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~ I HAVE A DREAM
| Martin - Luther King, Jrai

Five score years ago, a great American®, in" whose
symbolic shadow we stand, signed the FEmancipation
Proclgmation®. This momentous decreé came as a great
beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had
been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came
as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of captivity.

But one hundred years later, we must face the tragic
fact that the Negro is still not free. One hundred years
later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by: the
manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.
One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely
island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material
prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still
languished in the corners of American society and finds
himself an exile in his own land. So we have come here
today to dramatize an appalling condition.

1 am not unmindful that some of you have come here
out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you have
come fresh from narrow jail cells, Some of you have
come from areas where your quest for freedom left you

battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by
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the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans
of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith
that unearned suffering is redemptive.

Go back to Mississippi®, go back to Alabama®, go
back to South Carolina®, go back to Georgia®, go back
‘to Louisiana®, go back to the slums and ghettos of our
northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can
and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the valley of
despair,

I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the
difficulties and frustrations of the moment I still have a
dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American
«dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up
and live out the true meaning of its. creed: “We hold
these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created
-equal.”

I have a dream that one day om the red hills of
‘Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former
slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the
table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mis-
sissippi, a desert state sweltering with the heat of in-
Justice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis
of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one
<day live in a nation where they will-not be judged by the
color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.
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I have a dream that one day the state of Alabama,

- whose governor’s lips are presemtly dripping with the
words of .interposition and nuilification, will be trans-
formed into a situation where little black beys and black
girls will be able to join hands with little white boys
and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today. ,

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be
exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the
rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places
will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, o

This is our hope. This is the faith with which I
return to the South. With this faith we will be able to
hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.
With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling
discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work
together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to
jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing
that we will be free one day.

This will be the day when all of God’s children will
ve able to sing with new meaning

My country, ’tis of thee,

Sweet land of liberty,

Of thee I sing: )

Land where my fathers died,

Land of the pilgrims’ pride,

From every mountainside
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Let freedom ring.
And if America is to [be a great nation this must
become true. So let freedom ring from the prodxglous

‘hilltops of New Hampshire®.
Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New

York®,
Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies®

of Pennsylvania®]
Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockxes@ of

Colorado®]
Lét-freedon. ring from the curvaceous peaks of
Lalifornia®| ' '
"~ Bit not only that; let freedom ring from Stone
Mountain® of Georgial '
‘Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain® - of Ten-
-nessee®] '
" Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of
‘Mississippi. ‘
" From every mountainside, let freedom ring.
‘ “‘“When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from
every village and every hamlet, from every state and
“every city, we will be able to speed up that day when
all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to
Jjoin hands and sing in the words of the old Negro
'spiritual, “Free at last] free at last} thank God almighty,

we are free ai last]”
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About fhe Author

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929—1968), the son -and
_grandson of Negro Baptist ‘ministers, was an. American
clergyman, civil rights leader and exponent of nonvio-
lence. He was ordained in 1947 and became minister  of
2 Baptist church in Montgomery, Alabama (1954). In
1955 he was awarded a Ph. D. at Boston University. He
led the boycott (1955—1956) by Montgomery blacks
against the segregated éitv bus lines, and he attained
national prominence by @advocating a policy of passive
resistance to segregation. He organized, in January 1957,
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference to broaden
the potential of the movement begun in Montgomery. For
the next several years, King helped lead numerous protest
-demonstrations throughout the south. He was frequently
.arrested and jailed. He organized, in 1963, the massive
March on Washington, and was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1964. He was shot and killed by an assassin on
April 4, 1968.

About the Text

- On Aug. 29, 1963, some 250,000 Americans of all
{aiths, races and creeds gathered in the shadow. of the
Lincoln Memorial to demand equal justice for all citizens
-under the law. It was at this assembly that Martin Luther
King delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech,

'50




based on biblical phraseology. In emphasizing his f{aith-
that ail men, someday, would be brothers, the vision of
the philosopher, the faith of the Christian, and the-
rhetoric of the Southern Baptist preacher all cohjoined
powerfully te inspire his followers throughout the world.

Although this address was delivered orally, it was.
read from a written text composed with great care. It is.

an example of formal English.

Notes

1. a great American: Abraham Lincoln (1809—1865),
the 16th president of the United States, in office-
from 1861—1865.

Emancipation Proclamation: a military edict issued by
President Abraham Lincoln in September 1862, effective
Jan. 1, 1863, proclaiming the emancipation of all
slaves in thos= regions still under Confederate control
in the Civil War. The 13th (1865), 14th (1868) and
15th (1870) Constitutional amendments, arising out
of the Civil War and Reconstruction, abolish slavery

and guarantee civil rights and the suffrage to U.S.

|3

citizens, including former slaves.

3. Mississippi: a South Central state of the United States..
Its name is taken from the river which forms its.
western boundary. ' ‘ ‘

(. Alabama: a Southeastern state of the United States,
situated east of the Mississippi River in the center

of the far southern tier of states.
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5.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

South Carolina: one of the South Atlantic states of
the United States.

Georgia: a South Atlantic state of the United States
and the largest state east of the Mississippi River.
Louisiana: a Southern state of the United States. All
the above-mentioned five states are in the South 'of
the U.S., where segregation and discrimination were
most severe. )

New Hampshire: one of the. New England states of
the northeastern United States.

New York: one of the Middle Atlantic states.
Alleghenies: Allegheny Mountains, the high eastern
margin of the Allegheny Plateau, extending from
Pennsylvania to cenjral West Virginia.

Pennsylvania: a Middle Atlantic state of the United
States.

the snowcapped Rockies: Rocky Mountains, major

mountain system of North America and easternmost

"belt of the North American cordillera, extending

more than 3,000 miles (4,800 km) from central
New Mexico to northwest Alaska; Mt. Elbert in
Colorado is the highest peak.

Colorado: a West Central state of the United States.
California: one of the Pacific states of the United
States, situated in the exireme west of the country,
on the Pacific Ocean.

Stone Mountain: Situated in northwestern Georgia,
it is an enormous mass of exposed gramite on whose

face are carved huge equestrian {igures of Jefferson
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