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Editor’s Notes

The Center for Criminal Law and Justice at China University of Political
Science and Law has conducted, with support of the Cultural Education Sec-
tion of the British Embassy in China, researches on sentencing since the
year of 1999. This program is jointly organized by the Vice - president of
the Supreme People’s Court, Shen Deyong and Professor Chen Guangzhong,
Director of this Center. The actions of this program include a study tour, led
by Vice — president Shen Deyong, to the UK on the Bntish criminal punish-
ments and sentencing system in March 2000 and surveys on sentencing issues
in China. Based on the outputs of the study tour and surveys, the Sino ~
British Conference on Sentencing was held in Beijing on 13 - 14, November
2000. This book is the collections of the achievements of the program.

The Opening Address of Vice - President Shen Deyong and HMA’s
Speech at the opening ceremony of the Sino — British Conference on Sentenc-
ing are put on the front part of this book.

The First Part of this book contains the presentations of professors,
judges and experts attending the conference.

The Second Part consists the mission reports of two delegations visiting
the UK on British sentencing and lay judge system; surveys on sentencing
and people’s assessors’ issues in Yunnan Province and Shanghai City; the
statistics and analysis of the sentencing of the publicly prosecuted cases in
Chaoyang District Procuratorate of Beijing City in the year of 1999,

The Center would like to express sincere thanks to the Cultural Educa-

1



tion Section of the British Embassy in Beijing for its great support.

The Center for Criminal Law and Justice
at China University of Political Science and Law
' 2000/12/20
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Opening Address at Sino — British

Conference on Sentencing

By Mr. Sheng Deyong, Vice President of the Supreme
People’s Court of the People’s Republic of China
(November 13, 2000)

Distingnished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to be invited to attend the Sino — British Con-
ference on Sentencing, which is jointly organized by the Center for Criminal
Law and Justice at China University of Political Science and Law and the
Cultural and Education Sectione of the British Embassy in Beijing. Here, I
would like to extend my warm welcome to British experts oonﬁng afar and all
delegates attending this seminar, and my sincere congratulations on the
smooth convening of this seminar.

As is known to everybody, sentencing is a basic procedure of criminal
trial, and a proper sentencing is an important standard examining the quality
of criminal trial. Thus, it is both timely and far — sighted, both of theoreti-
cal values and of practical significance for Chinese and British law experts
togather here at the dawn of a new century, to exchange and explore issues
conceming sentencing, to sum up the past and to look into the future.

Since it began to implement the policy of reform and opening up to the




outside world in 1978, China has made world acknowledged achievements in
its democracy and legal construction just like its rapid economic develop-
ment. Meanwhile, with the constant reform and progress of the criminal tri-
al, sentencing has been developing towards a more just, reasonable and ef-
fective direction. But we ought to recognize that there is still plenty of room
to improve in our work. Thus, it is still an important task faced by us to
constantly push forward the reforming process of criminal trial so as to ensure
that sentencing can proceed in a justifiable manner in accordance with law.

As a country with a long history of jurisdiction, the United Kingdom
enjoys rich theoretical and practical experiences in the area of criminal trial
and sentencing. It is our hope that, through this seminar, the two sides will
have a further understanding of each other’s criminal trial system and meth-
ods by having an in — depth exploration and study of the sentencing issues of
common interest.

Finally, I would like to wish a complete success of the seminar.

(Translated by Liu Xiang wen)
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HMA’s Speech at the Opening Ceremony of

the Sino — British Conference on Sentencing

13 November 2000

Vice — Minister, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It’s my plpasure to have been invited to speak at the opening of today’s
Sino — British Conference on Sentencing. I am delighted to see you all here
today, and I would first like to thank the China University of Political Sci-
ence and Law, our partners in this event.

The Cultural and Education Section of the British Embassy has for some
time now been working in partnership with a range of Chinese organisations
with the aim of providing support to Chian’s legal reform programme, which
we believe is the single most important and fundamental element in the whole
Chinese reform and opening process. Today’s conference is the culmination
of two years of cooperation with China University of Political Science and
Law. The origins of this collaboration to work on Sentencing can be traced
back to British Law Week in 1998, when several issues aboutsentencign
were raised. Some of these were taken up at the subsequent Law Week Fol-
low — up Workshops and Criminal Court Procedure Seminars in September
1999. After that, the Cultural and Education Section of the British Embassy
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and China University of Political Science. and Law established this two year
project to explore further those areas considered to be of particular relevance
to China’s developments in legal reform.

During this project Chinese and British legal professionals have looked
together at such crucial issues as how to reduce inconsistencies in sentenc-
ing, judges’ latitude of sentencing and interpretation of the law, supervi-
sion of the courts and have also discussed such sensitive issues as the death
penalty. Last year, a Chinese delegation headed by Mr Shen Deyong visited
Britain to undertake a more detailed investigation of the British Systems and
to hold further, in - depth discussion with their British counterparts ..

Today’s conference will provide an opportunity to discuss more exten-
sively, some of the areas identified during that visit as of particular interest
to the Chinese side. I believe such long — term and sustained co-operation is
extremely valuable, and beneficial to both sides.

I world like to take this opportunity to introduce the three speakers from
the UK:

Lord Justice Brooke is an appeal court judge in England and Wales.
He has served as chaimman of the Law Commission and is the senior jude
with IT responsibilities in England and a member of the Advisory' Council for
the Centre for Socio — Legal Studies at Oxford University. He served on the
Board of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies at London University for six
years, and since 1997 he has been Chairman of the Council of the Centre for
Crime and Justice Studies, based at King’s College London. Lord Justice
Brooke will talk about the reform of Sentencing and Criminal Proceedings in
England and Wales. |

Lord Gill is a judge of the Court of Session and of the High Court in
Scotland (Scotland’s supreme civil and criminal courts). He is also chair-
man of the Scottish Law Commission, the body constituted by statute to pro-
mote law reform in Scotland. He has taught jurisprudence at the University




of Edinburgh and has the distinction of having practised law in both England
and Scotland. Lord Gill has been Chairman of the Scottish Law Commission
since 1996 and in the course of his work with the commission has been in-
volved in several major law reform projects affecting both Scotland and the
United Kingdom. Lord Gill will talk about mitigation and alternatives to cus-
tody .’ ‘

Nicola Padfield is President of Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge Univer-
sity, where she is a Fellow and Lecturer at the Institute of Criminology. An
expert on criminology, she has an extensive knowledge of sentencing and a
particular interest in Prison Studies. She has written and published exten-
sively on Criminal Law and Justice, as well as having been commissioned to
undertake research by the government. Today, she will be talking about
Faimess of Sentencing.

I would like to express my appreciation to the Centre for Criminaal Law
and Criminal Justice of China University of Political Science and Law for
their collaboration to make this conference possible, Mr Shen Deyong and
the Supreme People’s Court for their continued interest and support and the
speakers from both China and Britain.

Finally, I would like to wish every success to this conference and to the
important work in which you are all engaged.

End
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