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1. THE FOX AND THE GRAPES

A Fox, just at the time of' the vintage, stole into® a
vine-yard3 where the ripe sunny Grapes were ‘rellised
upt on high in most tempting show.® He made many a
spring and a jump after the luscious prize, but, failing
in all his attempts, he muttered as he retreated: <“Well!
what does it matter! The Grapes are sour!”

2. THE BUNDLE OF STICKS

A Husbandman® who had a quarrelsome family,
after having tried 4» wvain” to reconcile them by words,
thought he might more readily prevail by an example.
So he called his sons and bid them lay a Bundle of®
Sticks before him. Then, having tied them into a fagot,?
he told the lads, one after the other, to take it up
and break it. They all tried, but tried in vain. Then
untying the fagot, he gave them the Sticks to break
one by ome.r® This they did with the greatest ease.r’ Then
said the father: “Thus you, my somns, as long as'* you
remain united, are a match for'® all your enemies; but
differ and separate, and you are undone.”’

Union is strength.

3. THE SHEPHERD-BOY AND THE WOLF

A Shepherd-boy,** who tended his flock not far from
a village, used t0'® amuse himself af #imes'é in crying out
“Wolf! Wolf!”” Twice or thrice his #sck'” succeeded. The
whole village came running out to his assistance,
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when all the return they got was fo be laughed at* for
their pains. A¢ last? one day the Wolf came indeed. The
Boy cried out in earnest. But his neighbors, supposing
him to be at his old sport,® paid no heed to his cries,
and the Wolf devoured the Sheep. So the Boy learned,
when it was too late, that liars are not believed even
when they tell the truth.

4. THE LION AND THE BULLS

Three Bulls fed in a field together in the greatest
peace and amity.* A Lion had long watched them in the
hope of making prize of® them, but found that there
was litile chance® for him so lomg as” they kept all toge-
ther. He therefore began secretly to spread evil and
slanderous reports of ome agasnst the other,® till he had
formented a jealousy and distrust amongst them. No
sooner did the Lion see that they avoided one another,®
and fed each by himself apart, than he fell upon them,®
and so made an easy prey of them all. )

The quarrels of friends are the opportunities of foes.

5. THE FOX AND THE GOAT

A Fox had fallen into a well, and had been casting
about** for a long time'®> how he should get out again;
when at lengih'® a Goat came to the place, and wanting
to drink, asked Reymard't whether the water was good,
and if there was plenty of it. The Fox, dissembling
the real danger of his case, replied: “Come down, my

6
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friend; the water is so good that I can not drink
enough of it, and so aboundant that it can not be
exhausted.” Upon this the Goat without any wmore ado!
leaped in; when the Fox, taking advaniage of* his friend’s
horns, as nimbly leaped out; and coolly remarked to
the poor deluded goat: ““If you had half as much brains
as you have beard, you would have looked before you
leaped.”’®

6. THE STAG AT THE POOL

A Stag, one summer’s day, came to a pool fo
quench his thirst,* and as he stood drinking, he saw his
form reflected in the water. “What beauty and strength,”
said he, ¢«are in these horns of mine; but how unseemly®
are these weak and slender feet!” While he was thus
criticising, after his own fancies,® the form which Nature
had given him, the huntsinen and hounds drew that way.?
The feet, with which he had found so much fault,® soon
carried him out of the reach of his pursuers; but the
horns, of which he was so vain, becoming entangled in
a thicket, held him till the hunters again came up fo®
him, and proved the cause of his death.

Look t0*® use before ornament.

7. THE VAIN JACKDAW

A Jackdaw,** as vain and conceited as!? Jackdaw
could be, picked up'® the feathers which some Peacocks!+
had shed, stuck them amongst his own, and despising
his old companions, introduced himself with the greatest
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assurance’ into a flock of those beautiful birds. They,
instantly detecting the intruder, stripped him of his
borrowed plumes, and falling upor® him with their beaks,
sent him about his business.® The unlucky Jackdaw, sorely
punished and deeply sorrowing, betook himself to his
former companions, and would have flocked with them
again as i¢f* nothing had happened. But they, recollecting
what airs he had given himself, drummed him out’ of
their society, while one of those whom he had so lately
despised, read him this lecture:5 «“Had you been contented
with what nature made you, you would have escaped
the chastisement? of your betters and also the contempt
of your equals.”

8. THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE

A Hare jeered at® a Tortoise® for the slowness of his
pace. But he laughed, and said that he would run against
her and beat her any day she would name. «“Come on,”
said the Hare; “you will soon see what my feet are
made of.”” So it was agreed that they should start af
once.’ The Tortoise went off!' jogging along, without a
moment’s stopping, af kis usual steady pace.’? The Hare,
treating the whole matter very lightly, said he would
first tak,e" a little nap, and that she should soon over-
take*® the Tortoise. Meanwhile, the Tortoise plodded on,*
and the: Hare, oversieeping herself, arrived af'® the goal,
cnly to see that the Tortoise had got in before her.

Slow and steady wins-the race.

T - - ™

1¢



ANRIRERMR K, BB TS EEORMME, FHHAEIK,
e T ik RZWAFERITEMEE SR
S, TRIXERFEECHERS, REETH I SN
FHEFE—RE. (LR MR T R AT B Bt B A r i Uk
AN AE BT Hk. TAAURE 2 BB g — Nk
AT R ARERMETRE CHRESET FRHAR
S ZH HARFIANEE, WA EIIREME A A B 5
BT

2 &

—A R BAEAE. HEEA%T, HER b
BER TR —R, B I o — e, 5 B —& Mt
e BFH KB RGBS B ER MR AT
FRUMA BRI SanE 8RR BHOSR
BT AR IR R . T BN AR,
fhE, SATAM, SRIE—EARPHIR AR A K 5 R
MEFB R BT B TFED GLrs A, R
BB T B ek 373 T

B I 8




9. THE ANT AND THE GRASSHOPPER

On a cold, frosty day an Ant was dragging out
some of the corn which he 4ad laid wp' in the summer-
time, to dry it. A Grasshopper,® half perished with hun-
ger, besought the Ant to give him a morsel of® it to
preserve his life. “What were you doing,”” said the Ant,
“this last summer?”’ <Oh,” said the Grasshopper, I
was not idle. I kept singing 21l the summer long.”” Said
the Ant, laughing and shutting up his granary:* <Since
you could sing all summer, you may dance 2ll winter.”

Winter finds out what Summer lays by.

10. THE THIRSTY PIGEON

A pigeon, severely pressed by thirsi,® seeing a glass
of water painted upon a sign, supposed it to be real,
SO dashing down® at it with ail her might,” she struck
against the board, and, breaking her wing, fell helpless
to the ground, where she was quickly captured by one
of the passers-by.

Great haste is not always good speed.®

11. THE FLIES AND THE HONEY-POT

A Pot of Honey having been upset in a grocer’s
shop,® the Flies came around it in swarms!® to eat it up,1
nor would they move from the spot while there was a
drop left. At length their feet became so clogged® that
they could not fly away, and stifled in the luscious
sweets, they exclaimed: ‘Miserable creatures that we are,
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who for the saks of' an hour’s pleasure have thrown
away our lives!”

12. THE TRAVELERS AND THE BEAR

Two friends were traveling on the same road toge-
ther, when they met with a Bear. The one, in greaf fear,?
without a thought® of his comparion, climbed up into a
tree, and hid himself. The other, seeing that he had no
chance singlehanded* against the Bear, had nothing left
but to throw himself on the ground and feign to be
dead; for he had heard that the Bear will never touch
a dead body. As he thus lay, the Bear came up to his
head, muzzling and snuffing at his nose, and ears, and
heart, but the man immovably #eld kis breath,’ and the
beast, supposing him to be dead, walked away. When
the Bear was fairly out of sight,8 his companion came
down out of the tree, and asked what it was that the
Bear whispered to him — «“for,” says he, «“I observed he
put his mouth very close 07 your ear.” “Why,” replies
the other, “it was no great secret;® he only bid me have
a care® how 1 kzpt company with'® those who, when they
get wnio a difficulty,’ leave their friends in a lurch.”’t*

13. THE WOLF AND THE CRANE

A Wolf had got a bone sfuck in'® his throat and
w0 the greatest agony™ rvan up and down,'® beseeching every
animal he met to relieve him, at the same time'® hinting
at** a very handsome reward to the successful operator, A
Crane, moved by his entreaties and promises, ventured her
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