness to many people.’

Some neighbours were standing near Pedro’s hut. They
were watching and listening. The old woman held up the
baby and showed it to the neighbours.

‘This baby will become a great man,’ she said. ‘One day,
he will be rich. He will give happiness to many people and
he will help poor people like us.’

Pedro looked at the neighbours. None of them laughed.
They all believed the old woman and they were afraid of her.

The old woman went back into the hut and gave the

baby to Maria. The old woman came out again and spoke to
Pedro.



“This boy will grow up and become famous. He will give
happiness to many people.’



