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Unit 1

The Pleasure of Reading

All the wisdom of the ages, all the stories that have delighted mankind
for centuries, are easily and cheaply available to all of us within the covers
of books—but we must know how to avail ourselves of this treasure and how
to get the most from 1t. The most unfortunate people in the world are those
who have never discovered how satisfying it is to read good books.

I am most interested in people, in meeting them and finding out about
them. Some of the most remarkable people 1’ ve met existed only in a wnter’s
imagination, then on the pages of his book, and then, again, in my imagina-
tion. I’ve found in books new friends, new societies and new worlds.

If I am 1nterested m people, others are interested not so much in who
as 1 how. Who 1n the books includes everybody from science fiction super-
men two hundred centuries in the future alm the way back to the first figures
in history. How covers everything from the ingenious explanations of Sher-
lock Holmes to the discoveries of science and ways of teaching manners to
children.

Reading 1s a pleasure of the mind, which means that 1t 1s a little hke a
sport: your eagerness and knowledge and quickness make you a good read-
er. Reading 1s fun, not because the writer 1s telling you something, but be-
cause 1t makes your mind work. Your own imagination works along with the
author’ s or even goes beyond his. Your expenence, compared with his,
brings you to the same or different conclusion and your 1deas develop as you

« 71 -
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understand his.

Every book stands by itself, like a one-family house, but books in a li-
brary are like houses in a city. Although they are separate together. they all
add up to something they are connected with each other and with other cities.
The same ideas, or related ones, turn up in different places, the human
problems that repeat themselves in life repeat themselves in literature but with
different solutigns according to different writings at different time. Books in-
fluence each other; they link the past, the present and the future and have
their own generations, like families. Wherever you start reading you connect
yourself with one of the families of ideas, and, in the long run, you not only
find out about the world and the people in it; you find out about yourself,
too. Reading can only be fun if you expect it to be. If you concentrate on
books somebody tells you you “ought” to read, you probably won’t have fun.
But if you put down a book you don’t like and try another till you find one
that means something to you, and then relax with it, you will almost certainly
have a good time — and if you become, as a result of reading, better, wiser,

or gentler, you won’t have suffered during the process.
New Words

wisdom[ 'wizdsm]n. [U]  quality of being wise 53,858

delight/[ di'lait ] vt . give pleasure to, please greatly #5 /K&K,
CEI P
available[ a'veilobl ] a . able to be used, etc. A A, B K, 7]
KEN
avail{ o'veil J vt make use of , take advantage of Fiff§
unfortunate| an'fo:tfo unlucky AEH,BHEH
nit]a.
remarkable out of the ordinary; deserving of attracting at-
[ri'ma:kobl]a. tention A EHHK;EHMBEEY

« 2 .



Unit 1

imagination
[imeedgi'neifon]n. [ U]
fiction[ 'fikfon] n.[U]

superman [ 'sju: pomzn |
n. [C]
figure[ 'figoln.[C]

ingenious{ in'di : nies | @ .

connect[ ko'nekt | v.

related| ri'leitid | a .

literature [ 'litorotfo ] n.
(U]

generation [ &eno'reifon |
n.[C]

concentrate
[ 'konsontreit ] v .

relax/ ri'leks ] vi .

process[ 'proses | n. [ C]

power of the mind to imagine; what is imagined
e, BBNEY

books and stories about imaginary people and
events /N, BI4E

man having more than ordinary human powers
and abilities # A

person, especially his character or influence
AP (LI B g i)

(of a person) clever and skillful (at making or
inventing) ; showing skill, etc. B £k
B A R R

join, be joined EE,EH

connected in some way AHXKH,H REEH

books, etc. valued as works of art {drama,
fiction, essays, poetry, biography, contrast-
ed with technical books and journalism) 3
%G .

single stage or step in family descent % &

#— R, — it
focus one’s attention on EHHEEBHF, %
L F

become less tense, rigid, energetic #3353 , i
/S

connected series of actions or changes 25,

U

Phrases and Expressions

avail oneself of

to accept an offer or use an opportunity to do
something  F| Fi



EREEHE

find out to learn information, after trying to discover it
or by chance XKI,#H

all the way continuing for the full distance or length of
something HI{EX

add up te to have a particular result S i2X¥X , EWHF

turn up to suddenly appear after having been lost or
searched for 1 B

in the long run later in the future, not immediately M K G
KRS E

as a result (of) because of something that has happened {E N
(H)ER

concentrate on to pay particular attention to £ H F, £ M
"

Proper Name
Sherlock Holmes|[ 'f>: lok "houme ] H % 5 - 18 R BE B
Proverbs

Live and leam. 3£ , %3 £,
Books and friends should be few but good. ¥ HHF K AREZL
There 1s no royal road to learning. K HI X & , % 8] LR

Notes

1. The most unfortunate people 1n the world are those who have never dis-

covered how satisfying 1t is to read good books: If you can not discover
. 4 -
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the satisfaction in geod books, you are the most unlucky people.
2. If T am interested in people, others are interested not so much in who as in

how: I am interested in people, while others give more interest in the plot.

Exercises

I. Read the following paragraph until you learn them by heart, then,
translate them into Chinese.

All the wisdom of the ages, all the stories that have delighted mankind for
centuries, are easily and cheaply available to all of us within the covers of
books-but we must know how to avail ourselves of this treasure and how to get
the most from it. The most unfortunate people in the world are those who have
never discovered how satisfying it is to read good books.

II. Read the following statements carefully. Some of them are true, some
are not. Write T or F in the space before each statement without turn-
ing back to the text.

1. Everyone of us can learn how satisfying it is to read good
books .

2. Some of the most remarkable people are beyond my imagina-
tion, although they can exist in a writer’s imagination, then
on the pages of his book .

3. Who in the books includes everybody and how in the books
covers everything.

4. Reading is fun because the writer is telling you what you want
to know.

5. The books in a library stand by themselves, like family houses.

6. Books influence each other, they link all the time, and have
their own generations.

7. If you concentrate on books somebody tells you “ought” to
read, you’ll have a good time.
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‘8. If you become better, wiser, you won 't feel it is a bad time

during reading.

Il . Fill in each of the following blanks with one word with the help of
the first letter.
1. The firm is now in the p ____ of moving the main equipment to a
new place.
2. Industrial development is being ¢ _____ in the west of the country.
3. I didn’t really mean my associate is a snake; it was justa f . ' of
speech .
4. Ani____ idea suddenly came upon him when he was taking a walk
with his wife.
5. I'm sorry, those overcoats are nota ______in your color and size.
6. The poet ¢ ______ his lover to a rose in his poems.
7. Don’t worry about it, just try to r
8. The.onlye: -. for-his behavior is that -he’s mad.
9. Iwasd_ 10 be invited to her party. .
- 10. This village church is ar . example of the gothic( ¥R 19)
style of building.
'11..You should a____ yourself of every opportunity to practice speak-
ing. English .
V. Study the following words. Then use them correctly in the sen-

tences below.

1.
1)

.2)
3)
4)
2.
1)

remark, remarkable, remarkably

But this does not matter, for, as he has often , one is never
too old to learn.

He has made - progress in English.

Don’t make rude . about their appearances.

You are _ wrong in this matter.

compare, comparative, comparable, comparison

A heart is with a pump.

-6.
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2) “Better”is the of “good” .
3) He rudely my homemade bread to a lump of rock.
4) He made an interesting between classical music and jazr.

3. relate, relative, relation, relatively

1) Itis cold today. -.

2) between the two countries are getting worse.

3) His fear of people is deeply __ to his unhappy childhood .
4) He asked me some questions _______ to my plans.

4. imagine, imagination, imaginative

1) The ghost you saw is only your

2) All of the children have good faculty. .

3) Can you how much I was surprised to see it?
5. include, inclusion, inclusive, including ( prep.)

1) His in the club made him very happy.

2) I have to prepare food for seven people- me.
3) I awatch on the list of souvenirs to buy.

4) The team consists of 18 people, of the captain.

V . The suffixes -ment, -ation, -sion, -tion, -ion, -mess are used to
form nouns from verbs. Study the table below and then give the
noun form of each of the following verbs. Make chqmges in the
spelling where necessary.

Verb Suffix Noun
assign -ment assignment
imagine -ation . imagination
produce -tion i production
conclude -sion conclusion
relate -ion relation
eager -ness eagermess
1. announce 7. move
2. collect 8. quick



