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At the southern feet of the high
and precipitous Ailac and Liushao Mo-
untains, there extends a vast streteh of
beautiful, richly endowed and mysti-
cal land. This is the Honghe {(Red
River) Autonomous Prefecture of
Hani and Yi Nationalities, much
alike a piece of green precious sto-
ne inlaid at the southernmost end
of China.

The Honghe River flows from
the west to the east across the pre-
fecture. Found in this area are de-
nse tropical rain forests like many
green peaks rising one higher than
another, immense variety of karst
landforms, many deep mirror —like
plateau lakes, magnificent views of
seas of clouds in the valleys and
ravines, tiers upon tiers of terraced
fields which reaclkk to the sky,
and rich rare-metal resources re-
nown home and abroad.

Ten , nationalities — the Hani,
Yi, Han, Miao, Yao, Dai, Hui,
Zhuang, Buyi and the Lahu with a
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total population of 3,300,000 of
which 52% are minorities, inhabit an
area of 32,500 square kilometres of
the prefécture. And found in this
area is the home of the ancient La-
ma ape-men — one of the birth-
place of human race. From time
immemorial, peoples of all the ten
natioualities have laboured, lived
and multiplied here and have toge-
ther developed the Honghe River
valley with their intelligence and
wisdom, and have created splendid
cultuer endowed with varied natio-
nal traits.

The Honghe River valley was
liberated early in 1950. The Auto-
nomous I’refecture proclaimed its
inauguration on Nov. 18, 1957.
Several districts of the Honohe Riv-
er valley were in a sorry plight of
primitive backwardness before Libe-
ration, During the thirty and more
years since the founding of the Peo-
ple’ s Republie, the Prefecture has
made considerable headways in agri-
culture, industry, scientific research,
technology, culture, education and

public health. The gross output
value of industry and agriculture
has registered a 500% increase. The
ignorance and backwardness  re-
mained under the hereditary head-
man system of the bygone days are
being cleaned up hy modern civil-
ization; the once hothed of co-
mmunicable subtropical diseases such
as pernicious malaria has become
a flourishing, populated land of plenty.

Now the rich and beautiful Honghe
River valley shines over China, s
southernmost borderland with its
new charms.

May this pictorial be your frie-
nd and guide and bring you to this
mythicaland wonderland- like Hong-
he River valley to show you its
graceful, natural scenery and its
meaningful but unshowy charms.
And recount to you the tremendous
changes that undergoing here and
their broad prospects. The hospita-
ble Honghe people of various natio-
nalities will sorely treat you with
their home- made mellow wine and
heart smile.
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Being rich in natural resources
of which some enjoy exceptional su
periority, the Honghe Prefecture
has great potentialities to be exploi-
ted and developed. But before
liberation, the villages and towns in
this area were shrouded in shadows
of backwardness, superstition and
ignorance. There were almost no
transport facilities and many places
were even inaccessible. With culture
and education lagging far behind,
the production was coming down
all the way and pestilence was
prevailing. Things like slash—and—
burn cultivation, keeping records by
tying knots or engraving marks
on wood, communal marriage and
worship of totems, all handed down
from the past generations, were
not rare.

Alike other areas in China, great
progresses have been made in the
past thirty and more years in the




Honghe Prefecture. Especially after
the 3rd Plenary Session of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Eleventh
Congress of the C.P.C., various na-
tural resources are heing exploited
and developed in a planned way.
The grain production is going up
steadily. The production of sugar,
tobacco, tea, fruits, forestry, animal
husbandry, fishery and household si-
delines have all made considerable
progress. In recent years, the indus-
tries run by villages and towns ha-
ve sprung up like mushrooms after
rain. Commodity economy is now in
the ascendant. The scale of mining
and smelting of tin ore and proe-
cessing of tin products ranks the
first in the country. And the mining
of lead, copper, manganese, iron and
other non-ferrous metals holds an
important position in the province.
The production of coal, electric pow-

er, chemicals, engineering indus-
tries and building materials stands
in the forefront. The face of com-
munication and transportation has
considerably changed. Railways run
through most of the counties from
the north, to the south while high-
ways radiate in all directions, Scienec
and technology, culture and education,
as well as public health have made
much headwavs. Several scienti-
fic research institutions were esta-
blished, and the prefecture has now
its own colleges and schools at all
levels which have educated and
trained students, engineers, experts,
scholars, writers, artists and peuple
with professional skills.  Hospitals,
libraries, theatres, cinemas and cul-
tural centres were set up all over
the area. Now the vast expanse of
the borderland is in full vitality and
soaring with might redoubled.
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The mining and smelting of tin in Gejiu started in
Han Dynasty. The tin produced by the Yunnan Tin Cor-
poration has won the quality “Laissez — passer” fromthe
foreign trade authorities for 19 years in succession and
was awarded a gold medal from the State Council. The
Gejiu tin sells well in foreign market and the exquisite
and pretty tin handicraft articles are much appreciated
as well at home and abroad,
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