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SHEBEIIMNE  External view of the Gaochengdun site
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CEMETERY OF THE LIANGZHU CULTURE

AT GAOCHENGDUN IN JIANGYIN, JIANGSU

Nanjing Museum

he Gaochengdun site is an aristocratic cemetery of the mid and late Liangzhu culture, and

measures more than 2,000 sq m in remaining area and about seven m in height above the surrounding
ground. Within the excavated area as extensive as above 1,400 sq m, large- and medium-sized tombs
of the Liangzhu culture were revealed 14 and cultural relics were unearthed 236.

The formation of the site underwent two stages. In the earlier stage, the platform was smaller in size,
and the earth layer was thin; in the second, the original platform was enlarged and heightened. The
tombs discovered this time are all of the second stage.

The burial ground occupies an area of approximately 400 sq m, where tombs are arranged in the
shape of an inverted "V" with the group of M5 and M11 and that of M12 and M13, all large-sized

| tombs, as the center. Most of the tomb-pits contain a chamber and a coffin each. The funeral objects

are mainly jade and stone artifacts, which belong to the types of cong emblem circular inside and

square outside, bi disc, yue battle-axe, awl-shaped article, axe, adze, etc.

E. B¥H=3.157) Jade and stone vue battle-axes and three-perforated stone knife
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