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PREFACE

Idiomatic phrases are those whose mcanings are not immediately obvious
from the words they consist of. Many of these happen to be phrasal verbs
which are confusing to the student but unfortunately a very vital component of
basic English. Imagine the differences in meaning, for example, between the
straightforward get on ( Where did you get om the bus?), get on meaning
progress(]1 want o get on in my career) , get on meaning continue (1 must get
on with my work) ,as well as get on with meaning getting old (He’ s getting
on now — must be 75) . Trying to distinguish one from the other is enough to
get on your nerves! This is why this unique dictionary will give you the instant
help you need.

A special feature of the dictionary is the copious cross references. A main
entry under get {one’s) foot in the door/on the ladder has cross-references
under foot, door and ladder, so it is really easy to find.

Idioms are an integral part of spcken and informal written English. With

expanding international trade and tourism, these little phrases are more impor-
tant than ever before.

Clare Vickers
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KIEWMBERBBEATFEHEEU - BEHHEEAES XMNEE X
PARLBREIEDHW . MEERBEMARTR, BAEMNMOERERNSE
SEE ARBMRENEEMEE T S2EENARTSY . E0E, R
HKBR—TF geton MERHARE L EER get on [ E K BB (Where did
you get on the bus? HEZEME FANILKEN) ;geton ERHBRHER
(1want to gef on in my career. WA ZEF W | i Akt ,) get on FREREH
# . (1 must ges on with my work. R4S THE); BH get on with
55 X AN BE R A8 64 8 58 (John gets on well with Fmma. 485 3 344t
BRI ) getting on EFRTEMBEE (He's getting on now — must be75.
ET—TRATSHT). AFRSRL geton HEXHREUBAL
@i('get on your nerves)! ERFXH ART ZAMENARRIEZE,

BRAHSMFERFERRL - KBS, FIMEERH get (one’s) foot
in the door/on the ladder, I foot, door 1 ladder M A LB 2R & EH . &
wRk+SHME,

HERABRRBOEMEEXBEHERTRSOARITE S, HEH
ERASERBEIMRE AEERLUEEANERBEEMRE.
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about See It’s about/high time, up and about, what about

above all
most important BEREMNRE ; LK 2
Carolyn: What's the homework for today, Miss Li?
S XA 2R, FEM?
Miss Li:1 want you to review history, geography, and gbove all , English.
REKRUDEI L 8, FH RERNEE IR,

above oneself
thinking one is better than one is EAF R ; AR N
Jim: When I get a job, I'll earn ¥ 50 000 a month.
SR{|ITIHE,RETA LW S TRE

Eva: You're getting above yourself. Nobody will pay you more than
¥ 10 000.

FEBART . BEASHAERT 1 AREMAF.
above See be above, ovver and above

absent (from)
not in/at (a place) &/ ; A¥E(3%)
Eva:Where’s Helen today?
SREARLEE?
Jim:She’s absent ( from school). She’s got the flu.
MmEER(EH), BB TRITHERY,

accident See by accident

account for
to give a reason for; explain W R ;%
Jim:Why is Henry dancing on the table?
TR AERT EBiSR?
Eva:He’s just won ¥ 10 000.
fBRIMT L K.
Jim:Oh, that accounts for it!

R, Rt |



account 2

account See of no/little account, on no account, take into account/
consideration

act on/upon
1. to affect (especiaily in science) ¥-----EBEA(RENEHHE)
Michaei;What do drugs do to you?
RERHM AR AEH?
Teacher: They act on /upon your brain.

ENs AR RBAEES.

2.to do something as a resutt of - 7K
Teacher: William, when are you leaving school?
B, R £t 2 B B T B 7
William: Acting on your advice, I'm leaving school next year.

ERANREDN REFSHR,
act See catch in the act, play the fool (act the fool)
Adam See not know from Adam

add to . ’
to make bigger or more #iim; m L
Jim:What’s three added to nine?
3mIRES?
Eva:Three added to nine makes twelve.
39T 12,

Jim:Helen looks very worried about her exams.
BT e THHREXRL,

Eva:Yes, and her father's iliness has added te her worries.
U, 052 K R AN T

add wp

1.to put (numbers) together to find a total (M= )mk¥;: Bt
Jim: Add up these numbers and tell me the answer.

ExsBrmek REERFRER.



address to

Eva:That’s easy. 50 + 10 + 167 = 227.
BERAES, 50 + 10 + 167 = 227,

2. (in negative sentences) to seem sensible; give a reasonable an-
swer; make sense (I T4 EH) A FME
Jim: That was a strange robbery yesterday!

HERRET-RTOEFNBRTRM.

Eva:Yes, it was. No one was there, the room was locked, and yet the
money disappeared — it just doesn’t add up.

e HaE A, YRERAA BRAZETH, TREHNAN
T—XRAERTABE,

add up to
1.to be in total @itk -
Jim: Add up these numbers.
EReERFIRE,
Eva:Thirty and twenty add up to lifty.
30 hn 20 B3R 50,

2.to mean; be the same as % F i} ; MRk

Carolyn: I was ill on Monday, | went out on Tuesday and | was tired on
Wednesday .

REW— R, EHSH AN ZRBEE.

Teacher: It all adds up to the fact that you have not done enough homework
this week.

BRER. FX-ARARELSDR.

address to

to mark {a letter or parcel) with an address £ (e gt ) L #xMA
Mt

Eva:Who is that letter addressed to?
WHIERE A NN

Jim: It’s addressed to Susan Wang.
BWEARETER.



address (something or oneself) to 4

address (something or oneself) to
to speak or write to X} BiE/RE =
Eva: What happened at the graduation ceremony?
By mALBRREAT?
Jim: The principal addressed most of his speech to the parents.

BROEHEAEZERMF LI,

Carolyn: Who should read this book?
fta AZERXEH?
Teacher: The writer is addressing herself to first-year students.

FEEGRON SR —FREE,
advantage See take advantage (of)

after all
when everything is considered #4537 ; %
Jim:Y'm sorry you can’t come with us today.
FRERRERRIN — %, i,
Eva:It doesn’t matter. After all, I shall come with you next week.

BXR . EERTEHLAKR—EEMN.

after yon
(a polite phrase inviting another person to go first) &M GLiLE
)
Mrs. Chen: Ah, here comes the elevator!
WL RS T !
Lawrence: After you , Mrs. Chen.
BRRK, 58!

after See be after
again See now and again/then
against the clock

trying to do something in'a certain time AT ] ; R ZE M —BH Q2 WY
4 72




5 age

Eva: We've just done a test against the clock. At the end of five minutes,

the teacher took in our books. A
RANRIRISERT — KRB, 543480 —F), BITD F i T RATAY  -—
57,

Jim: And if you hadn’t finished, you got no marks.
mH , BnHEEA M, RRBEs,

against all (the) odds
although it is very unlikely RE TR KW #E; ME MBI L £ W
Annie: Are you moving, Mr. Li?

FRAE RN EREG?
Mr. Li: Yes, we are. Against all odds, we've found a beautiful cheap

house by the beach.
R, AREE RNEARTEEBILIRD 7T — B X EE LE
HHBET.

Eva:David’s the slowest runner in the class.

KDEH FREBEHA,
Jim: Not today. He came third in the race, against all the odds .

FROUR—F REFKAH MELRFERTHE=4,

against the tide
doing something in your own way, even though it is different from
most other people KM ; FMMEH; 5AFR; P REL
Eva:When other little boys were playing with toy cars, Stephen was going
against the tide, and learning ballet.
M/ N BERERGALEN D ETHESARE, EEEHE,

Jim: Yes, and now he is a famous dancer.

AWM S MERNOLEHERET,
:You can go or rum or swim against the tide. % against the
tide Z WY LAEH go, run B swim.
against See  be on (one’s) guard (against) , up against

age See come of age, look (one’s) age, under age



A

agree to 6

agree to

to say yes to a plan B ; BA (XMt YN X TER)

Eva:We can’t do this by ourselves.
FATHELA R S x4 3,

Jim:No, we can’t. John has agreed to help us.

R CAMEXR BRI,

Jim: What has your mother decided?
PRI B B e 7

Eva;She has agreed to my father’s new plan. He will cook dinner at week-
ends if she will do it during the week.

Mﬁﬁﬁéé&i&ﬂﬁ%ﬁhtﬂ%?Hk&fﬂl%ﬁ,ﬁi*ﬁdﬂﬁﬁﬁo
Bt | : Agree to can be followed by an infinitive or a noun. 7 agree
W o REMEHATER, RAH,

agree with
to say the same as another person; to think someone is right X
B GRE AN AR
Eva: Julic looks nice in that yellow dress.
KT LIRAREFHAITE.
Jim: I agree with you. It's much nicer than her brown one.

REEY. SHBBARCHEEST.

Jim: [ don’t agree with anything my cousin does.
RERMOBRELLR
Eva: Well, he’s old enough to decide what is right and wrong.

BRAMFLERNT ACLHBEFT I,

ahead of (one’s/its) time
being, doing or saying something that seems too modern for most
people FEZERM L2 My ; W
Eva: That man who wants a world government is crazy.
BAFBUA MR ARMBUN, EERT.
Jim:Maybe he’s just ahead of his time.
WiFf AR EER ML T,



7 all but

Eva:l dislike the style of that building.
TAE KA E K BH BT

Jim:Well, I think it’s ahead of its time, in 100 years people will say it’s
beautiful.

it  BUNEREHRN——100 EFAMNRLSRERRET .

aid See in aid of
air See clear the air, into thin air
alight See catch alight/fire, set alight

all at once
suddenly Sk
Eva:;Why are you frightened?
HHftaEm?
Jim:1 was reading quietly when all at once the window opened.

REEZBHEDHNE RRAFAITHFT,

all but
1. everyone or everything except E------ Ve
Jim:Does everyone in your class have good sight?
HEEBNARNBIBEFE?
Eva:Not at all. Al but five of the students in my class wear glasses.

AARR. RELRT 5 MEELS, 2HPRBHE.

Eva:Have you organized your new room yet?
HHFERBELTTERAE?
Jim:Nearly. I've moved the fumiture — all but the heavy bookcase.

EXET, RTRIRERBEUN RIELVRABESAT .

2.very nearly JLF; % — &K
Eva:That was a terrible accident.
BMRE-EFENEH.,
Jim: Yes, it was. My cousin all but died.

AW RHBERE—RKET



all hours 8

Eva:Helen’s parents are old, aren't they?

A BRI B RRE, BRE?

pa— Jim: Yes. Her mother’s 57 and her father’s all but 70.
B, MHEESTS MXEERETOT,
all hours

very late at night IR H
Eva:Did you watch the film on TV last night?
REEME TR RN RE?

Jim:No. | was working on my English homework until all hours.

B BMEEEL -EHBIRE.

Helena: Why is Grandmother in bed? It’s only 10 o’clock.
AT A EREERE T ? BERT 10 S48,

Mother : Young people can stay up to all hours , but older people get sleepy.
ERAARORE HEFARBREET.

Eva:I couldn’t sleep last night, the phone kept ringing at all hours .
BIEWEE AR, B4R REHTFE,

Jim: Who was it?
REITHRD,

Eva: A wrong number.
AATHERIET .

: All hours is usually found after until, to or at. All hours
KR Funiil, to Kat 255,

all in good time
when the time is right BH — X ; IRt
Helena: When can [ learn the violin?
Rt 4B A BERNRE?
Mothgr:All in good time. You haven’t learned the piano for long yet.
BINB I REN,  RERZFTETAAR,

all over the place

everywhere B4t ; & &



9 all right/alright

Helena:I've looked all over the place but 1 can’t find my pink skirt.
AR T H A 097 B SR BV RIS M 4T 8 B0 T A
Mother: Well, I can’t find it either — your clothes are all over the place ===
and I don’t know where to look.
%z, R R AR E WHEKBRBLEABR REFDBEERE £
R,

Eva:Here's a photo I took of Helen.
XERLBERHAM—FHEBAE,
Jim:It’s not very good. The wind’s blowing her hair all over the place.

HEAKE. HOXBRBERRBILEEN.

" e | :We often use all over the place when we are complaining

about things being untidy or mixed up. All over the place %
AXRMAARBABTRERAERAHE.

all right/alright
1. (spoken in agreement to a request or demand) F ;17 ;AT kL

Eva: Will you open the door for me please?

BB RCITITF 7Y
Jim: Alright .
70

Eva:Can you change the appointment to Thursday?
HRERBEASKIERNN-
Jim:Oh, all right. But I'm rather come on Tuesday.

o, FARBEREN R,

2.safe, well or unhurt R2H; KA ; RATEN
Eva:Be careful of that ladder. (Crash!) Are you all right?
HOREHBF. (F—FHTHREER,
Jim:Er — yes, I think I'm all right, thank you.
R, EE RERABR A4 RS, B

Eva:How is your mother?

Wi R B a7



all set 10

Jim: She was ill last week, but she’s all right now.

wrERR T ERESFT.

3.good snough; well enough TEA;ETH ;S ARER ()
Jim:Did you enjoy the film?

PRI Hrug o
Eva:Oh it was all right, but not as good as 1 hoped.

BB EFANRBRPHEMICELT .

Jim:Can [ help?
REEFLG

Eva:Yes, you can move this bookcase. The chairs are all right by the table.
WS- TR BR., R FE2ERARAHST,

Jim:How's your little cousin getting on at school?
HRENRBIEFERE LR
Eva:He can add up all right, but he can’t subtract yet.

WA EA R E, BEREREERES,

all set

ready to go, start or do something CHMIFH EM — Ik &; £ &%
&%

Carolyn: When do we begin the test?
BRI 2R RFHNE?

Teacher: Get out your exercise books and pencils. When you're all set,
we'll begin.
KHBRMWEITZRBE, BEEFT RS,

Eva:Are you going to the football game today?
HEHRKERBIRHL MW
Jim:Yes. The Tigers seem all set to beat the Dragons.

. RARKEREFFILRAER,

all the same
even so (B~ )i B8 ; N



11 all

Mr. Ma:!'ve locked the doors.
REEMWMNYE T,
Mr. Li: Al the same, I'll just check them to make sure.

BRI REFRERE - TURRLR.

all the same to (me)

unimportant 3 (8 )R IRBB -8 ;3 ZERiR

Eva:Do you want the window open or shut?

FRAEEE P ATIRER X 17
Jim:1t's all the same to me. 1 don't mind.
BHGE, REFTE.

Eva:lf it's all the same to you , could we play that game after lunch instead
of before it?
MBHRAEBNERNMNETRZIB WA R TR Z H BB L, IF
g9

Jim : Of course.

SR,

all work and no play

{said when advising someone against working too hard) R TR

BREARDENATEIER/AR)

Eva:l can’t come out on Sunday. ['ve got too much homework.
REMEABEE. REMNDIBRKET .

Jim; You really should get some exercise and fresh air — all work and no
play, you know.
RS RGeS PR TH#ZS— R IHEA R, B
BFHER QEe,

| :This is short for the proverb All work and no play makes

| Jack a dull boy, which is so well known to English speakers

that they don’t say the whole of it. X R1iZ#E Al work and
no play makes Jack a dull boy BISEBE , ¥ B A L5t sb3k
ERE FUARLRH LA,

all See at all costs, at all events, by all means, Tirst of all, for all the

|=



