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PREFACE I

By WangFu Yang

(The Associationg of Beijing Artists)

Mr. Yang Xin, in his thirties, is now working in Beijing Youth Paily. He
works as an editor, a journalist, a cartoonist, an illustrator and an expert in
photography. As a newsman, he is really versatile and deserves our admira-
tion.

In his spare time after busy work, he has painted more than 70 genre
paintings about the life of Beijing residents in the past 40 years. In the long
human history, 40 years is just a flick of time. However when the natives of
Beijing see his paintings, they will be amazed to realize that quélitative
changes have taken place in their lives. These changes have taken place
before people realize them. Due to this, Mr. Yang , with great interest, has
done his painting according to his recall of everyday life from his child-
hood to the 90s. Formerly life experiences, happy or miserable, will influ-
ence people’s emotions, especially those memories of his childhood that
are very difficult to forget. People keep some articles from their childhood
for a special purpose, such as those rough toys, and worn-out picture books
which are materialized feelings. The older the age is, the more valuable
they are. The paintings of Mr. Yang show his real feelings to the public
about his memory.

From the point of view of painting, his style is not an imitation of any
one, belonging to a “style of no style”. He uses his brush freely to show his
personal feelings naturally without additional decoration. Whether it is skill-
ful or clumsy, it is absolutely real. I believe today’s natives of Beijing will
appreciate these paintings with great interest. They will bring people back
to the good old days and also make them look forward to the beautiful
future. As one of those who is luck enough to have a chance to appreciate

these paintings , [ write down the above as the preface.




L R IR R

¥ 15

(HiEARIL FEBHBHFRFNP T, 2EGREBTURARBE, STIRECEN P41
BZWERBOOFE ok, DR BF IR,

ML BRI SARZAMA, RFAAIRILAE R RBE RS T RO ERREN
BRMZT, HESEK, YRARAEARBHFEILM, SRAEME L, BB R K6 i g
A, RARRANARILERKBIERA, mSRRREEIL AL S,

RETHFRIL, AP ERBHAMNS, SERMEEEFALRTHSHRL, HXALH
A, REANMERSFE B E R, BERDEFHRITRIL, DBeL. ReRE. T30, S AR
TE, Wik TH. BHFE, SBRITMEAEEEDS, ZREAELXENELRELHARIL, Uk
TERE 2 B AES, FATZE RS IR ATS W SO R IR L7 BIARET, AT vF R e Ap
BEMHE-H—-KXTZ,

SR, BHN. REM, BEE, HBSROBMFAN WML BRMEX, RE B
], WAIREHFEN L, ERERIETAERERGETEENS R, —ARRER. AERFH—L&
I 3A g 1 TR B A ] 3% — 40 v o 4% 38 1 bt , e A RCIH B IR SCAL s AR PRk B 1 K AL AT D 52
TR P, T E X PR R B R TR A SR T AR R T R

“RINTFS". “TEES. T8 WA, Rl R, TR, BERBIRDY TEXEBE
Lo~ RARETAE R AR A E MR, A KU X A B R B EARREAE 6 ARILE
W HHI A A 65T, M R RT YEREHT X — DME R R AT BERE, R U IRLEAE "R IR, 8
Wk PRI IR 4 AR - AREDNLEEN SR E/D, BLTL T, LML, FrE.
BT R ARA LR A B R LRSS, ElBIEA L,

BFA K, SANERMINRE X @ 2R E A i — R RS R4 R AE TR RIS, £
Rk S EULRAABESI R RS, A RBEE— A AERE PSS LI, X — R & R fE
B B IR T Il “BUET BIRE . BRIV MR, (HICHHAN—INE TSRS
55k,

M GRTEAR 0RO SRBICIAR TR, RICREFBLHEERX R JLTHE, I
Bk “RuEL)” S ALBHRAKERE 7RG, SR RAEENILHE, BRI
FHCILR IR ITZ A E .

REUBERE FHERARANZAR, EXEPRBLIARGFEN, HABE RS H
TERMBNMER, EERFLUTROE.

RMAESMNE AER, BRREA IMERE, XEFEREORS, EErRRIE U RIPERR
TCE, b AR S A R R RS T T RSH, ERBURWEIAE,

6

EBAHEHEMEIL, efhd %, FUIBEBBLHFiL,

20004£12 A 31 HA%



My Affection on Hutong

Yangxin

My book << Reading the Hutong>> has done with the fragrance of the ink. | expressed my feelings
which accumulated in the last 40 years on Hutong in this book and thus to show my love on Hutong.

Some people prefer the "Modern Art" and Foreign Art, and they think Hutong is just some worthless
relics from several hundreds years ago. For many years, | always talk about Hutong with friends about
its past, present and future. | still hold traditional value of life since | have grown up in the Hutong.

| miss Hutong very much not only for the reason that | grew up there but also it has showed me a
mixture of the Hutong culture in ancient history with the culture in new century. Those different sizes of
door, compound, door rings bring people happiness and also worries. If the next generations point the
photos and albums and ask us the Hutong that we live now, and how can we give them a real meaning
of the Hutong? Perhaps they will laugh at us if we are not able to give them a reasonable answer.

The things we have experienced, missed and gotten are relevant with these "broken bricks and poor
tiles". How to express the Hutong culture and life about natives in Beijing has always made me puzzie
for a long time. When many friends in the Arts Field realize that they should find something from
Hutong culture, and ! suddenly find that Hutong culture will disappear with the orchestra for the new
century. It makes me have the sense to pick up a pen and draw the Hutong naturally.

"Go to the mountain, go to the countryside", "Down fall the Gang of Four", "Waiting for a job", "Being
employed", "Unemployment ", and yesterday you watched a 9 inch screen black and white TV at home
so you can walk proudly in front of your neighbors, but today you have to face the poor room and drink
the 65 degree liquor in the June of Summer. It makes you cannot forget how time flies. All of these drive
me to collect information and interview the "Removing the City Wall", “"Constructing the Subway", the
all members of a family who collect 40 cents worth city brick with the seals of Ming and Qing Dynasty
everywhere. | put what | witnessed, heard and felt on the paper with the realistic way to show my
feelings.

Perhaps some day, when people clearly realize things happened in Hutong have given them memories
about the past, then they will get many funs from living in it with several generations. They will also
understand why one person worked hard with a broken electric fan in the summer for painting these
pictures. We have felt the bitter and joy on those what we have gotten and missed.

When | mentioned this special way to recall the past, many strong responses were showed to me
from friends who have hardly gone through the past years. We cannot forget the past we have
experienced.

Many artists who acted as natives of Beijing on stage and teachers who wrote about Beijing Hutong
have given their generous and precious comments and suggestions on my book. Their supports make
me to publish this book smoothly.

At this book is ready to be published, | would like to express my sincere thanks to professor at the
Foreign Languages Department of Fu Zhou University, interpreter at German Henkel Company , leaders
of Beijing Youth Daily and colleague at International Department of Beijing Youth Daily and also friends
at the media field. They have given me many help and support on my book.

Let us remember the Hutong forever, remember the past, and kiss the bright New Century.

night of 31th, 12des, 2000year.
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Talking about Hutong
Guo Shixing

Beijing Hutong refers to the lanes and alleys
in Beijing city. Hutong to the natives of Beijing
is Like what coral reef is to the marine aquatic
animals. Hutong provides an environment for
the survival of the natives of Beijing, which
helps the formation of Beijing culture. I still
hold this opinion, although recently there have
been more and more objections to Beijing

Hutong.
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In the 60s: Selling Water
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“Grandmother, here is your water.”

“All right. Put it under the shade. By the way,

my husband says we need more water later for more people.”
“ No problem. I promise you.”
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In a country with agricultural civilization,
in the urban residential areas, Hutong is not
only typical of Beijing but also of such old
cities as Luo Yang, Xi An and Su Zhou, the
latter with relatively small scales. Ih Nara
and Tokyo of Japan, you can also see Hutong
along the streets without fences or walls. The
grounds are paved with flagstones that are

very clean because of frequent washing.
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In the 60s: Pot-stewed Food
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“Shopkeeper, food here is really delicious. You see,

my grandchildren have come to see me. Give me something hot with juice.”
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