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A Before Reading

1 Read abour the story on the back cover of the book. Look at
the pictures in the book. Now write an exciting and interesting

beginning to the story. Write about ten sentences.

2 Here is the front page of a newspaper. Write the report for the
front page.

THE SCOTTISH TIMES

MYSTERY PLANE FOUND
What happened to
Flight 247’
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0300 Hours: The Warning

It was a dark night. There was no moon. It was a still night.
There was no wind. But Mary Wallace was awake. Why!

Mary got up and looked out of her bedroom window. She did
not see anything. She did not hear anything. There was no light
and no sound.

The nearest village was four miles away. There was no
telephone in Mary’s cottage and no houses nearby. Mary
Wallace lived alone.

Suddenly, the sky lit up for a second. For a second, there

light, and no sound.

Mary shivered. She had seen something, but what was
it? Lightning? Perhaps. She did not know. Mary felt cold.
She went back to bed and fell asleep.
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Mary got up and looked out of her bedroom window.



2

0800 Hours: The Plane

Next moming, Mary left the cottage. She was going shopping
in the village four miles away. She carried a rucksack on her
shoulder. The rucksack was light, and Mary walked quickly.

Mary started to climb up the hill behind her cottage. On top
of the hill, there was a wood. Through the wood, on the other
side of the hill, there was a valley. In the valley there was a small
airfield.

Thirty years ago, the airfield had closed and now grass
grew on the runway. Every week, Mary walked over che old
runway. It was the quickest way to the village and the shops.

It was a bright, clear morning and Mary felt happy. The
sun was shining on the grass, and the air was clean and
fresh. Mary loved the brighe, clear air in the north of
Scotland. She liked living alone in Scotland. It was
so quiet, so peaceful, so easy to write her books here.

Soon Mary reached the wood on the top of the hill. It was
darker in the wood, still and silent. But soon Mary left the
wood, and the sun shone again. At the top of the hill, Mary
stopped for a moment and took a deep breath. She was ready
to climb down into the valley.

First she looked up at the clear blue sky. Then she started to
climb down the hill. Then Mary looked down at the old runway.
And suddenly, for a second, her breath stopped.
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Mary started to climb up the hill behind her cottage.



