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Concerning the Publication

of

Classics of the Ancient World

1 A project to publish a series on ancient civilizations is initiated by
us in order to introduce Western Classical culture into China, and to help
spread Chinese Classical culture to the world. It is especially coordinated
with the project to fill in the gaps China has on the studies of the ancient
civilizations of West Asia,North Africa and Europe.

I  Because inside China there are many scholars and experts who
have for a long time devoted themselves to the studies of the civilizations in
South Asia(India) ,Southeast Asia(Indo-China) and East Asia(Japan),and
who have made great achievements in their research,and since there are also
quite a few research institutions and abundant books and reference materials
in these fields, it is proper that our work in filling up the gaps in ancient
classical studies at present should concentrate on the West. Therefore our se-
ries mainly concerns itself with the following fields.

A. Documents of the ancient Near East

1. Sumerian and Akkadian documents;documents in the cuneiform
languages of Babylonia and Assyria including those of the Hit-
tites, Urartu and Elam.

2. Documents of ancient Egypt.

B. Western Classics : the documents in ancient Greek and Latin to the

time of Justinian.
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C. Documents in ancient China,including inscriptions on bones and tor-
toise shells.and inscriptions on ancient bronze objects. from the peri-
od before the Qin Dynasty through the Empires of Qin and Han: the
Dyvnasties of Wel and Jin;the Northern and Southern Dynasties till
the period of the Selected works of Prince Zhao-ming.

I. The series is in bilingual format:documents of the ancient Near

East are in transliteration with Chinese translation; Western Classics are in
the original Greek or Latin with Chinese translation. As for ancient Chinese
documents (inscriptions on bones and tortoise shells and inscriptions on an-
cient bronze objects) .the form is ancient Chinese with modern Chinese and
English.

V. An editorial board and a consultative committee will be formed to
assist this project and will include both Chinese and foreign experts. In the
initial stage.the Institute for the History of Ancient Civilizations of North-
east Normal University will be in charge of the work.

V. The publishing houses of China should have this series printed un-
der the support of the publishing houses abroad. In the initial stage , the San-
Lian Shu-Dian will undertake the work and get cooperation from outside. At
present, the Northeast Normal University Publishing House is printing some
samples.

V. This series will produce a popular edition inside China to meet the
need of the mass of readers. Some parts suitable for teaching. reference may
be published in loose-leaf binding.

VL. The series on ancient civilizations is of vital and lasting importance.
‘We are now just at the very beginning and trying to establish those branches
of learning as we study. There is an urgent need for persons of ability on the
studies of ancient Civilizations. We appeals to the universities and institutes

that have facilities to try start or help establish those branches of learning.
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Foreword

This is a part of the Selected volumes of the Annals of Ancient Occi-
dent and China. )

The Three Tables of the Records of the Historian [Shiji Sanbiao] in
this book are not all copied from the original by Sima Qian. Before the year
841 B. C. [the 1st year of Respublica],the Genealogical Tables of the Three
Dynasties are used here merely to show the change of Dis and Wangs[em-
perors and kings]; while after the 1st year of the Respublica,the Annals of
the Twelve Rulers of City-States and the Annals of Six Warring Kingdoms
are used to record the years. Only a few of the historical events are selected ;
overelaborated commentaries and research are avoided.

The numbers of fragments of the Annals of the Bamboo Boocks are all
in accordance with “Gu-ben Zhu—sht.x Ji-nian Ji-zheng”,by Fang Shi-ming
and Wang Xiu-ling,1981,for the purpose of the convenience of readers' ref-
erence. This Book as well as “Gu-ben Zhu-shu Ji-nian Ji-jiao Ding-bu”, by
Fan Xiang-yong, 1962, are also consulted , when determinating the year of
some fragments.

The English translation of “Chun-Qiu”is basically James Legge’s
(1872). Some of the English translations of “Zhu-shu Ji-nian” were per-
formed by reference to J. Legge’s translation (1865) ,although his Book[ Jin-
ben] was not of Ancient edition[Gu-ben].

The Chronicle of Qin in Yunmeng Bamboo Slips is adopted from two
books » “Qin{Chin)Tombs in Shuihudi, Yunmeng County”(1981)and “Bam-

3
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boo Slips from Qin Tombs at Shuihudi”(1978) ;its writer might have taken
passages from the original Qinji(The Chronicle of Qin) and added some per-
sonal details of curriculum vitae of the cwner of this 11th Tomb, which were
apparently attached,so it is reasonable to see this“The Chronicle of Qin”,
being prevalented and reserved in ancient time.

The current Hanyu pinyin system is used in regard to translating many
proper names.

This Book presents itself as one of the samples of the Classics of the

Ancient World[CAW J. Commentaries and criticisms are cordially invited.

The editors
1988. 9.

Note: The translations from English“feudal”into chinese“#f # " [fengjian]
and some other words as such are questioned recently by the author of
this book, please see his article “problems of Feudalism ”in " Journal

“World History”,1991,No. 6.
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(I Huang-Di,the Yellow Emperor, here, Di means emperor in Chinese (but Di
[ % ].a name of nothern minority in ancient China),
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