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PREFACE
June 30, 1997

The publication of Current Advances in Fhigestioe iseases s the cooperative product
of the Chinese societies of gastroenterology . digestive endoscopy and hepatolows .
affiliated 10 Chinese Modical Association. The Fiemt Congress of Digestive Diseise
Week (DDW-China ) jointly organized by the three sovieties will take plice in
Beijing lnlemational Convention Center on October 28 — 31, 1997, together with
the: formal publication of sclecled special Wpie presentations of the inviled speaker-
of the Congress. 1t should be congratulated fur the simullaneous presentation of the
book to our readers during the opening of he Congriss.

fn accord with The development ol science. medical science was lurther disided
into various subspecialties, but some negative effect has been ereated by the
detailed subdivision of the specialty. A elinician of internal medicine,  living i the
contemporary society of speedy development of svience and technology with bulky
amount of news and information, need~ definite and broader Dasic medieal

knowledge and should be familiar not only with the ~econdary speclalty itsell but also

cerain special knowledge of relaied 1opics ol subspecialties and greal adyvances
medicine. For the sake of this, we need contmning education,  understamding of
new information and continuous reviewing of our present knowledge in order 1o be o
good clinician of internal medicine, So. the three subspecialiy socielies break
through the speciad boundaries between them and jointly orgunized this cross-over-
subspecialty Congress to have comprehensive academic exchange.  and broadened
eve sighls. This way of armangement is worthy of recommendation,  because 1t -
beneficial for the elevation of clinical work ~tandard.

The content of this book is relatively rich and new with bmader conerage and
emphasis on major topics.  Chaplers that  reflected  recent progress and - new
conceptions are ” Emerging coneepts in neurogstroenterology” " Comtemporany
concepts of upoptosis . study on Helicobacter pylori, tumor of gastrintestinal
tract, variation and immunotolerance of HIY gene, ete. Besides, other apphed
science and lechnology of practical value that have deseloped quite fast recently are
endoscopic therapy  of biliary-pancreatic discase,  clinical application of  echo-

!



endoscopy,  thevapeutic peritoneoscopy  ete. Thix book  integested  theory  and
practice info one entity and also introduced studies on clinical epideriiology of some
gastrointestinal diseases, This way of presentation should be further encouraged.

Une characteristic of this book s that. it nut onlv has collected materials of
medical progress om abroad, but also rellected scieatific aclievement in our
country. Furthermore, he authors mosthy ineluded renown domestic and foreign
spocialists neluding many from Furope, America, Japan ete. Their sysiemic
research achievements coflected und published on tme, are of important reference
value. It will impart some guiding and promoling  effect on the pmgress of
gastroenlerology,  digestive endoscopy and hepatology as well as elevation of quality
of medical care.

Fovmal public:utim; of the reviewead mapertant academie matenal of the meeting and
fucing readers at the begirming of the meeting with Chinese and English 1ex1 together
will surely be warmly welcomed by our maders. It is beneficial 10 mmernational and
domestie exchanges and more intermational understandings of our scientific progress.
Lastly, allow me o take this opportunily o wish greal success of the: m(:eling! Wish

further prosperity of the rescarch on digestive disease in Chinal

Chen Min-Zhang
President of Chinese Medical Association
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FOREWORD

This book, entitted Cwrent Advances in Digestive Diseases , is the selected state-
of-the-art lecture at the First Congress of Digestive Disease Week—China, 1997,
jointly organized by the Chinese Societies of Gastroenterology, Digestive Endoscopy
and Hepatology. It is a collection of 23 plenary lectures of multi-disciplinary fields.
The asticles are rich in quality, mest advanced and consist of up-to-date
knowledge. But their styles of writing are different,

In this book, we try to focus on new concepts in the pathogenesis and etiology of
diseases, recent advances in diagnostic procedures and management strategies
regarding the most common diseases in gastoenterology and hepatology .

The authors of this book are all invited speakers of the Congress from abroad and
nationwide. The intermational authors are distinguished scientists of various
specialties from Europe, United Stales and Japan. They are able 1o contribute the
best of their researches in lhe most advanced slaie of the art. We also take great
care to collect the most interesting research work in China lo be presented to the
altendents of the meeting. For better understanding, a parallel Chinese version s
provided for each original paper in English. And we also encourage the Chinese
authors to provide English abstracts in detail.

We regret that, due to various reasons, few of the invited speakcrh arrd the
speakers of the OMCY. symposium (due to the late decision to join in our Congress)
have not been able to provide their manusenpts 1o be included in this publication.

Herelo, we wish to extend oot sincere thanks to all the contributors, translaters,
and 1o the publisher of this book for their efforts and kind cooperation. We hope
that this publication will be a contnbulion to the progress of medical science and
technology, and will serve as a reference book in clinical practice  for

gastroenterclogists,  digestive endoscopists and heputologists.

Editor-in-chief
Beijing, 1997
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