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ARTISTS & PHOTOGRAPHERS

Richard Avedon (1923—) Fashion photographer.

* Born on May 15, 1923 in New York City.

* He has worked for Vogue magazine since 1965.

* In the 1980s he became the highest-paid fashion
photographer in the world. .

* Avedon is best known for his glamour photos of

top models.

Avedon quotes; o
1) It’s in trying to direct the traffic between Art

and Candor, without being run over, that I'm

confronted with the questions about photogra-
phy that matter most to me.

(On maintaining authenticity, NY TIMES 27
Dec. 1985)
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Roy Litchenstein (1923- ) Pop artist.

* Born on Oct. 27, 1923 in New York City.

* He became one of the most famous Pop artists
in the world in the 1960s.



% Litchenstein is best known for his bold screen-

prints of enlarged comic strips.

Litchenstein quotes;

1) I like to pretend that my art has nothing to do

with me,
(Quoted by Deborah Solomon “The Art Behind
the Dots” NY TIMES 8 Mar. 1987)

2) 1don’t have big anxieties. I wish I did. I'd be

much more interesting.

3) It’s true that when I looked at what doing, it

offended my own sense of taste. I'mean, I real-
ize that taste develops as you work. .. And so 1
kept doing these painting, I couldn’t work in
any other way. .. They stood around my stu-
dio, and they were just too insistent. Actually,
I didn't think anyone would be interested in
them and I didn’t really care, That part wasn’t
important. What was important was that I was
doing them.

(On his provocative comic strip paintings,
CELEBRITY REGISTER, 1990)
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Henry Moore (1898-1986) British sculptor.
* Born in Castleford, England.
* He is best known for his abstract forms includ-

ing the reclining nude.

Moore quotes:

1) It is a mistake for a sculptor or a painter to .
speak or write very often about his job. It re-
leases tension needed for his work. (“Henry
Moore on Sculpture” Viking 1967)

2) A sculptor is a person who is interested in the
shape of things,a poet in words, a musician by
sounds.

3) Discipline in art is a fundamental struggle to un~
derstand oneself, as much as to understand
what one is drawing.

(Recalled on his death 31 Aug. 1986) ‘
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Georgia O’Keefe (1887-1986) Artist, painter.

% Born in Sun Praire, Wisconsin.

* She was married to photographer Alfred
Stieglitz from 1924—46.

% She is famous for her paintings of enlarged flo-
wers.

* She never signed her canvases.

O’keefe quotes:

1) It was in the 1920s, when nobody had time to
reflect, that 1 saw a still-life painting with a
flower that was perfectly exquisite, but so
small you really could not appreciate it.
(Reader’s Digest May 1979)

2) I decided that if I could paint that flower in a

huge scale, you could not ignore its beauty.
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Jackson Pollock (1912-1956) Abstract painter.

* Born in Cody, Wyoming.

% He became a pioneer of abstract expressionism
and was known for his action painting technique
of dripping paint onto unstretched canvas.

% His best known works include “Lucifer” (1947)
and “Lavendar Mist”(1950).

Pollock quotes:

1) Abstract paint is abstract. It confronts you.
(Quoted by Francis V O’Connor “Jackson Pol-
lock ,” Museum of Modern Art 1967)
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Norman Rockwell (1894-1978) Illustrator.

* Born in New York City.

» He painted covers for THE SATURDAY
EVENING POST for nearly fifty years.

% He is regarded as the most famous American

magazine illustrator of the 20th century.

Rockwell quotes:
1) 1 unconsciously decided that, even if it wasn’t
an ideal world,it should be and so painted only
—_— 5 —_—
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the ideal aspects of it pictures in which
there are no drunken slatterns or self-centered
mothers... only foxy grandpas who played
baseball with the kids and boys who fished from
logs and got up circuses in the backyard.
(Washington Post 27 May 1972).

2)- I cannot convince myself that a painting is good
unless it is popular. If the public dislikes one of
my post covers, I can’t help disliking it myself.

(NY TIMES 28 Sep. 1986)
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Andy Warhol (1928-1987) Pop artist.

* Born in Pennsylvania.

* The most famous artist of the Pop art move-
ment.

% Warhol is best known for his color-lined screen-
prints of famous icons including Campbell’s
—_— 6 —



soup cans, Marilyn Monroe, and the Mona
Lisa.
% His name has come to mean the most avant of

the avant-garde.

Warhol quotes:

1) In the future, everyone will be famous for 15
minutes.

(Prediction in the 1960s, quoted in WASH-
INGTON POST 15 Nov. 1979) |

2) 'm bored with that line. 1 never use it any-
more. f\/ly new line is “In 15 minutes everybody
will be famous. ”

3) It would be very glamourous to be rgigga:g&d
as a great big ring on Liz Taylor’s finger.
(Quoted in eulogy at memorial mass. St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, NY TIMES 12 Mar 1981)

4) T never think that people die. They just go to
department stores.

(Manchester GUARDIAN 3 Aug. 1986)

5) During the 1960s, I think, people forgot what
emotions were supposed to be. And I don’t
think they’ve ever remembered.
(NEWSWEEK 9 Mar 1987)

6) The most exciting thing is not doing it. I you
fall in love with someone and never do it, it’s
much more exciting.
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7) I'd asked around 10 or 15 people for sugges-

8)

tions. .. Finally one lady friend asked the right

. question: “Well, what do you love most?”
That’s how 1 started painting money.
(QUOTEAd in “Andy Warhol, Portrait of the
Artist as a Middle- Aged Businessman” Manhat-
tan Inc. Oct. 1984)

If you want to know all about Andy Warhol,
just look at the surface of my paintings and
films and me, and there I am. There’s nothing
behind it.

(Recalled on his death, NEWSWEEK 9 Mar
1987)

9) When I got my first television set, I stopped

D
2)

3)
5
5)

6)

caring so much about having close relation-

ships,
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Andrew Wyeth (1942- ) Realist painter.

* Born in Pennsylvania, he was the son of illus-
trator N.C. Wyeth. :

% His signature painting is “Christima’s World”
(1948).

% In 1987, a “secret” series of Wyeth’s mistress
Helga was discovered, which revived Wyeth’s

popularity.

Wyeth quotes:

1) I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the bone
structure in the landscape—— the loneliness of
it— the dead feeling of winter. Something
waits beneath—— the whole story doesn’t
show.

(QUOTEd by Richard Meryman “The Art of
— 9 —



Andrew Wyeth” NY Graphic Society 1973)

2) I’'m like a prostitute. . . never gff/d_u\ty.

3)1 don’t really have studios. 1 wander
around——around people’s attics, out in fields,
in cellars, anyplace I find that invites me,

4) 1 dream a lot. I do more painting when I’'m not

painting. It’s in the subconscious.
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