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The Corridors of Power

The Corridors of Power

They were county Party secretaries attending a meeting in
the provincial capital, but for all the notice anyone took of them
they might just as well have been pro'duction team leaders
gathering in a county town. There were four of them to a room,
and at mealtimes they had to queue up with everyone else ina
big canteen. After three ‘days of this they were fed up to the
back teeth. Zhou, Party secretary of Pixian County, summed
up their feelings:

“The damn skinflints! When they come down to our place we
wine and dine them like nobody’s business, but when we come
here for a conference they make us scrabble for every meal in
the public trough!”

The others all voiced their agreement.

They discussed giving the canteen a miss for once and going
out for a slap-up meal in a restaurant. The first problem, of
course, was who was going to pay, but they decided to draw
lots.

Pale-faced Hu, Party secretary of Nanxian County, made
up the lots lying flat on his stomach on his bed. To give every-
body a better chance there were four draws: one for the drinks,
one for the dishes, one for the noodles with shredded meat and
one for the egg soup. As luck would have it, Jin Quanli of

2
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The Corridors of Power

Chungong County lost all four rounds. As the others whooped
in delight Jin tossed the four strips with his forfeits written on
them out of the window, protesting: “Aw, comeon. Thisisn't
fair.”

But the others wouldn’t let him off. As they pushed the
chagrined Jin out of the door, Secretary Bai of Wujiang
County said: “What do,you mean, it isn’t fair? Nobody forced
you to pick the right ones every time, If you 'd plcked blank
ones you wouldn’t have tumed down a free meal would you"
Well, you picked the nght ones, so you've got to pdy. ‘

It was ten o’clock that evenmg when they got back from the
restaurant. They were hotly disputing whether the hquor
they had had with the meal had been top quality or. not, when-
they suddenly saw Lu Hongwu, the region Party secretary,:
standing in the doorway of the guesthouse. -

“Where have you lot been?” -

They hastened to explain, all at once: . “We were -going:
crazy cooped up in here, so we went out to a restaurdm for:a
meal.” B

At the same time Zhou pulled a paper parcel from msxde hxs
jacket and offered it to Lu. - , o v ER

“We saved you some bits of chicken,” he said.

This mollified Lu, and he said as he munched on the
chicken: “Shen, the head of the provincial Party organization
committee, was looking for you just now. He wanted to have
a talk Bl_xt couldn’t find any of you.”

That sobere:d them up pretty quick, and they all went
straight to their room to wash their feet and go to bed. But each

4
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The Corridors of Power

one just lay there, unable to sleep. The fact was that.these
county Party secretaries were just as much afraid ‘of the
provincial organization committee heéif a§\ th% 5rﬁi&"sécre-
taries of production bngades were of them ——Jaas, 1? jﬁxexr very
lives were in his hands Moreover, it had been kqun for
some time that there was a vacancy in the :egxo;; for a
deputy prefect which' would Jbe fllled from among the ranks
of the county Party sqcretanes. But whrch,oHeywould it be
out of a total of eight of them? Nobody ‘had any, idea, but
there had already been an enquiry, and now theprovincial
organization committee head wanted to talk to them all. So
it looked as though the matter was coming td‘a ednclusion.

The whole bunch of them 'had been sitting drmking togeth-
er; which one of the, drinkers was destined for proni)otlon‘?
This problem caused group insomnia: Zhou kept qo;ng out to
the toilet, and Bai kept coughmg and splmng Qut of the
window. They were all up flrst thing the followmg morning,
shuffling off to the washroom with dark rings around their
eyes, and all feeling somewhat uncomfortable with each
other. ‘

In the morning they heard the provincial Party secretary’s
report, and in the afternoon they discussed it. But as nobody
seemed able to concentrate on the report, there wasn’t much
of a dlscuss;on The provincial organization committee head
summoned them individually for interviews in the quarters of
Region Party Secretary Lu. His accommodation was .a little

better than had been afforded the county Party secretaries —

6
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The Corridors of Power

two people to a room; and their own toilet. One by ohe they
came out of their mterw}rews ‘ldthered in sWweat. Tn fact, the
interrogations were pfetty éti'aightfbr‘ward he ﬁis’ sdsked

s ..}'ﬁ L5 “ IS "‘"\“ \,l
each one his age, famlly sxtuatlon, how work in he county

was going, what was plﬂnned for the future, etc {Tl\e y1c~
tims had all prepared elaborate queches, be){orehand but
these were completefy, fgrgg_t;en ag. soon as ;he mte,rvle,w
started. The conversation was cramped and wooden — just
question followed by answer: -Each .one;  as he left: Lu’s
room, felt vexed and embarrassed; as if he:had. ‘made a
proper fool of himself: T RE

Three days before the conference wis- to “break up it
seemed that the matter had been brought to a head It was
rumoured that the provmcxal orgamzatxon head had submxt-
ted a report to the provmcral Party secretary 'f‘he latter had
taken into account the results of the earlier cadrg@s mvestx-
gation and sought Lu’s opinion, . and thls had mdwa&ed that
Jin Quanli, Party secretary of Chungong County, would get
the job.

It so happened that there was a regular meeting of the
provincial Party committee that very evening, at which the
promotion proposal was passed. The decision was relayed to Lu
by the provincial organization head, who added that an official
appointmerrt would be made in a month’s time. When the
county Party secretaries heard the news they all lost a night’s
sleep in drsappomtment Nevertheless, they put a brave face
on it, pretending to be highly gratified at the decision, and

8
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