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Unit 1
Education Is a Key

o]

Warming up

A
Key words:
Oxford Cambridge the University of Sydney
the University of Victoria the University of Auckland
Harvard University Columbia University
Boston University
_
Vocabulary;
commitment/ undertake/ innovation/ excel/ cosmopolitan/
stimulating/ enroliment
— J

You are going to hear some people introducing some universities in
some English-speaking countries. Supply the missing information.

Tapescript:
1. What kind of student comes to Oxford? The answer to this is,
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there is no “Oxford Type.” Common qualities they look for
are commitment, enthusiasm and motivation for your chosen
area of study backed by a strong academic record.

. The University of Cambridge is one of the oldest universities
in the world, and one of the largest in the United Kingdom.
It has a worldwide reputation for outstanding academic
achievement and the high quality of research undertaken in a
wide range of science and arts subjects.

. The University of Sydney was the first to be established in
Australia and, after almost 150 years of proud achievement,
still leads in innovation and quality. The University excels in
sport and social activities, debating, drama, music and much
more.

. Known for excellence in teaching, research, and service to
the community, the University of Victoria serves approxi-
mately 17,000 students. It is favored by its location on
Canada’s spectacular west coast, in the capital of British
Columbia.

. New Zealand’s largest university, the University of Auckland,
was established in 1883, and has grown into an international
center of learning and academic excellence. The University is
situated in the heart of the cosmopolitan city of Auckland and
provides an exciting and stimulating environment for 26,000
students.

. Founded in 1636 Harvard has a 380-acre urban campus with
easy access to Boston. It has a total enrollment of about
18,500 students. This university comprises many different
schools such as the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, School of
Business Administration and School of Education.

. Columbia University is an independent coeducational universi-
ty, which awards master’s, doctoral, professional, and other

advanced degrees, with an enrollment of about 20,000 gradu-
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ate and professional students.

8. Boston University is located along the banks of the Charles
River. With more than 30,000 students from all over the
United States and 135 countries, it is the third largest inde-
pendent university in the United States.

Key words;
online academic degrees social experience
educational like better communication

Vocabulary.
progress

Listen to a passage about the online higher education in the U.S.
Supply the missing words.

Tapescript:

American universities have been offering classes online
through computers for a number of years. Now, some newly
created colleges are offering academic degrees online. One uni-
versity offers both bachelor’s degrees and master’s degrees. Offi-
cials say they try to provide students with a social experience as
well as an educational one. For example, in some programs,
groups of the same six students progress through all their classes
together. They communicate by computer. Another online
school uses a problem-solving method of teaching. Students
attempt to solve real problems in their classes online instead of

reading information.
Students who have taken online classes say they like them
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because they do not have to travel to a building at a set time to

listen to a professor. Professors say they have better communica-
tion with students through e-mail notes than they do in many tra-
ditional classes.

Faro Il

Educational systems

f )
Key words;
primary school secondary school high school
higher education college university

Vocabulary .
comprehensive school/ GCSE examination/ A level/ soph-
omore,/ provincial/ school board/ diploma/ certificate

A. You are going to hear some people talking about the educational
system in their country. Before listening, discuss the pre-
listening questions below.

1. How old are children when they begin school in our country?

2. How are the levels of schooling divided?

3. What do school children have to take before they enter the
university?

B. Now listen to the material. While listening, focus on the
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points in the chart. Supply the missing information in the
chart.

Primary school Secondary school :; to le::'ee
entering age entering age !
Britain 5 11 16
The United 6 @ junior high:11 16
States = @ senior high:14 =
@ intermediate
Australia 5 school:11 16
@ high school:12/13
Canada 6 about 13 16

C. Now listen again. Answer the following questions briefly.

1. What examinations do British children have to take before
they leave secondary school?
GCSE examinations

2. Who should take “A levels” in Britain?
students/ higher education

3. What does the word “sophomore” mean in the U.S.?
student/ second year/ high school/ college

4. What exam do Australian children have to take before they
leave high school?
general exam/ School Certificate

5. What is a must to Australian children who would like to go to
various sorts of higher education?
sitting University Entrance Examination

6. How many years of study are required for university degrees in
Canada?
bachelor’s degree: 3/4 years

master’s degree: another year or two
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doctorate. a further 3—7 years

Tapescript.
D — David M — Michael N — Nicolette

D:

(Well,) in Britain, from the ages of five to about eleven you
start off at a primary school, and then from eleven to sixteen
you go on to a secondary school or a comprehensive school
and at sixteen you take GCSE examinations. After this,
some children take ... er ... vocational courses or even
start work. Others stay on at school for another two years to
take A levels. And at the age of cighteen, after A levels,
they might finish their education or go on to a course of
higher education at a college or university, and that’s usually
for three years.

: Well, it depends on what state you’re in but ... er ... most

kids in the United States start school at about six ... er ...
when they go to elementary school and that goes from the
first grade up to the sixth grade. Some kids go to a kinder-
garten the year before that. Then they go on to junior high
school, that’s about eleven, and that’s the seventh, eighth
and ninth grades. And then they go on to senior high school
around age fourteen ... er ... starting in the tenth grade
and finishing in the twelfth grade usually. Some students . ..
er ... will leave school at sixteen and they’ll start work,
but ... er ... most of them stay on to graduate ... er ...
from high school at age eighteen. In the first year at high
school or college students are called “freshmen,” in the sec-
ond they’re called “sophomores,” in the third year ... er ...
we call them “juniors” and in the fourth year they’re called
“seniors.” Now ... er ... a lot of high school graduates . ..
er ... then go to college or university and they do a four-year
first degree course. Some of them might go to junior
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college ... er ... which is a two-year course.

N: Well, in Australia, well in most states anyway, children start
their primary education at five after perhaps a brief time in
kindergarten. They will stay at primary school until they’re
about eleven, then they’ll either stay there or go to an inter-
mediate school for a couple of years. Then they start high
school usually twelve or thirteen, which you start in the third
form. Now, after three years at high school ... um ... you
sit a general exam, some states call it School Certificate . ..
er ... and that is a sort of general qualification. After that
you can leave school at sixteen or you can go on and sit your
University Entrance Examination, which then gives you en-
tree into a university or it’s another useful qualification, and

from then on you go to various sorts of higher education.

Education in Canada is a provincial responsibility, but
schools are administered by jocal school boards.

Kindergarten is for children who are four or five years old.
Children begin formal full-day schooling in Grade 1, when they
are about six years old. They must stay in school at least until
they are sixteen. However, most students continue to finish high
school. Some go on to college or university.

Each year of schooling represents one grade. ( The school
year extends from the beginning of September to the end of
June. ) Elementary school includes kindergarten to about Grade
8. Secondary school (or high school) may start in Grade 8, 9, or
10 and it usually continues until Grade 12.

In Canada, students may go to university or to a community
college. If they want to learn skills for a specific job, they attend
college for one to four years to get a diploma or certificate. For
example, lab technicians, child-care workers, and hotel manag-
ers go to college. Universities offer degree programs-as well as
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training in certain professions, such as law, medicine, and
teaching.

Universities offer three main levels of degrees. Students
earn a bachelor’s degree after three or four years of study. A
master’s degree can take another year or two. A doctorate may
take a further three to seven years to complete.

Remarks on
modern education

Key words:

snob value promotion a piece of paper ability
rejected

Vocabulary :

snob/ craftsman/ decent/ promotion/ humble/ colleague/
reject/ oblige

A. Listen to a passage talking about modern education. Complete
the statements with the information you hear on the tape.

1. Education has acquired a kind of snob value in modern times.

2. Nowadays if we want to get a decent job, we have to have a
piece of paper.

3. If we want to get promotion in even a humblest job, we have
to obtain a certificate or a diploma first.
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