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1. The Shoemaker’s Son

Hans Christian raced down the street,

trying to escape the neighborhood boys.
He stumbled over the rough cobble«
stones, and the boys nearly caught him.
But his legs were longer than theirs.
With a quick glance over his shoulder,
he scrambled frantically up a tree in the
churchyard. While he held his breath,
the boys ran right past him.

At last he was safe. Safe from the
boys who played too rough for him and
took such delight in making him cry.

Safe from those who called him “ stork
1
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1. The Shogmaker’s Son

legs” because he was so tall and thin.
And safe, for the moment at least, from
the others who said he looked like a
scarecrow with his mop of white-blond
hair, tiny eyes, big nose, and huge
hands and feet.

When Hans Christian thought it was
safe to come down, he found he was
stuck in the tree. No matter how hard he
tried, he couldn’t untangle his long arms
and legs. Fortunately, one of the neigh-
borhood girls saw him and hurried to tell
Hans Christian’s father. (And fortunate-
ly, none of the neighborhood boys were
around to make fun of him, trapped in a
tree. )

Hans Andersen soon came to rescue
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1. The Shoemaker’s Son

his son, but he didn’t scold the boy.
Hans and his wife, Anne Marie, tried to
protect their son from the bullies who
were always picking on him. He was
their only child, and they showered him
with love and attention. So did his grand-
mother. Hans Christian was her pride
and delight, and she visited him daily.
The Andersens lived in Odense, a
small town on the island of Fyn in Den-
mark , where Hans Christian was born on
April 2, 1805. In those days, the world
had no electric lights, telephones, cars
or radios. Odense had a castle, howev-
er, where the Danish crown prince made
his home. Hans Christian always liked
living in a town with a real castle and a
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real prince. He was certain he would live
in a castle himself one day.

For the time being, Hans Christian
and his family shared a small house with
two other families on one of the poorest
streets in town. They had only one room
with a tiny kitchen at the back. Hans
Andersen was a shoemaker, and his
workbench, a big bed, and a chest of
drawers took up most of the space. Hans
Christian’s small cot was stored under his
parents’ bed during the day so there
would be enough room to walk around.

The place was cheery, with jars of
flowers on the windowsills and snow-
white curtains around the two windows.
Painted landscapes decorated the door
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I. The Shoemaker’s Son

panels. On the walls were colorful pic-
tures, including a portrait of Napoléon,
who was the French emperor and Hans
Andersen’s hero .

A ladder in the kitchen led up to the
roof, where Anne Marie had a tiny gar-
den. She grew vegetables in a box placed
in the gutter between the peaked roof of
their house and the one next door. Hans
Christian liked to elimb up to the roof
garden and watch what was going on in
the town below. He felt as safe and se-
cure as he would if he were a king in a
castle. Hans Christian loved his rooftop
hide-away, but sometimes he felt lonely
there. He didn’t have friends his age.

Before he was old enough for
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1. The Shoemaker’s Son

school, Anne Marie often took her son
down to the Odense River where she
worked washing other people’s clothes.
Hans Christian played happily by himself
along the banks. Sometimes he sang to a
Chinese prince who lived beneath the
water’s surface. (One of the washerwom-
en had told Hans Christian that China
was on the other side of the world, right
under the Odense River, and he believed
her!) He day-dreamed about the prince
coming out of the river and taking him
back to live in his kingdom in China.
China, he reasoned, would be a
fairy-tale land like Arabia. Hans Chris-
tian visited Arabia every night when his
father read to him from A Thousand and
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