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Arthur Becomes King

Many years ago Uther fought to make himself
King of all England.l Two true friends helped him.
One was wise Merlin, the famous magician. The other
was a great knmight and fighter named Ulfius.2 At last
Uther beat his enemies and became king.

Then Uther matried Igraine, a widow., She had
three daughters, Elaine, Margaret, and Morgan le Fay.
Morgan le Fay could do more magic than anyone but
Merlin.® The girls soon married three kings who had.
made friends with Uther 4

Soon after, Uther and Igraine had a son. Merlin
went to Uther,

“King, you know that sometimes I can tefl what
will happen ahead of time. Listen to what is coming,
You will die soon. Your enemies will rise again. They
will want to kill your son so he will not become king,
I beg you to do as I say. Let Sir Ulfius and me take

1. Uther [*ju:82] fought to make himself King of all England,
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him away and hide him., When he grows up we will
bring him back to be Kng.”

“Merlin,”’ said Uther, “you are a wise man We
all have to die. If I must die soon, you had beiter bide
the boy. My enemies do not yet know I have a son.”

So Merlin and Ulfius hid the boy. Only they knew
where he wag, A [ittle later Uther got sick! and died,

Everything happened as Merlin had said. Uther’s
enemies rose and fought one another. Robbers and
killers went free2 in the land, No man was strong
enough to rule. The years passed, At last the chief
bishop? of the church sent for Merlin.

“Merlin,” be said, “men tell me you are wiser
than all other men. Can you not save our land from
war and killing? Choose a strong leader. He will be
the king over us.”

“My lord,” said Metlin, “sometimes I can tell what
will happen before it does. Soon our land will bave
such 2 king. He will be wiser and greater thar Uther.
I tell you too that he shall be Uther’s true son.”

“You tell me wonderful news, Merlin, said the
Bishop. “When will he come? How shall we know him?’

“Say no more,” said Merlin, “I shafl find a way
8o all will know him. Call afl the Jords and great

I get sick: Hgy 2, go free: REBHW, BBEH
3. bishop [rbifepl: x¥



knights to London for Christmas., Have them all come
to the great church there.”!

The Bishop did as Merlin had said. As they came
to London, all saw a strange thing, Before the preat
church was a square block of stone. Cn it was an iron
anvil.2 A wonderful steel sword was stuck in the anvil
The handle was gold, with shining jewels, On the stone
were these words —

He who can pull out this sword
is the King of England.?

A great crowd of knights and lords came to London
for Christmas. There would be a contest for the
knights, and then they were to* try to pull out the sword,

Among those who came to London was a good
knight known as Sir Ector.s Sir Ector had two sons.
The older was Sir Kay, already known as a brave young
knight. The other was a lad named Arthur, He carried
Sir Kay’s spear and shield but was not yet a knight.
Sir Ector and his sons set up their tent with others near
the contest field. Sir Kay was to fight in the contest.

The contest was to be a battle between two teams
of knights, On the day of the battle the two teams

1. Have them all come to the great church there. 3:{b{i1&5EF
Bk P, 2. an iron anvil frenvil]: g5 3. He who
can--England. SEERIRIKIES, ERLLBLEE, 4. they were
- MF1EE- - (be+PTEREF TR PR LGE.) 6. a
good kright known as Sir Ector: — ARV L MY+



began to fill their places. When all were ready a horn
was blown, Fach team raced its horses forward. They
met with a crash like thunder.d Horses fell and men
were thrown, Spears broke into pieces. The men fought
on with their swords. !

Sir Kay threw two knights quickly before his horse
went down. He fought on with his sword and brought
down more., Then, fighting hard with another kmight,
he hit him squarely on his steel helmet, The knight
fell, but Sir Kay’s sword snapped in two.2 He fought
his way clear to the wall.3 Arthur, watching his brother,
ran to him,

“Brother,” cried Sir Kay, “get me another sword,
Hurry to the tent. Our men have some there.” -

Arthur ran back to the tent. But no one was there.
All had gone to watch the battle, Not a sword could
Arthur find.*

Then he remembered seeing’ the sword in the anvil
neat the church. He ran quickly to the church, which
was nearby. No one was guarding the sword. With—

1. They met with a crash like thunder, faf12 T4, RED
Feu 2, sword snapped in two:  $F R THS 3. He fought
his way clear to the wall. & T—REEEFEH. clearffix B
BERR. #R“—H"MNMEE, 4. Not a sword could Arthur
find.: BE—CHERTH. (TEAREUTHITIEEEE. SOI0ES
GRPHEFSFL, ) 5. he remembered secing.-: il BB
B sweiey (remember BEIGHE RZFT BR&ERE, TRy
EELELENE.
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out seeing the words, Arthur jumped on the stone. He
put his hand on the sword and easily pulled it out.

Back on the field, Sir Kay was waiting. He saw
Arthur come running.

“Do you have it?” he called.

“Here,” said Arthur, handing him the sword.

Sir Kay knew the sword as soon as he saw it.

“Where did vou get this sword?” he cried.

“Why,” said Arthur, “I could find nope in the tent.
I pulled this one out of the anvil before the church.
What's the matter?”

“Nothing,” said Sir Kay. “Run and find our father.
Tell him to come quickly to our tent.”

When Sir Ector came to the tent he saw Sir Kay's
face was white.

‘What is the matter, my son?”’ he cried.

“Looky™ said Sir Kay. He pointed to the sword.

Sir Ector’s mouth fell open.! He knew the sword
well.

“Where did vou get it?” he cried.

Sir Kay smiled. “I've got it. What's the diffe~
rence ?”’
“If you pulled it out, you are to be King of Eng-

1. Sir Ector's mouth fell open. ¥ i@+ 2B <
FTeg. (fell fEERELSE) ., IF %



land,”” said Sir Ector. “But if you pulled it out, you
can put it back again. Tt is not yet the time to do it.*

Sir Kay began to be afraid. But he thought that
if Arthur was able to pull out the sword, surely he
could do it, too.

“Come,” said Sir Ector. The two started off for
the great church, Arthur followed, When they came
to the anvil, they found it smooth. Sir Kay pushed
and pushed at the sword. He could not even scratch
the anvil.

“How did you pull it out?” asked Sir Fctor.

“Let me put it back,’” said Arthur, coming for—
ward. '

“You? What right have you to touch it, boy?”

“Why, 1 pulled it out,” said Arthur.

Sir Ector looked at him strangely. Then he looked
at Kay., “Try it,”” he said at last.

Arthur took the sword and jumped upon the stone,
He pushed the sword easily deep inte the iron.2 Then
he pulled it out again and pushed it back.

Sir Ector rubbed his eyes,”I can’t believe it!" he
cried.

Then he fell on his knees3 before Arthur.

1. they found it smooth: fh{1% IR T EA, 2, He
pushed the sword easily deep into the iron, fis TR -2, THERIE 44
EECR R R TR G, 3. be foil on his knees: #ET T,
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“Father!”” cried Arthur. “Why do you knee! be-
fore me??

“Boy,” said Sir Ector, *I am not your father. You
must be a king's son or you could not have pulled out
the sword.”!

‘What?'" eried Arthur  unhappily. “Father, please
do not kneel before me. Tell me what you mean!”

“Listen, then,” said Sir Ector. “Years ago the
wise magician, Merlin, came to me. He told me to be
at King Uther's castle gate at midnight. That nmight I
did as he said. Merlin and Sir Ulfius, Uther's best
friends, came, Merlin carried a baby in his arms?
That baby was vou, Arthur,”

“Merlin told me to bring vou up as my own son.3
He said no ome must know who vou were. I told
Merlin 1 would do as he said. 1 never knew who your
father was. Now I can guess. You must be King
Uther’s son. Who else could have pulled out the sword?”

“1 would rather be your son than be a king!'’4 cried
Arthur.

“Come,” said Sir Ector. “On Christmas the Bishop
will give cveryone a chance 10 pull the sword. You

1. You must be--the sword, ST EEFNILE, BIHRER
WREIE 21 4% Sk, 2. carried a baby in his arms; jggE—4-1
JL 3. to bring you up as my own son: JEHRNERMNFEEILTE
A 4 L would rather-a king!™: FHrBIESALTFRLFRES
EE.



must take your turn.'’1

On Christmas Day the great crowd of knights and
lords and kings gathered before the church, The Bishop
had a horn blown to start the irial.2

First came the kings who had once joined with
King Uther. King Lot, husband of Queen Igraine’s
daughter Margaret, stepped forward, He took hold of
the sword with both hands and pulled with all his might.?
Again and again he tried. The sword did not move,
Angrily King Lot stepped back,

Now came the others, kings, lords, and knights.
They pulled and pushed, but not one could make the
sword move.

“What trick of Merlin’s is this?” they cried. “No
man can move this sword, Come, choose one of us to
be king.”

The Bishop held up his hand. “Let no man speak
against the wisest of us all.4 There comes Merlin. He
will speak for himself.”

All turned to look. Down the street came Merlin
and Sir Ulfius. Behind them came Sir Ector with Sir
Kay and Arthur. Merlin led them to where the sword

1. You must take your furn. 2 BRNIE—TZEit, 2. bad
4 horn blown: §4WESE 3, with all his might: #R4H
4. Let no manof us all. BHFBFERAILEITHREBTMOA,
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was.l

“Who are these men?’ asked the Bishop.

“Here is one who will try the sword,” said Merlin.
He laid his band on Arthur’s shoulder. *“Here, lords of
England, is the true son of king Uthery”

“But Uther had no son!” cried the Bishop.

And so Merlin told the story again, Sir Ulfius
said, “Here am 1 to say Meslin speaks true,”

“Then let him try,” said the Bishop.

Arthur stepped upon the stone. He laid his hand on
the swerd. Smoothly and easily he pulled it out. He
held it high so all could see.2

The lords and knights did not know what to say
or do. Some were ready to have Arthur.? Others
would not. “A boy to be our king?’ they cried.
“No! This is a trick of Merlin and Sir Ulfius!”

But others began to shout for Arthur, *“Arthur,
King of England! Arthur, King of England.”

To make sure that all was fair,4 the Bishop had
other trials iz other places. Each time only Arthur
pulied the sword free.5 FEach time he won more friends.
At last the Bishop put the crown uapon his head.

1. Merlin led them to where the sword was. #HIEATTREN
| oiEctions Wl 2. He held it high so ali could see.  {hiRidysha
ETH. ibREEEE L. 3. to have Arthur: HPTEEHE
4. To make sure that all was fair: AHTEIFEHENE 5. pulled
the sword free: BLRTHEXE '



o Arthur became King of all England. Some of
the Inin-: and lords did not want him, and he had to
heght wizst, As the vears went by, he became stronger
and giza.:r. Knights came from ail lands to be in his
court. At Cameloi! Arthur started the famouns Knights
of the Round Tuble, These were the greatest of all
the knigts. They made their names famous for all
time, All wio love the old stories will remember Sir
Lancelot? of 12 Lake, Sir Galahad,? who found the

Holy Grail,* Sir Gawain,5 and Sir Gareth.s

1. Camelot: #if 2. Lancelot ['la:nslot]: BT& 3, Galahad
[9elohedl; BFE 4. Holy Grail: X3 (i3 &
BENRKRANN T, HIEN, DA T EFREN, BAEE
FL A Ay EY RSk e W ERSE S O etk AY L. )

5. Gawan [da'weinh BFE 6. Gareth ['9=rib]: EFH
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The Wonderful Sword Excalibur!

Not long after Arthur became king, he and his friends
were resting in a castle.  They had been going from city
to city meeting the people. A knight came riding slowly
to the castle. A boy walked beside him holding him up
on his horse.2 His shield and armor were red with blood.3
A great wound in his side still bled as he rode.

“Give help to that poor knight,” cried King Arthur,
“Sir Kay, bring the boy to us. Let wus hear what has
happened.”

They brought the wounded knight to King Arthur’s
doctor. The boy came before the King,

“Who is your master?” asked King Arthur, “How
was he so badiy hurt?”

“My lord,” said the boy, “he is Sir Miles. He set
out to find adventures as a good knight should.# This
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moming we came to a castle deep in the forest, Before
the castle Iay a broad flat field. We crossed a stone
bridge. On one side stood a tree. Many shields hung
in this tree, On the bridge was a big black shield,
Near it hung a great bammer. Under the shield were
the words —-

He who sirikes this shield
risks his life.l

“Sir Miles took the hammer and hit the shield, It
rang out like thunder, The great gate of the castle was
lowered. Out rode a mighty knight in black armor,
His horse, his shield — everything was black,

“*So,” he cried, *you struck the -shield! Now T will
take your shield away. 1 shall hang it on the tree with
the others.’

“IIf you can,” said Sir Miles.

“Then the two knights charged.2 They met near
the middle of the field. Sir Miles” spear broke into
splinters. The Black Knight’s spear drove through my
master’s shield and into his side. He fell from his
horse and lay on the ground.

“Then the Black Knight took my master’s shield

1. He who sirikes this shield risks his life. HEEIBTR
. 2. charge: b byik
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