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FOREWORD _ by Li Skaoyen

Over the‘past several. thoiusand }ears, the valiant and industrious Liangs-
hen Yi geople have with their ingenious pairs of hands ereated rich and color-
ful Yi culture and art, constantly adding lustér to the cultural treasure~house
of the Chinese nation, - v ‘

Any art of any nation is created“by the laboring people, and is produced
and déveloped in the 'soil of the given nation, China is a myulti-national cou-
ntry, composed of fifty-six nationalities, Our police sof national cultnre is to
Tet the culture and ert of vaious natinalities develop and flourish, In their
different natural environments, on the basis of the. national cultural tradition
of their own and under the matual influence of the brotherly nationalities, the
vaious nationalities have formed their respective unique artistic style, thus
forming a great garden' of national art with flowers of all sorts blooming in a
riot of color, The folk art of the Liangshan Yi nationality is a flower with
conspicuous feathees in this garden,

Just look at the various shapes of household utensils, the ‘carvings on
buildings, the hand-stitching work and emeroidery on costume and accessories

 and gold silver personal ornaments; How they demonstrates the rich imaginatiom
The forms, the lines and the hue fully display the aesthetic sense of the ma-

eses, All this has to do with the tradxtxona! edeas, customs and practices, ha-
bits and characteristics of the Yis; and also with their natioal llndseape and
their national emblem of good augury. Art stems from life, Any folk art is the
creation of the masses; this holds true with all nationalities, So eiher the shape
or the color partakes of the strong natonal and popular flavor, The uses of the
three colors of black, red and yellow on the artistic band of the Yi people gives
expression to their being serious, dignified, wormheartedn essgorous and unrest
rained, bold andever yearning for a bright future,

Ever since the liberation, thanks to the conern and leaderchxp of the Pztrty
and government, a batch of Yi artists have been cnltivated in various ways,
Under the guidance of the Party’s polices for literature and art, taking their
own nationals the source of artistic creation, they have produced large numbers
of works of art that reflect the life of the Yi people, They also go deep among
the masses, making investigations and studies, and have collected, explored
and collated a great quantity of folk artistic works which are to be printed
and published by the Sichuan Provincial National Publishing House, Thus they

- have made an outstanding contribution in enriching China’s national artistic
" treasurc-house and afford thie thriving of the painting art of the Yis valuable

,materials, In recent years, the artists of the Liangshan Yi Autonomous Zhou

have achieved unprecedented gratifying successin the exploratioa and study of

‘their national art of painting' Their creative work — the lacquer engraving has

in form inherited and developed their tradifional plastic arts loved by the masses,
and in content it eulogizes their national heroes and the new life of the broad
masses of the people, Their lacqier graravings have been repeatedly put on disp
-lay and awarded in the courtry., Some of them have been collected by the
Art Gallery of China and the Cultural Palace of the Nationalities, The Yi people
‘have achieved these successes through the study of their own folk art, Today,
when the policy of reforming and open ing to the outside world is being vigorou
-sly carried ont, the compilation and publication of this album of paintings "The
Folk Fine Arts of the Liangshen Yi Nationality” will: play a very important
role in promoting an advance in light industry, clothing and buiaing trades,
handicraft industfy in the econofiic construction of the Liangshat Yi Autono~
‘mous Zhou, and also in advancing painting, sculpture, drama and dance in pl
astic arts,
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