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Foreword

There is an old Chinese saying that goes, ™A mountain would be famous however
srnall it is if immortals live on it. "The historical and cultural relics of the ancient prefec-
ture of Tinzhou arc just an embodiment of the superb wisdom and talents of that rimes.

The book is compiled for our dear readers to have a handy appreciation of these
treasures . which presents with only a collection of choice relies selected from the histori
cal treasures of the Chang)i Hui Auronomous Prefecture of Xinjiang.

This junior book.however, displays a panoramic view of a long history by micro
form through which the readers must surely be impressed by the historical evolution
that guve birth to a civilization on this unique land when seeing the rare world-famous
sitex like the Rock Carvings about™Phallus worship” (Phalleismbatr Kangjia Shimenazi,cte
or those exqusite and splendid historical relies collected in the museum. All these varied
cultural relics witness the prosperity of brilliant national culture, economy and politics
in the frontier arca of Northwest China in ancient times. They manifest the long history
of Chang)i,an inalienable part of our country,and serve as an evidence to the historical
origin of the making of multipolar integration pattern of Chinese nations.

The cultural relics ,as an objective wilness to the history of the mankind.play both

perceptible and irreplaceable part of object teaching to the people as well as the young
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just for thar historie . seientific,arristic value and the appeal of special images,

In order to bring cultural relies into full play, we must.under scientific protection,
vndertake constant and overall study and dissemination e popularize the basic knowl
edge about cultural rehics as much as possible.

The knowledge and admiration of rare and precious culiural relics enables the read
vrs 10 arouse spontaneous lofty emotion for their hometowns and motherland which sub-
seruently gives rise 1o incentive to inherit the fine tradition of ancient culture of Chinese
nations and carry i1 forward, 1o maintain the national honour and dignity, raising their
self-esteemn and sclf-conlidence.

Jusr for the abovesaid purposes,an attempt is made 1o compile and publish this
buok, which contains only part of choice relies selected from Changit Museum. It -
hoped to satis{ly the readers’ needs.

The book is expected to be a small window into which the readers could scquire a
betrer understanding of the ancient prefecture of Tinzhou and today' s opening to the
outside world it plavs an important role of enhancing the popularity of Chang)i Hui Au-
tunomaus Prefecture. promoting economic development and cultural intercourses and

wtrengthening the national unity.

The Editor
April.199]
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Historical Evolution

The ancicut site of the early part of the microlithic era ,when human lived . found in
the area of the Changji Hui Autonomous Prefecture, boasts a history of 8000 years or
cven earlier according to confirmed textual research. The ancient site of the primitive vil
lage at Sidaogou in Mulei witnesses the social and economic life of the ancient people
dating back to some 3000 years ago in a lifelike form. During the Han Dynasty over 2000
years ago the original nomads like Jushi,etc set up the famous kingdoms.,i. e. *Six
Kingdoms North of Tian shan Mountain”,the jurisdiction of which covered most of the
area of today’ s Changji. The court of the Late Jushi Kingdom,centre of those King-
doms ,were just located in the vicinity of present-day Jimsar County. Up to the period of
the Three Kingdoms, the provincial and senior military gavernorship established in the
Flan Dynasty had been put in practice. From then on their close ties with the imperial
court of the Central Plains were temporarily broken off. Respectively they belonged to
Gaoche , Rouran . Turks and Western Turks during the Jin Dynasties ;Northern Wei Peri-
od . Northern Zhou Period and the Sui Dynasty. The central court again took the area
north of the Tian shan Mountain under its rule during the Tang Dyunasty and the prelec-
ture of Tinzhou was set up in Khan’s Futu City (the present-day ruins of the ancient
Beiting City)in A. D 640 and later became the Beiting Military Viceroy's Office based at
prefecture of Tinzhou,instead of the Jin Shan Military Viceroy' s Office. In A.T) 712,1t
administered the prefecture of Yizhou(today's Hami Prefecture)and that of Xizhou (to-
day’ s Turpan Prefecture). It was therefore renamed the Beiting Grand Military Viceroy'

« Office with the vast area east of Xinjiang and cast and south of Balchas Lake (in the



present day C18)under its jurisdiction. The ancient Beiting city had been all the rage ax
the political .military «economic and cultural centre of the northwestern arcas of China.
The remarkable prosperity and development in animal husbandry, agricultuere. com-
merce . traffic and handieraft had been achieved. At the beginning of the ninth century.
the Huigu staried 1o immigrate westward into Beiting and then cstablished Huigu
Khanate of Xizhou. Beiting then became a subordinate city to Gao Chang. Till then the
area of the present dav Changji prefecture came completely under the rule of the Huigu
Khanate of Xizhou ,renamed Bieshibali ti. e. five cities). During the Tang Dynasty. Mon
gol Khan established the Execurive Chancery in Bieshibali swhich served as the pohitical
and military centre of that time of Xinjiang and its adjacent arcas. It became the centre of
the descendants of Mongaol Chagatai Khanate during the Ming Dynasty. During the Qing
Dynasty sthe area of the present-day Changji was in the reign of the Headquarters of 1
General in Huiyuan City (today’ = Huo cheng County). The practice of having gurrison
troops engaging in the frontier guarding as well as reclamation of wasteland pur the land
under con<iderable development and cultivation. A solid [oundation was laid for the com-
ing development of agriculture subscquently. Meanwhile the commercially prosperous
counties such as * Gold Qitai and * Silver Suilai(today’ « Manas County demerged.

The Prefecture of Changiislocated in the important section of the northeen route of
the Silk Road .started the route in the Qin and Han Dynasties and the route was made
popular during the Northern Wei Period and Cui and Tang Dynasties.

The distinet and lifelike sires and cultural relics and the historical documents all
help the readers learn well about the grand occasion of the businessmen engaged in trade
journey to and fro between the east and the west.escorted by teams ol camels loaded

with goods ,travelling day and night.
A new chapter was revealed in the historical annals of Changil in 1949 and the

Changji Hui Autonomous Prefecture was founded in 1951

L Rl e ]










TSR, FFELARPDFIEE www. ertongbook. com


















TSR, FFELARPDFIEE www. ertongbook. com



