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FOREWORD

The lexical entries in this dictionary consist of more
than 4,000 new terms and previously established terms
with new meanings which have appeared in the People’s
Republic of China since 1949, as well as a small number
of pre—1949 neologisms not included in most standard
dictionaries The lexical entries are drawn from a wide
range of books, newspapers and magazines published
since 1949, with particular emphasis on the more recent
publications. The entries were selected on the basis of
their relative frequency of occurrence in publications,
and their importance within the language. They include
terms applicable to political affairs, economics, culture,
military affairs, science and technology, and other areas.
In compiling this dictionary, we have striven to be thor-
ough in our explanations, and have provided examples
of usage for further clarification. People who should
find this dictionary particularly helpful, then, will be
English—speaking students of contemporary Chinese,
translators and interpreters working in China and
abroad, Chinese teachers and students of English, and
other inquisitive souls who have an interest in contem-
porary China.

This dictionary is the product of a collaborative effort
conceived at the Sino—American Symposium on the
Teaching of Chinese held in Beijing in the summer of



1983. The Chinese side took primary responsibility for
collecting and annotating the lexical entries. and the
American side for translating the entries and annota-
tions into English. Every aspect of this dictionary was
determined jointly by both sides after mutual consulta-
tion and occasional compromise.

As Chinese society continues to develop and transform
rapidly, neologisms which reflect the new realities and
enrich the language will continue to appear on a daily
basis. We thus intend to publish future supplements to
and revisions of this dictionary.

The editors
July, 1989
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