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Unit 1 Life Begins at 40

This unit is an argument between a young girl and a mid-aged man on

when life begins.

Alice ; . Are you seriously trying to tell me that life begins at 40?
Life begins nine months before birth. And what do you mean by
“life begins” anyway? ;

Lou; Well,I don’t mean that life begins at 40 in the literal sense,
of course. However yassuming that your health is good,at the age
of 40.
you are still young enough to enjoy yourself;
you can afford to enjoy yourself; -
you are mature and experienced,so you can assess situations and
deal with them; '
you can deal with the opposite sex with skill;
you can enjoy the fruits of your labors—at home and at work;
you are at the height of your mental powers;
you can see clearly the direction your life is taking;
and you have a settled existence.

Alice; What about the other side of things?

You’ve lost most of your youthful vigor and energy ;

life lacks excitement because you can predict exactly what edch
day .is going to bring;

you’ve become bourgeois and conservative;

you’re putting on weigh;,l losing your hair, going gray,or your
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eyesight is failing;

you’re worried because you have too many possessions and re-
sponsibilities.

The best is over for you. It’s too late to do anything about your

life if you’ve made a mess of it. And what do you have to look

forward to? Just old age.

I . LANGUAGE POINTS TO BE DEALT WITH
1. Life begins at 40.
 DRISRAE 15 T,
Let’s begin at page 15.
DRIMARHI—FF B LR,
Our school will begin on Monday.

3) M OB AR T FF IR A T
He began by trading in old things.

DA RFF I 5.

He begins school t_o__dﬁ)i.

5)IX A I R R A, M KREHA — T K
Beginning as a fishing village, it has grown to be a pros-
perous town.

) i N— 5 RTFFE R FE) 10 TRTT,

The biding began at $ 10,000 and rose up to
$ 100,000.

DA 10 BEFF.

He began to learn the trade at the age of 10.
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) 5, R TR IR RN,

I’m not too worried about a large salary,to begin with.
MU ESAEFHAUEL, TAEN“ N FHEH
“from” ¥ 1%, X S EBFINEE.

2. ...if you’ve made a mess of it. XA FHIE B E“ME
RELEHERE—EHE.”
XA} F g it 235 “the whole general situation” , /N $§
EATRAERIRTE . THIRBUETEX & P B WA 8%
1)He got the worst of it in Tokyo.

ERFLEPMERT .
2)The teacher went out of the room for five minutes,and

some bad boys made the most of it.

W =T RHH, —EBREARRTRAMBAILET

.
3)You’ve had it}

X—TFHKRAIZET!
4)Beat it}

LIF!
5)You’ll catch it}

RERAR!
6)Get on with it}

FFaeE)

. EXERCISES

1. State the two speakers’ point of view.



Name View Point
A.
Lou B.
C.
A.
Alice B.
C.

2. Tell why you feel this way.

1) Review Lou’s point of view. He assumes that younger
people can’t do any of these things. Do you agree with
this assumption? Why? Why not? ’

2)Do any 20-year-olds possess the qualities which Lou says
40-year-olds have? Do you know anyone like this?

3)Do any 20-year-olds possess the negative qualitiés that

R Alice ascribes to 40-year-olds? Under what circum-
stances? Do you know anyone like this?
f . SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
1. If you are under 40,what is your view of 40-year-olds to-
day?
2. If you are over 40,what is your view of 20-year-olds to-
day?
3. You’re as old as you feel. Do you agree? Why? Why not?
N. USEFUL GAMBITS
1. What do you mean by...?
— 4 —



2. In my opinion. . ..

3.1 believe that. ...

4. That’s not true. . ..

5. What about the other side of things?....
6. On the other hand. ...

7. All right, but don’t you think... %

Unit 2 You and Me

This unit deals with a radio programme in which three different people

are asked some personal questions.

Interviewer ; Excuse me...er...could I ask you a few ques-
tions?

First passer-by; Certainly, yes.

Interviewer; Um...pl. .. could you tell me what you enjoy most
in life?

First passer-by. What I enjoy most in life? I think I enjoy. ..
um. . . a nice meal.

Interviewer;, Mmm and what do you think’s been your... or
would be your greatest_ambition?

First passer-by; My greatest ambition would be to go to Indonesia
and see the wonderful arts and dances and musics of that coun-
ry.

Interviewer, Oh yes,fascinating. Er. . . what’s been your greatest

achievement so far?

— 5 —




First passer-by; My greatest achievement,well far be it from me
to say but...um...I think that ...er...I go back to the time
that I got to Oxford. I was very very proud of... of. .. of find-
ing myself at such a wonderful,hallowed. .. er. .. university of
learning.

Interviewer; Yes,I’m sure you were. What person do you admire
most?

First passer-by: Um. .. Winston Churchiil.

Interviewer; Mmm,and who do you get on with best of all?

First passer-by: My wife. ‘

Interviewer, Oh... ‘what was the nicest thing that happened to
you yesterday ?

First passer-by; Yesterday. .. gosh,I must say my memory...
isn’ it awful. .. er...oh yes,my little girl came up to me first
thing in the morning and she said, ‘Daddy, you’ re the most
wonderful person in the world. ’

Interviewer; Ha ha. Thank you very much.

First passer-by:; Thank you.

Interviewer: Excuse me,could I ask you a few questions?

Second passer-by; Oh...yes,all right.

Interviewer; The first one is; What do you enjoy most in life?

Second passer-by: Um... well, I... I'm sorry to be boring
but. . . er. .. I really enjoy sitting in front of a fire and just read-
ing by myself. !

Interviewer; That’s lovely,isn’ it? Yes and what’s your greatest
ambition?

— 6 —



Second passer-by; Um. ..er...to have as much money as possi-

ble. I don’t mean to be enormously rich but to be. . . have enough
not to have to worry.

Interviewer: Oh yes,and what do you think’s been your greatest

achievement?

Second passer-by; Oh,having my daughter. I’ve got one little girl
and it’s her.

Interviewer, Oh,lovely. Which person do you admire most?

Second passer-by; Oh...er...um... well either something quite
frivolous like. . . like an actor, like Laurence Olivier or. .. No,
really somebody like. . .er... Mahatma Gandhi,I think.

Interviewer; Oh yes. And who do you get on with best of all?

Second passer-by; Oh,my daughter—she’s awfully nice to me,
ha ha.

Interviewer; Ha ha,lovely. What was the nicest thing that hap-
pened to you yesterday?

Second passer-by . Well. um. . . we went out for a very nice
walk and...and saw a castle and it was just lovely , the whole
day. ‘

Interviewer; Oh,it sounds super] Thank you very much.

Second passer-by; Thank you. »

Interviewer, Excuse me. .. er...can 1 interrupt you for a mo-
ment?

Third passer-by: Oh, yeah. .

Interviewer; Would you mind answering a few questions? The

£. .. the first one is ; What do you enjoy most in life?

_— 7 -



Third passer-by; Oh well,I think I enjoy my work most.

Interviewer; Mmm. . .and what’s your greatest ambition?

Third passer-by; Greatest ambition. I think that would be to go
on a safari in East Africa.

Intefviewer; Oh,that sounds wonderful. What’s been your great-
est achievement?

Third passer-by, Well,I guess raising three daughters.

Interviewer; Uhuh. Which person do you admire most?

Third passer-by; Mmm... 1’d better say my wife! Ha ha.

Interviewer; And who do you get on with best of all?

Third passer-by; Well,I...m sure.my wife.

Interviewer;  Again, your wife. And what was the nicest thing
that happened to you yesterday?

Third passer-by; Yesterday. . . Oh yes,yesterday was Sunday and
we went for. . . um. . . a drive out in the country and 1 think that
was just wonderful. '

Interviewer. Thank you very much. Thank you,goodbye.

Third passer-by: Bye.

I . LANGUAGE POINTS TO BE DEALT WITH
1. ... far be it from me to say+-*
XRGSALEBRNERGE. REAERRECH
BANES—%, REEwm ZFHEEETHRR,E
935 R B & “Although I really should not; P’'m unwill-
ing. "PUEMFE A RRBRARAKEN, R -eee”
FAL Ry ] -
J— 8 ——



Far be it from me to interrupt your conversation, but I
couldn’t help overhearing what you were saying.

FRRREFBITHEMNHBRESN, AT REEMTE
T RINERT 4.

Far be it from me to correct you, but I think you made a
serious mistake.

- BRERAEHUER ATHRET A TEHER.
2. «=»really somebody likesss
TE3X JL “somebody ” ) % J8 & “a person of importance” R
LLER“H BB RAD.
1. EXERCISES
1. After you hear the speakers, discuss with a partner what
kind of answers you would both give to the six questions
below.
First Second Third
speaker speaker speaker

What do you enjoy
most in life?

What is your greatest
ambition?

What has been your
greatest achievement?

Which person do you
admire most?

Who do you get on
with best of all?

What was the nicest
thing that happened to
you yesterday 7




2. Answer the Questions
1)What things in life make you happy?
2)What things make you sad or angry?
3)What are your ambitions?
4)Who do you admire most of all?
5)Do you find it easy to make friends?
I . SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
Imagine the following situations,what would you say?
1. You talk with a friend of yours about a member in your
family ,trying to describe his(her) personality. )
2. You try to give a short and simple description of yourself.
3. You tell a couple of people that you go in for football and
that you also have some other hobbies. .
N. USEFUL GAMBITS
1. 1 think P’m---
2. I'm sure I don’te--
3. Would you say I was-*+?
4.1 didn’t know that youses
5.1 always thought that yous.-*
6. That’s funny, I’d have said youe--

Unit 3 Focus on Marriage

This unit is. about the changing of ideas of a marriage:the traditional
- pows have been taken place by a legal contract.
“To love and honor. . . in sickness and in health. . . for richer, for



