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If you are a general pathologist or you know histopathology well, read the
outline first please. After you are familiar with the general concepts in the
classification, you can look up the names of diseases corresponding the
pathologic manifestations you found. It is different from other traditional
books . You need not know the names of diseases in advance of your diag-
nosis. Of course you will make a sound diagnosis after you comprehensively
think about the conditions.

If you are a primary learner, read the second part which is the foundation

first please. Then try to familiarize the classification of inflammatory der-

matoses. You will half the work with double results with the book we offer
you.

If you use it as teaching material, please treat it differently according to the

various conditions of the learners.
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T Preface

Dermatopathology is very important not only to establishing a diagno-
sis but also to understanding the occurrence, the development and the
prognosis of dermatoses, to getting the message of the general body state
and to choosing a reasonable therapy approach. To have a deep insight into
the diseases, general pathologists and dermatopathologists as well derma-
tologists should learn dermatopathology by hearts.

Many general pathologists and dermatologists keep themselves at a re-
spectful distance from dermatopathology, because it is difficult to learn and
master. In consideration of the problems we met during the course of
teaching and clinical work , we try to offer a good book which is different
from other traditional dermatopathology books. One will find it is special
from the catalogue to the content. We hope that reader will use it easily
while acquire lots of rewards at the same time. Some general pathologists
have a solid foundation of pathology while know little about dermatology.
With the help of this book, they can make a reasonable diagnosis on the ba-
sis of the pathologic alteration and the main points on clinical features we
provided in the book, Dermatologists can look up the book for some sug-
gestions when they are in face of some confused conditions. They will find
it is simple and clear with comprehensive contents. Either teachers or
students can use it with high proficiency.

The book is special in the classification, the contents and the form of
writing. The basic knowledge is certainly taken over from the mentality of
the elders. Only a few sections were derived from our practising experi-
ence. The simple and clear form of writing is enlightened by Professor
Rongging Liu <CATLAS OF HISTPATHOLOGY OF THE SKIN >, who
is the tutor of the first editor —in — chief and the later is imperceptibly influ-
enced by what Professor Rongqing Liu says and dose. Pattern analysis is a-
roused by Arkerman AB. We acquired the idea through a bridge ~ <C
PATHOLOGIC DIAGNOSIS OF THE SKIN DISEASES>which was com-
piled by Professor Xuejun Zhu. Most of the viewpoint of dermatopathology
is derived from Lever WF <_HISTOPATHOLOGY OF THE SKIN>. We
mainly consult Barnhill RL < Textbook of DERMATOPATHOLOGY >
and Arckerman AB <<HISTOLOGIC DIAGNOSIS OF INFLAMMATORY
SKIN DISEASES An Algorithmic Method Based On Pattern Analysis >
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(second edition) on the classification.

To write this book is under the circumstance that we agree but not sat-
isfied completely with the classifications of both authorities, Arckerman
AB and Barnhill RL. Arckerman AB classified the inflammatory skin disea-
ses. Tumors and many noninflammatory skin diseases were not included.
There are at least two defects. First , it is not convenient to use in some
situation. Second, he classified inflammatory diseases as superficial
perivascular dermatitis and superficial and deep perivascular dermatitis. It
seemed illogical because superficial perivascular dermatitis and superficial
and deep perivuscular dermatitis involve almost all inflamatory skin disea-
ses. Such classification made it even more complex but not easier. Barnhill
RL offered some supplement and made the system reaching reasonable. But
he classified some diseases by their causes such as reaction by medicine, in-
fection diseases. It spoiled the integrality of his systems. In order to keep
the system a whole one and avoid causing more confusing, we modified on-
ly few parts which were unreasonable of theirs in this work.

Our original intention is to compile a book as teaching material for the
postgraduate students and graduate students. All the writers are dermatol-
ogists who have gained Doctor or Master degree and the postgraduates who
are studying at the dermatology Department of Xijing hospital and interest-
ed in dermatopathology (Dr Wenjun Liao and Dr Xueli Fan were out when
we compiled the book, so they did not take part in the work. ). Jianfang
Sun who is the president of the Institute of Dermatology, Chinese Academy
of Medical Sciences, Jun Gu, the director of dermatology Department of
Changhai Hospital, the second military medical university, Yan Luo who is
the principal on dermatopathology of Huashan Hospital , the first Medical
University of Shanghai, and Rongya Yang who is the director of the Gener-
al Hospital of Beijing military area were invited as the editors — in — chief
and associate editors —in —chief. All the second authors of every chapter in
the book are editors —in — chief or associate editors —in — chief. They are re-
sponsible for the corresponding chapters. Because of the author’s busyness
and their limited knowledge, there must be some inaccuracy. We greet
readers valuable notion with sincerely. It will surely be helpful for us to

perfect it.

Tianwen Gao
July 2000
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