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Chen Yinque (1890--1969) is considered by China’s modern literati and histo-
rians to be one of the great scholars of learning and integrity. This paper is a
reconstruction by the editor of Chen’s annotations and comments on Wang Pi-
jlang’s An Anthology of Tang Fiction. Tang fiction holds a special place for its
profound influence on the development of Chinese fiction in general. Lu Xun
made an initial contribution with fresh insights to the compilation of the fiction
in this period. Of all the scholarly efforts, Wang Pijiang’s work is considered to
be the best. Chen Yinque's critical commentary on Wang's edition, on the other
hand, has further advanced our understanding of the period, reinforced by
Chen’s unique research perspective of “poetry and history rectifying each

other”. His commentary and findings are insightful, well-documented and con-
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vincing, and constitute an important source for ancient fiction researchers as
well as students of the Sui and Tang history. This paper is the first publication

of the original manuscript provided by Chen’s family.
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