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ML L2 yiE, 3§ The Ancient Silk Road to the Ancient State of Loulan. The pic-
AFHBEAGRME A — TR ture shows the ancient route passing through the Lop desert-the
THLEK, #h AN A White Dragon Mound. For its viclent gales, dry and hot weather,
=2 R without water, it is called a * forbidden region of death”.




Thy aneient <tz 7 Doulin, a s=mal! one which wis estahlished in the ancient Woestern Regions {(naw
NXinjiang in China) B, (, It was in the westen hank of LopXur of Xirjiane. an only route by which to piss
the Ancient Silk Read. in those days. around Taolan city there were eriss-cross networks of waterwag,
~hades of green tress, row apon raw of houxes, crowds of merchants and traveflers doing brisk trades.
But what makes people at a los. tosccount tor is that such a city once with a population of thousands, its
business economy fully developed, ~uddenly disappeared from the history after several prosperous centuries.
The rise and fall of the ancient state of Loulan has all alorg presenled a baffling mystery to vs. The an-
cient state of Loulan was completely submerged by the desert. It wax in the early parl of this century that
Syen Anders Hedin, a Swedish explorer. had found this ancient city of Loulan during his desert exnloration

to LopNur in Xinjiang. Immediately after the news was spread out.the world academic circles weregreatly

surprised and so people could <ev the historical relics of the ancient Loulan for the firsttime, Al Lthe begin -
ning of 80's in this century. the archaeoiogical team of China formally carried on archaeological investiza-
tions and unearthing work at the ancient City of Loulan. They found a great number ai historical relickin
the ancient Cily of Loulan and also some historical remains of ancient walerways, farmlands., Buddhist
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- . The Ancient Loulan City (ruins).

pagodas and graves, The culture of the ancient Loulan has reappeared in the world. The Ancient Silk
Road to Lthe ancient state of Loulan and the sludies of the culture of the ancient Loulan have attracted
the attention of all the schelars in the various eountries of the world. {n order to meet the demonds of
people to know about the culture of the ancient Loulan, we have compiled and published this ecatalogue of
books, offering it to the readers.

The ancient Loulan City on the western bank of LopNur is located at 40°29 55° N and 89° 55 22" K. This
city is about 300 square metres, covering the space of 10.8240 squs re metres, Now from the surface of the
ground you can still see the remains of the City walls clearly, and especially the city wall on the south
hits been better preserved. Inside the city, zll the buildings are collapsed, the roofs and wood posts of the
buildings fallen apart on the ruins with one up on the other. On the ground there are hroken potsherds,
woodplates and woodenbowls everywhere, you can also find a number of the ancient “Wuzhu” {EEk) coins
of the Han Dynasty here,

The distribution of constructien inside the ancient city is like this: the central part of the city composes
the main buildings in the City.In the centre of the ruins of many large-sized buildings, there are still
kept several rows of the “three-roomed houses” which were built by adobe. and on both sides of them,
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One of the buildings of the common people in the ancient Loulan City (ruins).
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Another buildings of the common pecple in the ancient Loulan City (ruins)

there are two larger foundation sites of the houses which are *~ ~ shaped. On these ruins there are piles of
large-sized timber, among which there are thick round woods,round plinthes and some spiral-shaped wood
rails, Some pieces of timber are five or six metres long. From the foundations of the houses we ean  still
see the traces of red paint on the square wood, this is probably the rulers’ yaman. At the eastern part of
the ancient City, therc is a Buddhist pagoda more than ten metres in heighl, whose formis that of "Xt
if” which prevailed in the early Indian period. In the western and southern parts of the city are the resi-
dential quarters of the common people. All these houses were built by being coated with straw and mud a
special method which was often used in the Central Asian arid areas. The walls of the houses were made
in the from of wattled walls by using reeds or Honghiu ($TH]) tree branches in eriss-cross lines, then rein-
forced with straw or leather ropes, and then plastered with straw and mud outside. The roofs of the hous-
es were also made of tree branches and reeds, coated with straw and mud on them. Beside these, the door-
frames of the houses were made of wood. As compared with the buildings in the centre of the city, these
houses looked apparently more simple and crude. The discovery of the ancient Loulan city confirmed that
the ancient state of Loulan once had a historical period of flourishing and development, but later it be-
came a desert.

We have found a large number of exquisite silk and woollen fabrics from the ancient graves in the city
and in the suburbs. Using natural silk to be woven into superb silk clothes was a great invention of an-
cient China. These silk clothes diseovered in the Loulan area all belonged to the products of the inland
provinces during the Eastern Han Dynasty in China, and it shows that the silk fabrics made in China had
been the staple commodity on the ancient Silk Road in the very early vears.

Among these Eastern Han silk fabries discovered in the ancient Loulan area are the spun, fine silk, da-
mask, brecade and embroidery. As for the spun silk, it is a kind of silk with one color and of plain weave;
fine silk is a kind of plain weave which is finer and closer; damask is 2 kind of spun silk with one colour
silk lines \'vov_en into a kind of silk fabrics with figures and patterns; brocade is a kind of high level silk
fabrics with various colour lines woven into many kinds of beautiful patterns by the method of repetitior
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Among the large number of historieal relics of the ancient Loulan, there are a part of relics with very
high academic value, and these are a great number of inseribed wooden slip  and documents with words
on them. From the beginning of this century to the 8('s now, people have one after another discovered
inserihed wooden slips and documents written in words for four times. Among these slips there are two
kind of words written on them, one Kind is written in Kharosthi seripts, and another in Han charaecters.
The time of them may be traced back to approximately the third or fouth century.

Kharosthi script appeared early in the third century B.C. in the period of the Indian Maurya Dynasty

during the reign of king Asoka. It was written in the northwest dialect of the Indian language, and first

prevailed in northwest part of India and the present Pakistan area, then spread out to Afghanistan , [1zbek
and Jajik regions, and it was also used in the ancient Yutian and ancient Loulan-the State of ShanShan of
Xinjiang in China, but now it has already died out .

According to the records of historical documents, in the 77 B. (., hecause of creating another new king,
the ancient state of Loulan had once changed its state’s name into Shanshan. Those inscribed wooden slips
written in Kharosthi seripts discovered in the ancient Loulan-Shanshan State look like the governmeni
official documents, the contents of which include the king’s edict, various kinds of contracts, account
hooks and records, documents, official letters and private letters, some regional official documents, reli-
gious books in the temples. These script materials have great academie value in studying and finding out
the aspects of society, politics, economy and culture, etec in the ancient Loulan-Shanshan State.

On some of Lhe inscribed wooden slips written in Han characters were written down the exaet annal

titles of the kings, the majority of which belonged to the reigns of the Wei and Jin Dynastics of China.
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thrown by the forces of different races, the Sima’s Dynasty moved to the sonth, and established the Eas-
iern Jin Dynasty with Sima Rui as its emperor, and changing the title of reign as Jianwu and Taixing.
As a matter of fact, the Hexi Corridor already came within the jurisdiction of Xiliang which was founded
by ZhangGui who was originally a district magistrate of Xiliang of the Western Jin Dynasty, The gover-
nor of the Western Regions who lived in the ancient state of Loulan-Shanshan also surrendered to Xi-

liang. Zhang's reign of Xiliang had continuously used the last title of the Western Jin Dynasty Jianxing,
and this shows that in the year of A. I). 330, there were generals and soldiers who had garrisoned and

reciaimed the region here. But when was the ancient Loulan eity abandoned at ail? Nobody can tell the -




exact date, but from the historical documcents we ¢an see that in the Eastern Jin Longan the third year
(i. e. A. D. 399), when the eminent monk Fa Xian passed here, he described it as the desert without any

people, so the last half of this century should be the period when the ancient Loulan became extinct af-

ter flourishing for some time. One slip in Kharosthi seript discovered from the ancient Loulan city almost
shows the same historical situation, the contents of this slip is: * In the reign of Fa Ser Mona ({%& EI)
King on July the eleventh, many people had left far away from the state”.FaSer Mona was the last king
of the ancient state of Loulan-Shanshan, and he ruled from A. D. 321-334. From the records of the slips
in kharosthi scripts we find that in the period of his reign, many people had left their state,among whom




