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Extinction Surge
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ecently a red monkey from the forests of West Africa
Rwas officially declared extinct — wiped off the planet
as the first documented primate extinction since the 1700s.
That may seem troubling. but even more worrisome. scientists
say, is the swelling tidal wave of extinction that lies in the
future. In fact, research indicates that at least one-fifth of the
608 species of primates that have evolved over millions of
years could soon disappear. Although the situation is dire for
a large portion of primates, scientists say they have learned
that many species can be surprisingly resilient. Although smail
gene-pools can leave animals vulnerable to disease because
of inbreeding. endangered species are not always doomed.
As an expert in this field said: “As long as there is survival of
a few individuals somewhere. and as long as humans leave
them alone. they’ll often come back, often quite rapidly. A

little protection can go a long way.”
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A Night of High Drama

—RRITEH

S. Presidential Election: While campaign chairman

William Daley announced, "Our campaign continues,”
the TV networks had already declared Texas Gov. George
W. Bush the 43rd president of the United States, Gore had
telephoned his congratulations to Bush.

On the day after the election, it remains up to Florida to
decide the final outcome. Most of America went to bed not
knowing who would be running the country for the next
four years and woke up ... not knowing who would be
running the country for the next four years. But the hours in
between were one wild and crazy ride: The networks gave
Gore the key state of Florida at 7:49 p.m. ET, retracted it at
10:16 p.m., gave it to Bush at 2:17 a.m., awarding him the
presidency, and retracted it again at 4 a.m.. Fortunately, they

are quiet now.
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Cheap Labor
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oncerned by the rising cost of hiring farm workers,
C Tawee, a Thai farmer who owns orchards of tamarind,
mango and coconut, is teaching the monkeys how to pick
fruit. His venture near the resort town of Chiang Mai is not
unique. Monkeys have been used to harvest coconuts in
southern Thailand for generations. But Tawee is the first
farmer in the north to try to use them to pick softer fruit like
tamarinds and mangos. Tawee concedes monkeys will never
replace humans completely. Some types of fruit can’t be
harvested by monkeys—strawberries and loganberries, for
example, which are too delicate for a monkey’s grab-and-
pull technique. Watermelons also are problematic, being too
heavy for the little animals. But monkeys are loyal and have
no fright of height, and “on top of it, they will not complain

or ask a raise.”
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Past Decade ‘Warmest for
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he past decade has been the warmest for 1,000 years,
Taccording to an analysis of ice cores drilled from a
glacier in the Himalayas. The findings, which were published
in Science, offer new evidence of global warming.

The ice cores, which were taken from the glacier four
miles above sea level on the Tibetan plateau, showed a record
of at least eight major droughts. They were caused by a
failure of the South Asian monsoon, the worst of which was
a seven-year dry spell which killed more than 600,000
people.

Researchers said that the results offered particularly
significant evidence of climate change, as early signs of
global warming are always seen at high altitudes. And the
evidence supported the idea that the warmer climate in recent

decades was caused by human pollution.
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Europe's Worst Linguists
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he British are the European Union’s worst linguists
Twhile the citizens of Luxembourg are the best,
according to an EU poll published recently. Almost two-thirds of
Britons know no language apart from their mother tongue, the
highest figure recorded in the 15 EU countries. That compares to
Just 2.2 percent in Luxembourg. |23 percent of Danes and an EU
average of 47.3 percent of people who speak no other language
but their own, the poll of 16,000 EU citizens said. But British
travelers to Europe need not worry. English is the most common
second language in the EU, spoken by 41 percent of the bloc’s
citizens. In Denmark, Sweden and the Netherlands, at least 78
percent of people speak English as a second language. Although
47 percent of EU citizens know only their mother tongue, there is
wide agreement that speaking a foreign language is a good thing.
72 percent of those polled believe foreign language skills are useful,
71 percent said everyone should know one foreign language and

69 percent said everyone should speak English.
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Eating Away Disease

sz

Ithough major progress has been made in inoculating
Achildren in much of the world, in the poorest of the
poor nations, little has been achieved. That leaves about 20
percent of the world's infants vulnerable to horrible diseases,
according to the World Health Organization. Inoculating
these impoverished children is almost impossible with the
current technology as almost all vaccines that are now
available have to be injected. and injections are too expensive
and too problematical in much of the world. Concerned by
this, Arntzen, a plant biologist at Texas A&M University,
figured some plants could be genetically modified to produce
the proteins that would jump-start the human immune system
so it could destroy disease-causing pathogens before they
could do their damage. He devotes himself to this research
and hopes that specially modified fruits and vegetables
vaccinate the world. If he succeeds, more of the world will

see more of their infants live past childhood.
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