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Abstract

To grasp the world, there are chiefly three theoretical modes of think-
ing, namely, the scientific, the religious, and the philosophical. Philoso-
phy, characterized by conscious reflection, possesses a unique value. In the
first two modes, “thinking” and “being” are mutually external , the former
always acting in accordance with or standardize the latter in attempt to
form a certain knowledge of “being”, or,to make “being” serve the will
of mankind. The “relationship between the thinking and being” has been
left unquestioned. In the philosophical mode, however, thinking and being
are in immanent identity, the question of their relationship is the utmost
concemn, and reflections and inquiries constantly focused on the possibility
of the identity of the two. The reflectivity of philosophy lies exactly in the
fact that it embodies man’s self — consciousness of its existence,an exist-
ence that features the identity of naturalness and spirituality. Human exist-
ence presents itself as it is in ontological activities, which maintain and re-
alize the living state of “Beauty” . Aesthetic activities is not one part of
human activities just like activities of “seeking trueness or Good”, but
ontological activities of human being. In aesthetic activities, through the
experience, intention and perception, human existence will reach, ontologi-

cally, the transparent state of life, the transcendent dimension and self —
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judgement of life. Therefore, it is of great necessity to understand and
construct philosophy from the aesthetic dimension, thus ruling out the ten-
dency of philosophy growing scientific or religious.

Philosophy is reflective in nature. The reflective activities of philoso-
phy has preset a premise, that is, “thinking is being as naught” . In aes-
thetic experiences, the premise of philosophical reflection is no longer hy-
potheses in the sense of logic but proved facts. Aesthetic experiences are
not only experiences of “thinking as being” , but experiences of “thinking
as naught” , that is to say, the experience of “thinking as a state of being/
naught”. It is on aesthetic experiences that philosophy establishes its
premise as reflective and acquires its primacy, which, when neglected, de-
nied, or replaced by experiences of “trueness” or “Good”, will make it
completely impossible to understand the premise of philosophical reflection
and reflectivity as its nature, hence jeopardizing its legitimacy. As a re-
sult, it is necessary to go back to the aesthetic world of daily — life, where
abundant aesthetic experiences are available for a profound understanding
and affirmation of the premise of philosophical reflection, reflectivity as
the nature of philosophy, as well as the primacy and legitimacy of philo-
sophic reflection.

The fact that philosophy is reflective in nature has preset its meaning
as “free being that transcends the self” . And in aesthetic intention philo-
sophical meansproved facts. Aesthetic intention refers to not only the pos-
sible intention of intemnal transcending but the real intention of external
transcending. It is the free intention of self — transcending. In aesthetic in-
tension thinking is not only the possible existence of interal transcending
but also the real existence of external transcending, it reveals its self —
transcending nature. It is on the basis of aesthetic intention, and thus veri-
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fying the meaning of self, that philosophy is reflective and acquires an in-
comparable profundity that cannot be found in either scientific thinking or
religious thinking. When the primacy of aesthetic intention is neglected,
denied, or replaced l;y the intentions of “seeking truth or goodness”, it
would be impossible to understand deeply the meaning of philosophical re-
flection, reflectivity as the nature of philosophy, and the profundity and
legitimacy of philosophy . Therefore, it is necessary to go back, conscious-
‘ly, to the aesthetic world of daily - life to understand, in ontological aes-
thetic intention, the meaning of philosophical reflection and affirm the pro-
fundity and legitimacy of philosophical reflection.

Being reflective, philosophy has preset its measure, that is, “thinking
is such a concept that embraces both being — in - itself and being ~ for —
itself” . In activities of aesthetic perception this concept is no longer hypot-
heses in the sense of logic but presents itself as it is. Aesthetic perception
is the intuition of the self, the object and the internal identity between the
self and the object. In such activities the self, the object, and the relation-
ship between the self and the object present themselves to be “being ~ in
—itself/being — for — itself” in nature. This nature reaches the state of
spontaneity in human consciousness, forming a ahsolute and imaginary
concept of “being ~ in — itself/being for itself” . It is on the basis of aes-
thetic perception that philosophy is able to keep confimming its measure
and remain reflective as well as critical, which scientific thinking and reli-
gious thinking would both fail to emulate. When the primacy of aesthetic
perception is neglected, denied, or replaced by scientific ahstractness or
religious insight, it would be impossible to understand deeply the measure
and critical nature of philosophical reflection, thus discrediting the legiti-
macy of philosophical reflection. Therefore, it is necessary to go back to
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the aesthetic worla of daily - life so as to understand and affirm the mea-
sure of philosophical reflection, and to affimn the reflective nature, the crit-

ical nature and legitimacy of philosophy.
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