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COMMENTS ON LIHU’S THESIS ON
THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL
ARBITRATION AWARD

International trade has developed rapidly since the beginning of
the 1950: ies. Commercial relations between countries, companies
and individuals have increased enormously throughout this period.
This trade develoment has enabled almost everyone in some form or
another to benefit from better economic circumstances. Nowadays
contracts are often negotiated directly between companies and indi-
viduals instead of being channeled through a limited number of big
companies or organizations designed to handle international trade.
Over the years, there has furthermore been a development of mainly ,
one common language used in international trade — English — and a
development of similar trade patterns. The majority of the countries
in the world have also participated in harmonizing the legal systems
in order to make the laws similar and thereby facilitate trade be-
tween companies and individuals.

 When a dispute between parties cannot be solved amicably, the

parties are dependent on a well functioning legal system. In interna-

tional commercial life, arbitration is the most frequent and best sys-

tem to solve legal disputes. Often it is not sufficient to receive an ar-
1.



bitral award but this award is also needs to be enforced. A proper
and speedy enforcement system is the ultimate and necessary tool for
a well functioning legal system which assures that agreements are re-
spected and fulfilled. An efficient enforcement system has also a re-
straining effect on companies and individuals tempted to violate a-
greements already entered into.

Li Hu has written an excellent thesis mainly regarding the
question of enforcement of international arbitral awards. Arbitrators
as well as practitioners may study his paper with great benefit. Li
Hu gives an interesting overview of the existing systems, especially
focusing on the Chinese system. He also presents valuable comments
for changes of the present systems in order to make them more effi-
cient.

As in other countries, the enforcement procedure in China has
been discussed during recent years. Li Hu makes valuable comments
regarding the changes of the Chinese system. See for instance 16.2.
51 (PP.163—164) and 14.3 (PP.130—131). Li Hu also makes
several other interesting summaries or conclusions, amongst other
under 1.2.3. (PP.8—9), 2.3. (P.14), 9.3. (PP. 47—48),
11.4 (P. 56), 12. 6 (PP. 116—118), 13. 3 (PP. 123—127),
15.2.3. (PP.149—154), 16.2.3. (PP.158—159), 16.2.4 (PP.158—
162).

Johan Gernandt
Vice Chairman of the Arbitration Institute

Of the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce

Stockholm, 21 July 2000
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The rapid growth in international commercial arbitration over
the past few decades has been accompanied by a concomitant increase
in the demand for information on arbitration. This book significantly
contributes to satisfy such need. It focuses on the most crucial fea-
ture in international arbitration, viz., enforcement of the arbitral
award, without which the full efficiency of international commercial
arbitration cannot be achieved. It offers in — depth information on
enforcement of foreign arbitral awards in an important arbitration
country, the People’s Republic of China, and provides at the same
time an interesting overview on salient features in international com-
mercial arbitration. As master’s thesis it is outstanding and it will
provide an excellent addition to any library on international commer-
cial arbitration.

ULF Franke

Secretary General

Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce

International Council for Commercial Arbitration

Stockholm, 14 July 2000 ‘
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