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1. Ants Are Smarter' Than We Think

(7 here was a weekend last summer when an ant scientist was a guest at our
J cottage. I told him that I could store food in an open container for a whole
week and keep it safely out of the reach of house ants?.

On Sunday night the experiment got under way®. I put a large wooden tub on
the kitchen floor of our cottage. After filling it with some water, I placed a high
wooden stool in the middle of it. On top of the stool, I put a saucer containing the
bait: three or four pieces of chocolate candy.

Then I painted a wide band of very slow-drying* glue around the outside of the
wooden tub. With that®, I stood back and admired my trap, fully confident that
the bait would be untouched upon my return to the cottage the following weekend.

When my friend and I entered the cottage just six days later, ants were swarm-
ing over the bait!

Here’s how they put me to shame®. Single files of ants had marched into the
band of glue around the outside of the wooden tub. A small number of them had
fixed themselves end to end’ in the glue to form a bridge with their bodies.

Ants hate water, but they managed to build a highway in order to get the won-
derful chocolate. They had got tiny pieces of grass and wood and had glued them
together with saliva® until their bridge extended from shore to island. Once they
reached the leg of the wooden stool, traffic was almost all one way® toward the
chocolate bait.

There were also some funny fellows'® around; they were doing things which
ants have been known to do rarely. We noticed that a few were walking across the
ceiling, and when they came directly over the bait they let themselves fall right in-
to the middle of their brothers.

The ability of an ant to travel great distances from its home and return to it
has puzzled more than one scientist.

For example, Professor Charles Michener of the University of California
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captured ants wandering far from their home. He painted them with various
colours and followed them in their travelling.

When he put blinders! over their eyes, he discovered that the ants wandered
about hopelessly. But as soon as the blinders were removed, they found their way
very quickly and were able to reach their homes.

These experiments have supported the belief that an ant finds its way by means
of a remarkable memory. It seems capable of remembering tiny twigs, flowers,
pebbies, or cracks on the ground which serve as guideposts.

Ants are great athletes in proportion to their size'>. They can lift a weight four

hundred times their own weight. Theoretically a five-pound ant could easily lift a
ton.

approximately 400 words

. smarter: cleverer and more capable

out of the reach of house ants: 28T ¥: 8 b 5|

. got under way: started

. slow-drying: T8

. With that: Following that #%#

put me to shame: made me feel ashamed i3 X8
. end to end: KEHE

saliva: MR

all one way: B [aE17

. fellows: here referring to some of the ants

. blinders: iERY

. guideposts: P&HF

. in proportion to their size: 5 EN1H A AMAX T 5

1
2.
3
4
5
6.
7
8.
9.

I S
w N = O

EXERCISES

Choose the best answer to each question:
1. Like humans, ants seem to have
a. memory and intelligence
. a great interest in chocolate
courage and a spoken language
. a strong love for long-distance travel

a o o
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2.

The author set his trap by using a bait made of
a. grass
b. leaves
c. glue
d. chocolate
- What were the three things the author thought could keep the ants from reach-
ing the bait?
a. A wooden tub, water and candy.
b. Grass, wood and glue.
c. Water, height and glue.
d. A wooden tub, a stool and candy.
The word “swarming”(Para.4) most probably means
a. moving in great numbers
b. dying slowly
c. fighting each other
d. escaping in all directions
. The author said the ants had put him to shame because
a. he had done the experiment in the wrong way
b. they proved much cleverer than he had thought
c. he was afraid his friend would laugh at him
d. he had wasted the chocolate candy
. The sentence “...they were doing things which ants have been known to do
rarely” (Para.7) most probably means
a. they were doing strange things
b. they were doing very little
c. they were doing things few people have heard that ants could do
d. they were doing things people seldom do
. Ants can travel great distances and return safely because they can “remember”

the directions of the sun
. the location of their home
the smell of their food
. the tiny things on the way
. Theoretically a five-gram ant could lift a weight of
a. 1 kilogram
b. 2 kilograms
c. 4 kilograms
d. 20 kilograms




2. Salt

e do not know when man first began to use salt, but we do know that it has

been used in many different ways throughout history. Historical evidence

shows, for example, that people who lived over 3,000 years ago ate salted fish.

Thousands of years ago in Egypt!, salt was used to preserve the body of the dead.

Stealing salt was considered a major crime during some periods in history. In

the 18th century, for instance, about ten thousand people were put in prison for

stealing salt. About 150 years before, in the year 1553, stealing salt cou’d be pun-

ished as a crime and the stealer’s ear was cut off. Salt was an important item on the

table of royalty?. It was traditionally placed in front of the king when he sat down

to eat. Important guests at the king’s table were seated near the salt. Less impor-
tant guests were given seats farther away from it.

In the Roman Empire®, one of the most important roads was the one that car-
ried salt from the salt mines to Rome. Guards were stationed along the route to
protect against salt thieves. The guards received their pay in salt, hence the Eng-
lish word, salary!. Any guard who fell asleep while on duty was said to be “not
worth his salt”, and as a result he would get a little less salt on his next payday.
The expression “not worth his salt” is still used today in English to refer to a person
who is thought of as incapable of doing a job.

In the early days in the United States, salt was very scarce. So, the storekeep-
er at that time was very careful with his salt. As he poured out salt for a customer,
he did not like for anyone to walk across the floor of the store. The walking might
shake the floor and could cause the salt to “settle” and as a result the storekeeper
would have to add a little more salt.

In the modern world salt has many uses beyond the dining table®. It is used in
the making of glass and airplane parts, in the growing of crops, and in killing
weeds. It is also used to make water soft, to melt ice on roads and highways, to
make soap, and to fix colours in cloth®. Salt even helps to relieve itching” when it is
rubbed on mosquito or insect bites®.

Salt can be obtained in various ways. Evaporation of salt water from the ocean
or salt water lakes is one of the more common processes for getting salt. However

it is obtained, salt will continue to play an important role in the lives of the people
everywhere.

approximately 430 words
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NOTES

1. Egypt /'id3zipt /: B R

2. royalty: BR, £k

3. the Roman Empire: &% &% H

4. hence the English word, salary: HIt™=4 T3 salary (FiK)—i#
5. beyond the dining table: B& T AR R L4

6. to fix colours in cloth: {#77 ¥ &Hi & 148

7. relieve itching. Ik

8. mosquito or insect bites: BT Z4b

EXERCISES

Choose the best answer to each question:

1.

Throughout history salt has been used in
a. preserving dead bodies

b. making glass and airplane parts

c. growing crops and killing weeds

d. all of the above

. Some ten thousand people were arrested for stealing salt. This happened

a. in the year 1553

b. 150 years ago

c. in the sixteenth century
d. in the eighteenth century

- A usual kind of punishment to a salt thief in the 16th century was

a. to give him less salt

b. to give him a seat farther away from the salt
c. to put him in prison

d. to cut off his ear

. In the Roman Empire many people were employed as guards to

a. carry salt from the mines to Rome

b. protect the city of Rome

c. prevent thieves from stealing salt

d. prevent people from falling aslecp while on duty

. The expression “not worth his salt” (Para.3) refers to

a. one who fails to do his work well

b. one who should not be paid in salt
c. one who doesn’t want to work at all
d. one who should get less salt
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3. The Greatest Magician', Harry Houdini’

agicians are popular everywhere. We all know that a magician does not

g/% really depend on “magic” to do his tricks® but on his ability to act at great
speed. However, this does not prevent us from enjoying watching a magician pro-
duce ducks from a hat, take eggs out of his empty pocket, or cut his wife in two?.

Probably the greatest magician of all times® was Harry Houdini who died in
1926. His real name was Ehrich Weiss, but he named himself Houdini after read-
ing a book which he liked very much. This had been written by a famous magician
called Robert Houdini. Harry Houdini mastered the art of escaping®. He could
free himself from the most complicated locks in seconds.” Although no one really
knows how he did this, there is no doubt that he had made a close study of every
kind of lock in existence®. He would carry a small steel needle-like tool tied to his
leg and use this in place of® a key.

Houdini once asked the Chicago police to lock him up in prison. They put
chains round his body, and locked him up, but he freed himself in a minute. The
police said he had used a tool, and locked him up again. This time he wore no
clothes and there were chains round his neck, wrists, and legs; but he again
escaped in a few minutes. Houdini had probably hidden his “needle”in a wax-like
material and dropped it on the floor in the passage. As he went past, he stepped on
it so that it stuck on the bottom of his foot. His most famous escape, however, was
altogether'® astonishing. He was heavily chained up!! and put in an empty wooden
box, the cover of which was nailed down'?. The box was dropped into the sea near
New York. In one minute Houdini had swum to the surface. When the box was
brought up, it was opened and the chains were found inside.

approximately 370 words

. magician: BEARIF

. Harry Houdini /'heeri hu:'dini /& ¥ - 38 J8 (1874—1926), % E % 1 84 1 &
E N
3. do tricks: ZE Mk

Ny -
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cut his wife in two: cut his wife into two parts

of all times: Jift

the art of escaping: the skill of getting away #HIR

He could free himself from the most complicated locks in seconds. ; He could
unlock the most complicated locks and escape very quickly.

every kind of lock in existence: LA i & Fh i

. in place of: instead of

10. altogether: completely

11. He was heavily chained up: Many chains were put round his body

12. was nailed down: was fixed with nails Fi4T 7472

NGo o

© o

EXERCISES

Write T for true in the space if the statement is true; write F for false if the

statement is not true:

— 1. A magician always uses magic to produce ducks from a hat, take eggs out of
his empty pocket, or cut his wife in two.

2. Ehrich Weiss used the name “Houdini” because it appeared in a book which
he liked very much.

— 3. Houdini had made a close study of various types of locks.

4. Houdini used a small steel needle-like tool to open locks.

5. Once the Chicago police locked Houdini in prison because he had killed his
wife.

6. The first time the policemen locked Houdini up they put chains round his
neck, wrists and legs.

—_ 7. Although he was put in an empty wooden box which later was dropped into
the sea, Houdini was able to swim to the surface in one minute.

— 8. When the box was opened, there was nothing inside except the chains.
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4. Wrong Number

/.William Browning: a businessman

Caroline Browning: his wife

The sitting-room of the Brownings’ house in Humbledon . A telephone stands on a
small table near the door. Caroline is wearing an old dress. William comes in from
his day’s work at the office .

g0

Q=

oz

CEOZEOZXQD

Oh, there you are', William! You’re late, aren’t you?

A little. Sorry, my dear, but business is business?’. And I'm ready to go. Are
you? You don’t look ready. You can’t go in that old dress. Why haven’t you
changed it? Did you get the cinema tickets?

Yes, I telephoned and got the last two. They’re waiting for us at the cinema.
Good!

Everyone in the town seems to want to see this picture. It must be wonderful.
Yes. We'll have a nice evening. At what time have we to be at the cinema?
Half past seven; not later than that.

Well, we haven’t much time. Why aren’t you ready?

It’s that telephone. I've answered it about twenty times today, and it was the
wrong number every time. How can I do my work and talk to my friends when
I have to go to the telephone every ten minutes?

Why are there so many wrong numbers? It didn’t happen before.

Of course not. The Winter Garden Cinema has only just opened. There wasn’t
a Winter Garden Cinema last month.

Cinema? We're talking about the telephone.

Yes, yes. Oh, William, don’t you understand? The number of the cinema is
88465. You know our number is 88456. When people want cinema tickets,

they’re careless, and they get the wrong number, our number. I'm tired of it.3



