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INTRODUCTION

The Tang Dynasty (618—907), which played a particularly important
role in the history of China, has been known all along as a period of great
prosperity in terms of economic, political and cultural development the
nation made since the Western Han Dynasty (26 BC — AD 24). The early
period of the Tang Dynasty witnessed a rapid growth of agriculture, the
rising of handicraft industry and the thriving of commodity economy. With
the development of commerce, townships and cities grew in prosperity with
cach passing day then. A unified nation with social stability, China in Tang
time enjoyed a long period of peace.

Chang’an, (today’s Xi’an in Shaanxi Province). the Tang Dynasty
capital, was the nation’s political , economic and cultural center. The Taiji,
Daming and Xingqing palace complexes known as the Three Imperial Palaces
in the northern part of Chang’an were the residential and administrative
areas of the Tang emperors. They served as the political nerve center that
ruled China during the Tang Dynasty which spanned a period of nearly 300
years.

Unfortunately, about 60-70% of the imperial buildings and civilian
houses around them were razed to the ground during several wars that raged
in China in the period between the late 9th century and early 10th century.
In 904, the First Year of the Tianyou Reign of the Tang Dynasty, Zhu
Quanzhong, who later overthrew the Tang Dynasty and proclamined
himselfthe First Emperor of the Later Liang (907—923) of the Five
Dynasties (907--960), forced Emperor Li Ye to move the capital to
Luoyang in Henan Province and then plundered and destroyed Chang’an
City. The once prosperous Chang’an met with total destruction and became
a sea of rubble, and*what remained of the imperial palaces were torn-~down
walls and broken bricks and tiles that were later buried under a layer of soil.

After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949,
Chinese archaeologists have discovered and unearthed lots of relics in the
historical site of the Three Imperial Palaces, and on the basis of this, they
have created a general picture of the imperial life and material culture in
Tang time.

Based on the rich finds unearthed there as well as on historical records,
ancient books and literary works written by Tang authors some 1,000 years
ago, this book is written to bring before the readers a true picture of the
Three Imperial Palaces with a view to give them a better insight into the
customs and daily life of different classes of people who lived in Chang’an
City almost a millennium ago. This book will also leave readers a concrete
and deep impression of the layout of the Three Imperial Palaces, including
pavilions, houses, altars and other structures of the palaces, while unveiling
to them the secrets of the court life in those bygone days.
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